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1.  Forwarded  as  inclosure  is  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned, 
1st  Infantry  Division  dated  1  Aug  1966  -  31  October  1966.  Information 
contained  in  this  report  should  be  reviewed  and  evaluated  by  CDC  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  6f  of  AR  1-19  and  by  CONARC  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the  Com¬ 
mandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 
future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be  adapted 
for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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1st  Infantry  Division 
Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned 
1  August  -  3)  October  1966 
(RCS  CSFCR-65) 


I.  Significant  Organisation  and  Unit  Activities 
1 .  INTRODUCTION: 


a.  This  Oj*rational  Report  -  Leseons  Learned,  .covers  the  period  * 

1  August  -  31  October  1966*  During  this  period  the  1st  Infantry  Di¬ 
vision  continued  to  conduct  combat  operations  designed  to  locate  and 
destroy  Viet  Cong  and  North  Vietnam  Amy  forces  and  installations  in 
the  III  Corps  Taotical  Zone.  These  operations  have  contributed  mater¬ 
ially,  to  the  excision  and .  consolidation  ]of  0VN  control  and  influence 
throughout  the  1st  Infantry , Division  TAQR  and  adjacent  areas.  The 
Civic  Action,  program  non  known  as  Revolutionary  Development,  has  been 
expended  and  continues  to  play  a  key  integrated  role  in  the  division 
counterinsurgency  effort.  The  National  Elections  held  in  September 
served  as  a  good  indicator  of  progress  being  made  toward  providing  a 
more  secure  environment  in  the  III  CTZ.  In  spite  of  VC  efforts  to 
disrupt  the  elections  through  the  use  of  terror  tactics,  over  %0%  of 
the  eligible  voters  went  to  the  polls  in  the  III  CTZ. 

b.  In  addition  to  conducting  combat  and  area  pacificatioa  opera¬ 
tions,  the  1st  Infantry  division  acted  as  host  for  new  Us  troop 
units  arriving  in  country  during  the  reporting  period.  The  11th 
Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  and  the  2d  Battalipa,  34th  Armor,  arrived 
in  Vietnam  during  the  month  of  September.  The  1st  Infantry  Division 
assisted  these  units  by  establishing  and  securing  staging  areas  and 
providing  security  for  their  convoys  as  they  moved  from  the  port  area, 
at  VUNG  TAU  to  the  staging  area  at  LONG  BIEN.  In  October  the  division 
acted  as  host  to  the  3d  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division  and  turned 

over  the  base  camp  at  BEAR  CAT  (CAMP  COX)  to  the  newly  arrived  unit. 

2.  ORGANIZATION: 

a.  The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  to  occupy  five  major  base 
camps  at  DI  AN,  FHU  LOI,  LAI  KHE,  PHUOC  VINH  and  BEAR  CAT  during  the 
first  tvo  months  of  the  reporting  period*.  In  October,  the  base  camp 
at  BEAR  CAT,  (CW  COX)  wae  turned  over  to,  the  3d  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division,  and  the  2d  Brigade  1st  Infant ry?  Division  was  relocated  at 

DI  AN. 

b.  Therf  Here  no  major  changes  in  the  internal  structure  of  the  1*at 
Infantry  Division  during  the  reporting  pfriod.  The  current  division 
organisation  is  shown  at  Inclosure  2 . 

3.  INTELLIGENCE: 
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a.  Eneny  Order  of  Battle: 
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(1;  Eneny  units  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division  area  of  interest 
include  2  division  headquarters,  12  infantry, regiments,  2  artillery 
regiment.)  and  8  separate  battalione.  Minimum  eneny  troop  strength  ie 
38,700  of  which  29,250  are  combat  troops  and  9,450  are  support  troops. 
Additionally,  there  are  approximately  1 8,000  militia. 
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(2)  Immediate  reinforcements  from  II  CTZ  include  two  force 
battalions  and  one  heavy  weapons  battalion.  Reinforcement*  available 
in  IV  CTZ  include  one  main  force  regiment  (DONG  THAP  I)  and  four  local 
force  battalions. 


(3)  The  accepted  locations  of  confirmed  enemy  units  are: 


5th  VC  Div  (MF) 

Northeast  PHUOC  OT 

274  Regt 

Northern  PHUOC  7UY-BIBN  HOA  Border 

275  Regt 

Northeast  PHUOC  TUY 

9th  VC  Div  (MF) 

Northeast  TAY  NINH,  vie  SONG  SAIGON 

271  Regt 

Central  TAY  NIW 

272  Regt 

Northern  LONG  NGUYEN,  vie  KXCHEJ,T. 

273  Regt 

Central  TAY  NINH 

DONG  THAr  II  Regt  (MF) 

Central  HAU  NGHIA 

?Oth  Regt  (MF)  (Security) 

Northern  TAY  NIMi 

101st  Regt  (NVA) 

Probably  Northeast  TAY  NINH 

141st  Regt  (NVA) 

PHUOC  LONG 

250th  Regt  (NVA) 

PHUOC  LONG 

600th  Regt  (MF)  (Training) 

Western  TAY  •  uH 

U0O  Arty  Regt  (MF) 

Northwest  %  .  NINH 

Z35  Arty  Bn 

Northwest  'ul  NINH 

Z37  Arty  Bn 

Northwest  TAY  NINH 

Z39  Arty  Bn 

Northwest  TAY  NINH 

Z41  Arty  Bn 

Northwest  TAY  NINH 

Z43  Arty  Bn 

Northwest  TAY  NINH 

04A  Arty  Regt  (MF) 

II  CTZ  -  III  CTZ  Border 

165A  Regt  (MF) 

North  of  HO  BO, 

1st  Bn 

Norht  of  HO  BO 

2d  Bn 

Southwest  of  BINH  DUONG 

3d  Bn 

North  of  DI  AN 

4th  Bn 

BIEN  HOA  -  CHR  Border 

5th  Bn 

Eastern  LONG  AN 

6th  Bn 

LONG  AN  -  CMR  Border 

7th  Bn 

North  of  HO  BO 

Two  Independent  Bn  (LF) 

Southern  LONG  AN 

CIO  SAPPER  Bn  (LF)  (AKA  FI 00) 

HAU  NGHIA  -  CMR  Border 

D14  Bn  (LF)  (AKA  C320) 

BOI  LOI  WOODS 

225  Engr  Bn  (MF) 

Western  RUNG  SAT 

506  Bn  (LF) 

Northern  LONG  AN 

860  Bn  (LF) 

Southern  PHUOC  TUY 

DONG  NAI  Bn  (LF) 

Northern  BIEN  HOA 

PHU  LOI  Bn  (LF) 

VINH  LOI  Secret  Zone 

(4)  Unconfirmed  units  are  located  as  follows: 

Z45  Arty  Bn 

Unlocated 

Z49  Arty  Bn 

Unlocated 

C8Q3  Bn 

Northeast  BINH  DUONG 

C900  Bn 

BINH  DUONG 

VINH  QUANG  Bn 

HAU  NGHIA 

(5)  During  the  reporting  period  the  1st  Infantry  division  had 
cod4 act  with  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion  and  the  3d  Battalion,  272d  Regiment. 
There  were  indications  that  the  3d  Battalion,  1 65A  had  also  been  con¬ 
tacted  north  of  DI  AN. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

2 


CONlflt'CN  TiAL 


5 


b.  The  VC  main  force  units  conducted  no  attacks  of  battalion  size 

or  larger  during  the  reporting  period  against  units  of  the  1st  Infantry 
Division,  The  contact  with  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion  on  26-29  August  1966, 
was  the  result  of  offensive  action  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  'The 
contact  with  the  3d  Battalion,  272d  Regiment  on  28  October  1966,  was 
the  result  of  accurate  intelligence  and  the  timely  insertion  of  1st 
Infantry  Division  troops  into  the  area.  On  10  August  1966,  a  company 
of  the  48th  ARVN  Regiment  was  attacked  by  the  265th  Battalion  of  the 
274th  Regiment  and  on  21  August  1966,  the  Royal  Australian  Regiment 
engaged  the  3d  Battalion,  275th  VC  Regiment, 

c.  It  would  appear  that  the  VC  have  used  this  period  to  train  their 
personnel,  plan  future  operations  and  recuit  replacements.  They  have 
continued  their  terrorism  and  harassment  activities  throughout  the 
period  with<A  very  sharp  increase  in  such  activity  during  the  September 
11  national  election  period.  However,  it  is  felt  that  the  great  major¬ 
ity  of  this  harassment  activity  haB  been  performed  by  local  force  per- 
sonnel  with  the  main  force  units  remaining  in  their  secret  zone  secure 
areas, 

d.  Because  the  VC  have  been  unwilling  to  defend  their  base  camps, 
they  have  suffered  heavy  losses  in  the  food  and  munition  storage 
areas,  especially  along  the  SAIGON  River  and  in  the  RUNG  SAT  SPECIAL 
ZONE. 

e.  VC  losses  for  the  quarter  include: 

471  KIA  (BC) 

465  KIA  (Prob) 

76  VCC 

19  Crew  served  wpns  captured 
35  small  arms  captured 
3  60mm  mortars 

f.  VC  Capabilities: 

(1)  Conduct  large  scale  attacks  (battalion  to  multi-regimental 
size)  on  isolated  outposts  throughout  the  1st  Infantry  Division's  area 
of  interest,.  Primary  targets  are  believed  to  be  eastern  TAY  NINH, 
southwest  BINH  LONG,  and  northwest  BINH  DUONG. 

(2)  Conduct  mortar  attacks  on  US  and  ARVN  bases  tnroughout  area, 

(3)  Continue  terrorism  and  harassment  activities, 

(4)  interdict  and  conduct  ambushes  of  up  to  regimental  size. 

4.  COMBAT  OPERATIONS: 

a.  General.  The  1st  Infantry  Divisibn  continued  to  conduct  combat 
and  Revolutionary  Development  operations'  designed  to  further  extend  and 
consolidate  RVN  control  throughout  the' 'lit  Corps  Tactical  Zone. 

Operations  were  conducted  outside  the  1st'  Infantry  Division  TAOR  as 
the  situation  required,  and  when  directed  by  IIFFV,  The  major  opera¬ 
tion  outside  the  TAOR  was  Operation  BATON  ROUGE,  conducted  in  the  RUNG 
SAT  SPECIAL  ZONE.  Combat  'Operations  Varied  in  size  from  squad  ambushes 
and  patrols  to  multi-brigade  operations  controlled  by  the  division 
headquarters.  All  operations  were  characterized  by  close  cooperation 
and  coordination  between  1st  Infantry  Division  and  RVN  Forces. 
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b.  August.  During  the  month  of  August,  1st  Infantry  Division  forces 
were  employed  on  eleven  major  operations  throughout  the  III  CTZ  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  BINH  LONG,  BINH  DUONG,  PHIKXJ  LONG,  HAU  NOHI,  BIEN  HOA,  and 
PHUOC  TUY.  All  operations  resulted  in  contact  withvViet  Cong  forces, 
with  the  major  contact  resulting  from  Operation  AMARILLO.  During  this 
operation  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion  was  severely  damaged.  All  operations 
were  characterised  by  rapid  reaction  to  intelligence  information, 
with  extensive  operations  conducted  to  interdict  VC  communication/ 
liaeon  routes,  and  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  bases  and  supplies* 

(1)  Operation  AMARILLO  was  initiated  on  23  August  under  OPCGN  1st 
Bde  witft  two  infantry  battalion  0/2,  1/26)  and  C  Troop,  1/4  Cav  clear¬ 
ing  Interprovincial  Route;  16  for  fre supply  convoys  between  DI  AN  and 
PHUOC  VINH,  This  operation  was  conducted  in  conjunction  with  PHU 
GI AO  District  Forces  and  the  48th  ARVN  Regiment,  Significant  contact 
yas  made  vie  XT  864383  on  the  morning  of  25  August  by  a  stay  behind 
patrol  with  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion  reinforced  by  C62  Company.  A  rapid 
Reaction  force  composed  of  C/l/4  Cav  and  C/l/2  Inf  moved  to  assist, 
followed  by  1/2  Inf  (-)#  which  made  heavy  contact.  Company  CJ  1  /26 
Inf,  reinforced  by  A/l/t  3av  also  made  heavy  contact  and  was  inmediately 
reinforced  by  the  remainder  of  the  battalion.  The  1st  Bn,  16th  In¬ 
fantry  was  helilifted  to  an  LZ  near  the  battle  atea  at  1100  hours  and 
attacked  to  assist  C/l/2  Inf,  At  1815  hours  the  2d  Bn,  28th  Inf  was 
airlifted  to  an  LZ  and  occupied  blocking  positions  for  the  night. 

During  the  period  26-31  August,  the  battalions  conducted  search  and 
destroy  operations  in  A0»s  to  police  the  battle  area  and  destroy  the 
numerous  tunnel,  trench  and  base  camp  complexes  that  had  been  discover¬ 
ed,  Convoys  were  conducted  between  PHUOC  VINH  and  DI  AN  on  24,  25,  28, 
29#  30,  and  31  August  without  incident.  Losses  inflicted  on  the,  Viet 
Cong  include  102  KIA  (BC),  100  KIA  (Prob),  6  VCC,  three  6Ctam  mortars, 
and  one  complete  battalion  medical  cell,  A  reliable  ARVft  agpnV  re¬ 
ported  on  1  September  that  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion  and  attached  C62 
Company  had  suffered  the  loss  of  1  71  personnel  KIA  on  25-26  August  as 


follows: 

UNIT 

25  AUG 

26  AUG 

FHU  LOI  Bn 

65 

36 

C62  Co 

21 

21 

TOTAL 

100 

71 

This  represents  destruction  of  5 OJt  of  the  eneny  force,  1st  Infantry 
Division  casualties  included  43  KHA  and  248  IMA,  The  operation  terminated 
on  1  September, 

(2)  Operation  EL  PASO  Ilf  fine!  12)  4Atikted  13  July  as  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  Operation  EL  PASO  II  continue^  in  ^August  with  the  1st  In¬ 
fantry  Division  providing  security  JfoP&e  QUAN  LOI  -  AN  LOC  complex. 
Forces  deployed  in  thisareA  conducted  extensive  squad,  platoon,  com¬ 
pany,  and  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  patrols.  Armored  cavalry,  reinf or*ri 
with  infantry,  conducte  reconnaissance  Along  National  houte  13  north 
and  south  of  AN  LOC  and  other  main  roads  throughout  the  AO,  Reports 
of  VC  intentions  to  attack  LOC  THANH  (XU  742132;  prompted  the  movement 
of  forces  to  LOC  NINH  for  possible  operations  during  the  period  5-1 1  Aug. 

Further  VC  freedom  of  movement  end  ’activities  were  severely  cur¬ 
tailed  by  the  physical  presence  of  TSt  infantry  Division  and  5th  ARVN 
Division  Forces  in  the  ..AN  LOC  -  QUAN  LOI  -,L0C  NINH  area,  Contact  was 
limited  to  skirmishes  with  small  groups  of  VC  and  the  operation  term¬ 
inated  3  September, 
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(3)  Operation  LAM  SON  II,  th«  Joint  US  -  ARVN  pacification  effort 
initiated  on  23  May,  continued  with  -emphasis  on  strengthening  local 
defense,  insuring  a  secure  environment,  and  developmental  projects. 

The  PHU  LOI  Pacification  Task  Force,  consisting  of  2d  Bn,  2d  Infantry, 
5th  ARVN  Division  elements  (varying  in  size  from  a  company  to  three 
battalions),  and. BINH  DUONG  Sector  Forces, « conducted  clearing  and ‘satur¬ 
ation  patrolling  operations  in  key  areas  of  BINH  DUONG  Province. 

Offensive  operations  by  the  2/2  Inf  add  5th  ARVN  Div  included  pla¬ 
toon  size  search  and  destroy  operations,  squad  size  ambush  patrols  and 
hamlet  seal  operations.  Ninty-six  platoon  search  and  clear  operations 
were  conducted,  VC  contact  resulting  from  9%%  Ambush  patrols  numbered 
326. 


The  hamlet  seal  operation  conducted  in  HQA  LOI,  viq.  XT  825265,  on 
IT  August  was  the  first  attempt  of  a  completely 1  heliborne  hamlet  festi¬ 
val.  Due  to  an  inaccessible  road  net.  and  insufficient  .security  forces, 
all  festival  and  search  forces  were  transported  to  and  from  HOA  LOI  by 
helicopter.  Results  of  the  operation  included  the  capture  of  a  VC 
Agricultural  Cell  Leader;  a  VC  Supplier;  and  three  guerillas.  The  success 
of  the  heliborne  lift  proved  the  feasibility  of  this  technique  for  future 
operations.  On  26  August  a  successful  Hamlet  Festival  was  conducted  in 
TAN  AN  XA,  vie  XT  771250.  Planning  and  execution  of  the  festival  was 
conducted  almost  entirely  by  5th  ARVN  Division  personnel  and  this  part 
of  most  future  operations  will  be  handled  by  Vietnamese, 

(4)  Operation  SHIINGFIELD  commenced  on  27  July  after  Long  Range 
Reconnaissance  Patrols  located  two  battalion  size  base  camps  and  evi¬ 
dence  that  two  VC  battalions  were  operating  in  the  Jd  Bde  TAOR.  After 
two  B-52  strikes  on  28  July,  two  battalions  (1/1 6,  2/28),  under  0PC0N 
3d  Bde  swept  the  area,  but  contact  was  limited  to  engagements  with 
small  groups  of  VC.  Losses  inflicted  on  the  VC  included  10  VC  KIA 
(BC),  7  KIA  (Prob)  and  three  base  camps  destroyed.  The  operation  was 
concluded  on  1  August  .with  the  relocation  of  villagers  from  the  contested 
village  of  BEN  DONG  SO  to  BEN  -  CAT. 

(5)  Operation  CHEXENNE,  a  two-brigade  operation  (1st  and  2d  Bde) 
was  initiated  on  2  August  1966  in  coordination  with. 5th  ARVN  Division 
to  open  and  secure  National  Route  13  for  a  resupply  convoy  moving  to 
AN  LOC.  VC  activity  in  the  area  of  operations  along  Route  13  had  been 
continuous  sJnce  8  June  and  the  VP  were  awdre  of  the  critical  supply 
shortage  in  >i$nihem  BINH  LONG  Province.  Brigade  operations  in  addition 
to  clearing.,  securing  and  repairing  the  highway,  included  operations  in 
AO's  adjacent  to  Route  13  to  locate  $nd  destroy  VC  forces  and  bases  and 
to  interdict  VC . coninunicationa/iiai^on  routes.  .The  2d  Brigade  cleared 
the  highway  from  AN  LOC  south  and  3d  Brigade  froq.'IAI  KHE  north,  with 
both  brigades  linking  up  with  ARVN  forces*  On  3  August  a  263  vehicle 
convoy  moved  from  PHU  LOI  to  AN  LOC  and  returned  on  4  Aygust  without 
incident.  Contact  was  made  with  small  grpups  of  VC  within  battalion 
AO's.  The  operation  had  three  highly  significant  results:  Inhabitants 
of  AN  LOC  were  resupplied  with  badly  needed  rice  and  supplies;  a  large 
amount  of  rubber  and  other,  products  was  shipped  out  of  AN  LOC  for  mar¬ 
kets  in  the  south;  and  most  significant,  the  VC  and  other  RVN  inhabi¬ 
tants  living  along  Route  13  were  shown  that  contrary  to  their  claims, 
the  VC  do  not  have  the  capability  to  control  Route  13  at  will.  The 
operation  terminated  5  August. 

(6)  Operation  EVANSVILLE  was  conducted  during  the  period  5-15 
August  under  OPCON  1st  Brigade.  Two  battalions  (1/2,  1/26)  using  a 
combination  of  foot  and  heliborne  eearoh  and  destroy  techniques  inter¬ 
dicted  VC  routes  for  moving  rice  and  other  supplies  and  equipment  north 
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and  south  of  PHUOC  VINH  within  the  brigade  TAOR,  During  Phase  I, 
reconnaissance  and  combat  patrols  operated  in  the  inner  zones,  with 
Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols  operating  in  the  outer  zones*  Based 
on  intelligence  obtained  during  Phase  I,  Phase  II  was  initiated  with 
battalions  executing  company  sized  raids.  •  Op  8  August  contact  was  made 
with  an  estimated  VC  company,  however,  other  contact  was  limited  to 
engagements  with  small  (6  -  8  man)  groups  of  VC.  Three  VC  were  KIA  (DC ) 
with  an  additional  25  KIA  (Prob). 

(?)  Operation  AKRON  a  two-day  3d  Brigade  -  5th  ARVN  Division  opera¬ 
tion  was  initiated  on  10  August  to  clear  and  secure  Route’  lj  frbfa  LAI  KHE 
to  PHU  CUONG,  and  escort  resupply  convoys  between  DI  AN  and  LAI  KHE*  Con¬ 
tact  with  the  VC  was  limited  to  sporadic  harassing  fire. 

(6)  Operation  MANITOWOC  was  initiated  by  the  3d  Brigade  on  12  August 
with  one  infantry  battalion  and  elements  of  the  division  cavalry  squAdron 
opening  Route  13  north  of  LAl  KHE,  repairing  the  road  as  necessary  and 
conducting  reconnaissance  in  force  along  the  route.  The  operation  was 
terminated  on  13  August  without  significant  contact  as  the  division 
redeployed  forces  to  the  fit  DORADO  AO. 

(9)  Based  on  intelligence  from  ralliers  that  indicated  a  VC  bat¬ 
talion  was  located  in  the  25th  Division  (US)  TAOR  northwest  of  PHU  CUONG 
vie  AP  BAU  TRAN  (XT  7417)*  the  1st  Brigade  initiated  Operation  EL  DORADO 
on  13  August.  Three  battalions  (1/26,  l/l6,  1/29)  conducted  airmobile 
assaults  into  the  area,  support  from  a  forward  artillery  base.  Contact 
was  irnaediately  made  when  the  first  lift  landed  on  the  LZ  at  1500,  but 
as  darkness  fell  the  contact  was  broken.  Subsequent  search  and  destroy 
operations  resulted  in  only  light  contact  before  the  operation  terminated 
on’  H  August.  Thirty-fobr-  air  strikes  were  made  in  support  of  forces 
committed  on  Operation  11  DQRADO.  Fourteen  VC  were  KIA  (BC)  with  an 
additional  ftine  VC  KtA  (Prob),  Seventeen  tons  of  rice  and  three  tons  of 
anroonium  nitrate  were  discovered  during  the  operation. 

(tO)  On  16  August,  thS  fst  Brigade  coranenced  Operation  GALLUP  to 
destroy  VGvarid  dftrt'erdict  flutes  of  communication  and  supply 'in  the 
norfifierri  Sefctd*  of  thi  brigade  TAOR.  Two  battalions  (1/2;  l/26)  con¬ 
duced  search  aftd  destroy / operations,  south,  southwest,  and' ‘west  of 
ftKJOC  VINH*’  Extensive  use  was  made  of  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols 
and  platoon  size  combat  patrols’  and  heliborne  assaults  throughput  the 
A0*s.  The  operation  terininated  19  August  without  significant  contact. 

(11)  During  the  period  20  -  22  August,  the  3d  Brigade  conducted 
Operation  CASTINE  in  the  area  'eadt  of  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation.  Two 
Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrdls  curating  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  6547 
reported  that  a  VC  baitAlion  Jahd  ^possibly  a  re'giiflent,  was  assembled 
there  on  19  August.  A  "forward'  artillery  base  was  established  by  the 
2/33d  Arty  (-)  at  XT  590502  after  $he  1/26th  Inf  had  conducted  a  heli¬ 
borne  assault  to  secure  the  area.  T hd  1/16  and  2/28  Inf  then  conducted 
airmobile  assaulte'to  the  southwest  df  the  objective.  No  significant 
contact  was  made  on  20  -  21  August  ad  the  battalions  conducted  search 
and  destroy  operations.  One  hundred  "seventy  tons  of  rice  were  discovered 
and  then  scattered  by  airstrikes.  Thirty  60mm  mortar  rounds  and  199 
grenades  were  captured. 

(12)  On  23  August,  Company  C,  l/29th  Inf  was  sent  to  the  RUNG  SAT 
SPECIAL  ZONE  to  secure  the  US  merchant  ship  BATON  ROUGE  VICTORY  which 
had  been  mined  and  grounded  vie  YS  695631 «  Two  105nm  Howitzers  were 
airlifted  to  a  forward  artillery  base  vie  YS  065699  to  provide  artillery 
support  for  the  security  force.  Company  C  was  relieved  by  a  provisional 
company  from  the  2d  Brigade  on  25  August,  The  latter  element  was 
extracted  to  CAMP  COX  on  30  August. 
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(13)  The  2d  Bn,  16th  Inff  Company  B,  1/26th  Inf,  and  Battery  A, 
l/7th  Artillery  were  placed  under  OPCON  1 73d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  on  24  August 
for  participation  in  Operation  TOIEDO.  Company  B,  l/26th  Inf  was 
extracted  from  the  AO  on  26  August. 

(14)  There  were  112,694  rounds  of  artillery  fired  and  1,025  fighter 
bomber  sorties  flown  in  support  of  the  division  during  August.  Air 
delivered  ordnance  included:  High  Explosive  -  551*6  tons;  Napalm  - 
330.6  tons;  CBU  -  54  cans;  and  Rockets  -  42  pods. 

c.  September,  Operation  BATON  ROUGE  was  the  major  operation  conducted 
in  September.  Twelve  operations  of  battalion  size  or  larger  were  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  BINH  LONG,  BINH  DUONG  and  BINH  HOA  Provinces  of  the  III 
Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Operation  BATON  ROUGE  was  conducted  in  the  RUNG 
SAT  SPECIAL  ZONE. 

( ; )  Operation  LAM  SON  II  continued  to  improve  the  securel  environ¬ 
ment  In  the  vital  central  BINH  DUONG  Province  between  the  SAIGON  and 
DONG  1  \1  Rivers.  Offensive  operations  be  the  2/2d  Infantry  and  elements 
of  th:  5th  ARVN  Division  consisted  of  platoon  size  search  and  seal  oper¬ 
ations,  squad  size  ambush  patrols  and  one  major  hamlet  seal  operation. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  in  this  key  province  the  national  elections  held 
on  11  September  werer  conducted  without  major  incident  and  7?.9£  of  the 
eligible  voters  cast  ballots.  From  20  -  22  September  the  first  major 
LAM  SON  II  hamlet  seal  outside  of  BINH  DUONG  Province  was  conducted 
(see  para  4c (11)).  This  operation  expanded  the  joint,  operations  of 
1st  Infantry  Division/ARVN  forces  to  include  elements  of  the  10th  ARVN 
Division  and  BIEN  HOA  Sector  Forces. 

(2)  Operation  DECATUR  was  initiated  under  OPCON  1st  Brigade  en 

3  September  by  l/26th  Inf  with  B  Troop,  t/4th  Cav  attached.  The  opera¬ 
tion  had  as  its  objective,  the  security  of  the  QUAN  LOI  -  AN  LOC  area, 
and  was  characterized  by  numerous  patrols  of  all  types,  and  squad  to 
company  sized  search  and  destroy  activities.  Minor  contact  with  VC 
forces  was  made  on  17  September  and  5  October.  A  small  VC  base  camp 
was  located  and  destroyed  on  the  latter  date.  Enemy  leases  for  the 
operation  are  unknown,  US  losses  were  limited  te  two  US  VHA.  The 
operation  terminated  on  6  October. 

(3)  The  2d  Brigade  initiated  Operation  BATON  ROUGE  (Incl  11)  on 

4  September  with  one  infantry  battalion  (1/16)  supported  by  Battery  C, 
l/7th  Artillery  moving  by  air  and  sealift  into  the  RUNG  SAT  SPECIAL  ZONE 
with  a  search  and  destrqy  mission.  The  operation  was  initiated  after 
intelligence  sources  indicated  that  the  enemy  had  mounted  a  major  effort 
in  this  area  to  halt  ship  traffic  Roving  from  the  South’  China  Sea  into 
the  Port  of  SAIGON.  It  w«e ’suspected  that  the  VC  225th  Engr  Battalion 
was  in  the  RUNG  SAT  to  atbqanplish  this  mission,  .  A  majof4  incident  >*as 
the  mining  of  the  US  merchant  ship  BATC[N.  ROU^E  VICTORY  on  23  August, 

The  operation  which  terminated  6  October  resulted  in  59  VC  KIA  (BC), 

43  VC*KIA  (Prob),  10  VC  WIA  (ProB)*  f.2  VCS,  and  6  CHIEU  HOI. 

(4)  Operation  CRANSTON,  a  one  day  search  and  clear  and  resupply 
operation  along  Highway  13  from  LAI  KHE  to  DI  AN  was  initiated  by  1/1 6th 
Infantry  and  elements  of  the  6th  ARVN.  Regt  on  5  September  under  OPCON 
3d  Brigade.  l/l6th  Infantry  cleared  Highway  13  from  LAI  KHE  to  XT 
777277.  Elements  of  the  6th  ARVN  Regt  cleared  and  secured  tne  raite 
south  of  that  point  to  DI  AN.  Convoy  number  1  (97  vehicles)  departed 
LAI  KHE  at  1114H  and  closed  DI  AN  at  1430H.  Convoy  number  2  (232 
vehicles)  departed  DI  AN  at  1435H  and  closed  LAI  KHE  at  T615H,  Both 
convoys  moved  uninterrupted  without  incident. 


COK/flDtNi  HAL 

7 


CONt-  tUtN  TIIU. 


3 


(5)  Operation  BANGOR,  a  eix  day  aearch  and  destroy  operation  was 
initiated  6  September  after  intelligenee  reports  indicated  local  guer¬ 
rilla’s  would  increase  terror  activities  prior  to  the  National  Elections 
on  11  September.  The  operati6rt  w^nenced  at  140&I  under  OPCON  3d  Brigade 
with  the  2/l  6th  Infantry  being  air  lifted  from  PHU  LOI  into  an  LZ  vicinity 
XT  7614  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  west  of  SAIGON  River. 

On  7  September  four  VC  were  KIA  (BC)  vie  XT  759163  following  a  short 
fire  fight  with  approximately  eight  to  ten  VC.  At  080802H  Sep  opera¬ 
tional  control  /of  the.  operation  and  2/l6th  Infantiy  passed  to  the  1st 
Brigade^  >  During  the  next  four  days  the,  hattalicp  .cojutycted  extensive 
squady  platoon  and  company  sized  searcjv  and  destw  qperatiops  ip,  the 
AO.  Several  bunkers  and  booby  trapped  huts  ymp «  logatad  and  dj^treyed, 
3200  pounds  of  rice,!  1000  pounds  of  salt,  ICfl  rounds  of  7.62bb*  *njao, 
two  grenades,  and  two  hutt.vfly  'banbs  along  with  udscellaneous  items 
of  equipment  were  fqund  end  destroyed.  The  operation,  terminated 
12  September, 

(6)  Operation  SEASIDE,  a  one  day  search  and  destroy  operation  under 
OPCON  3d  Brigade  was  initiated  030800H  Sep  with  a  30-  minute  B-52  strike 
vie  XT  7145.  At  0900  an  artillery  and  air  preparation  was  conducted*, 
followed  by  a  helibome  assault  by  the  2/28th  Inf  to  an  LZ  approximately 
1QQ0  meters  south  of  the  strike.  The  battalion-  swept  to  the  northeast 
qoms  400C-  meters  without  eneny  contact.  The  operation  resulted  in  39 
eneny  bunkers  destroyed  and  another  196  marked  for  future  destruction. 

A:  1X0  meter  trench  aystem  was  also  marked  for  future  destruction. 

Troop  C,  1/4 th  Cav  participated  in  the  operation  conducting  a  feint 
northeast  of  LAI  KHE  along  Highway  13  departing  LM  KHE  at  0830.  The 
troop  occupied  a  blocking  position  vie  BAU  BANG  (XT  7845).  At  0950  the 
trooo  received  sporadic  small  anpa  fire  from  vie  AP  BEN  DONG  SO  (XT 
7943),  The  fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results.  At  1045  the  troop 
called  artillery  fire  on  20  VC  at  XT  816338.  Results  of  this  fire  are 
unknown.  The  troop  had  no  further  contact.  2/28th  Infantry  closed  LAI 
K^E  At  1707  and  the  operation  tendnated  with  the  closing  of  C  Troop  at 
1715* 


(7)  Operation  WILTON,  a  one  day  artillery  repositioning  operation 
web  initialed  , on  9  September  under  OPCON  3d  brigade  when  elements  of 
1/16th  Iitfflfltry  were  airlifted  to  an  LZ  vie  XT  783215.  *  By  1240  Route 
13  from  LAI  LAI  KHE  had  been  cleared  of  several  mines  and 

booby  traps  and  was  secured.  At  1045  the  convoy  consisting  of  Battery 
1,  2/3 ?th  Artillery  ancj  two  8M  tubes  from  Batteiy  B,  2/32d  Arty  departed 
LAI  THI2U  and  q!  LAl  KHE  without  'Incident  at  1345*  Elements  of  the 
cenvoy  made  the  Return; trip  closing'  LAI-'WEEU  at  1720.  The  operation 
terminated  at  18fc^  when  C  Troo^  4i/4th  Csv  tasked  as  Rapid  Reaction 
Force- for  the  move  closed,  LAI  KHSv 

(8)  Operation  LINCOLN  was  a  joint  US/RF  effort  to  prevent  VC  in¬ 
timidation  of  RVN  voters  using  Highway  16  between  PHUOC  VINH  and  AP  BO 
LA  (XT  3839).  The  operation  was  initiated  under  OPCON  1st  Brigade 
9  September  when  l/28th  infantry  commenced  saturation  patrolling  to 
secure  AO's  in  the  vicinity  of,  but  not  adjacent  to  Highway  16.  US 
troops  operated  as  inconspicuously  as  possible  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  voters  in  any  way.  Eight  brush  roadblocks  were  cleared  vie  XT 
9042.  Contact  with  enemy  forces  was  light  during  the  three  day  'Dera¬ 
tion  with  US  troops  receiving  occasional  sma^l  arms  fire  which  was 
v -  umed  with  unknown  results.  On  11  September  several  US  aircraft 
received  AW  fire  causing  airstrike  and  artillery  fires  to  be  place! 
into  the  area  with  unknown  results.  The  operation  te-"minated  111802H 
Sep  when  ground  elements  closed  PHUOC  VINH. 


C  OK/HOtN  T  I  AL 


« 


COfJHOt'WTIAL 


(9)  Operation  DANBURY  a  two  battalion  search  and  destroy  operation 
(Incl  13)  was  initiated  on  15  September  after  unidentified  eneny  units 
wore  reported  east  .he  DAU  TIENG  area  (XT  490470),  Activities  of 
these  units  extended  into  the  western  portiWof  the  ’3d  Brigade  TAOR, 
Aircraft  had  been  fired  on  in  the  area,  and  numerous  supply  locations, 
base  camps  and  fortified  positions  had  been  previously  located,  A 
forward  artillery  base  was  established  by  2/63d  Arty  (-)  with  B  Battery, 

1  /5th  Arty  attached,  at  XT  725353  after  Company  A,  2/1 6th  Infantry  had  ' 
conducted  a  helibome  assault  to  secure  the  area.  On  16  September 
1/1 6th  and  2/ 28th  Infantry  conducted  airmobile  assaults  to  the  north-* 
west  of  the  artillezy  base,  landing  at  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
DE  THANM-DIEN  Foreet  Reserve,  The  two  battalions  conduced  search  and 
destroy  operations  to  the  south  from  16  *  21  September,  with  only  light 
contact#  Seven  VC  were  KIA  (BC)  with  an  additional  nine  KIA  (Prob) 
and  three  KBA.  Ten  VCS  were  detainedr  A  total  of  102  tons  of  rice, 

7000  pounds  of  salt,  and  3500  pounds  of  wheat  was  discovered  during  the 
operation.  Fifty-two  tone  of  the  rice  was  extracted  and  50  tons  destroyed. 
The  operation  terminated  21  September* 

(10)  Operation  HUNTSVILIE  was  initiated  20  Sep  east  of  PHU  101  as 
a  seal  and,  search  operation  around  the  village. of  THANH  VAN.  This 
operation  under  OFCON  1st  Brigade  employed  troops  from  1/2d  and  2/2d 
Infantry  cooperating  with  elements  of  the  5th  and  10th  ARVN  Divisions, 

BIEN  HOA  and  BINH  DUONG  Sectors,  TAN  UXEN  and  BINH  CHUAN  Subsectors 
and  RVN  National  Police.  The  village  seal. was  completed  at  1825H  Sep, 

At  1815H  BG  Hollingsworth,  1st  Infantry  Division  ADC  spotted  four  VC 
crossing  a  stream  attempting  to  escape  the  seal.  He  and  his  helicopter 
door  gunner  engaged  the  VC  resulting  in  three  VC  KIA  (BC),  one  VC  KIA 
(Prob),  On  21  Sep  search  elements  of  the  PHU  LOI  Pacification  Task 
Force  (HELPER)  entered  the  village  followed  by  HAMLET  FESTIVAL  person¬ 
nel,  During  the  search,  several  small  fire  fights  occurred  resulting 
in  three  VC  KIA  (BC),  The  festival  began  at  1000  and  closed  at  1600, 

The  operation  terminated  221503H  Sep,  resulting  in  a  total  of  9  VC  KIA 
(BC),  1  VC  KIA  (Prob),  20  VCC,  53  VCS,  and  3  Draft  Dodgers  apprehended. 

A  total  of  178  males  were  screened, 

(11)  Operation  LONGVIEW,  a  nine  day  convoy  security  operation  was 
initiated  under  OPCON  1  st  Brigade  23  Sep,  The  operation  was  conducted 
by  two  US  battalions  (1/28,  2/l6  Inf)  cooperating  with  ARVN  forces  to 
clear  Highway  16  between  DI  AN  and  PHUOC  VINH,  Daily  convoys  were  con¬ 
ducted  from  24  Sep  through  1  Oct.  Contact  was  limited  to  sporadic 
harassing  fire.-  mines  and  booty  traps,  resulting  in  7  VC  KIA  (BC), 

8  VC  KIA  (Prob)  and  1  VCC,  Nine  tons  of  rice  was  captured  and  turned 
over  to  the  4Bth  ARVN.  Regiment,.  The  operation  terminated  012400H 
Oct  66. 

(1?)  Based  on  information  obtained  .from  a  prisioner"cavptured 
25  August  and  post-strike  visual  reconnaissance  following  a  6  Sep 
B-52  strike,  the  3d  Brigade  initiated  Operation  BOYD  with  two  battalions 
(1/16,  2/28  Inf)  on  25  Sep.  Combat  .'reconnaissance  operations  were  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  LAI  KHE  a  for  four  days  with  only  minor  contact.  Five 
VC  wera  KIA  (BC),  and  two  VC  KIA  (Prob),  One  tunnel  and  on6  bunker 
were  discovered  and  destroyed.  The  operation  terminated  29  Sep  66. 

(13)  Operation  MONTGOMERY  was  initiated  301 800H  Sep  66  as  a  search 
and  seal  operation  in  the  village  of  CHANH  LUU.  The  operation  under 
OPCON  3d  Brigade  employed  troops  from  2/28th  Inf  and  1/4th  Cav  cooper¬ 
ating  with  ARVN  forces.  Elements  of  the  PHU  LOI  Pacification  Task  Force 
(HEIFER)  participated  in  the  search  and  conducted  a  HAMLET  FESTIVAL  in 
the  village  on  1  -Oct  with  a  . total  of  200  people  being  screened.  The 
operation  terminated  031345H  Oct  66,  resulting  in  9  VC  KIA  (BC), 
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2  VC  KBA,  10  VCC,  and  1 50  VCS.  A  total  of  51*1  tons  of  rice  was  captured 
with  an  additional  2,5  tons  being  destroyed  along  with  numerous  other 
foodstuffs,  VC  uniforms  and  miscellaneous  items  of  equipment, 

(14)  There  were  110,035  rounds  of  artillery  fired  and  887  close  air 
support  sorties  flown  in  support  of  the  division  in  Sep,  Artillery 
rounds  fired  consisted  of:  105nm  -  89,467;  1 55ntm  -  12,653;  8,f  -  3*166; 
175mm  -  1,966;  4*2"  -  3,583,  Air  delivered  ordnance  included:.  High 
Explosive  -  360.18  tons;  Napalm  -  515*75  tons;  CBU  -  16  cans;.  Sockets  - 
76  pods;  and  an  unknown  amount  of  20mm« 

0*  October,  1st  Infantry  Division  forces  were  employed  on  12,major 
operations  during  October.  Significant  contact  was  made  with  VC  forces 
on  8  of  the  12  major  operations.  The  most  important  contact  in  terms 
of  enemy  losses  was  Operation  SHENANDOAH  where  a  significant  blow  was 
dealt  the  VC  3d  Battalion,  272d  Regiment. 

(1)  Operation  LAM  SON  II,  the  rural  development  and  pacification 
program  being  joint]y  conducted  by  .1st  Infantry  Division  and  ARVN  forces 
continued  to  be  highly  successful.  Operations  BETHLEHEM  and  ALLENTCWN 
(para  4d(  1 1 )  and  4d(12))  initiated  in  October  were  merged  with  LAM  SON 
II  or  *27  Octbber.  Because  of  increased  VC  and  GVN  activity  in  the 

DI  All  -  THE  OUCarea,  coupled  with  reports  that  the  VC  3d  Battalion, 

1 65A  Regiment  may  have  moved  into  the  area,  the  number  of  enemy  con¬ 
tacts  increased  VC  losses  in  October  due  to  Operation  LAM  SON  II  were 
93  VC  KIA  (BC),  4  VC  KIA  (Prob),  44  VCC,  221  VCS,  and  70  CHIEU  HOI. 

The  VCS  included:  one  individual  on  the  blacklist;  12  ARVN/PF  deserters; 
120  draft  dodgers|  and  88  uncategorized  individuals  held  for  interroga¬ 
tion.  Material  captured  in  October  included:  11  weapons;  900  rounds 
of  SA  ammoj  explosives;  and  2500  pounds  of  rice.  Items  destroyed 
included:  enemy  uniforms;  2600  pounds  of  rice;  eneny  prepared  posi¬ 
tions;  explosives; .  22  sampans;  barbed  wire;  and  miscellaneous  items  of 
equipment.  The  name  PHU  LOI  Pacification  Task  Force  was  changed  to 
THE  REVOLUTIONARY  DEVELOPMENT  TASK  FORCE.  Operation  LAM  SON  II  was 
placed  under  operational  control  2d  Brigade  at  1 50001 H  Oct,  As  a 
result,  a  series  of  briefings  and  staff  meetings  conducted  between  the 
Revolutionary  Development  Task  Force  Staff  and  personnel  of  the  2d. 
Brigade  in  y/hich  .information,  experience  and  lessons  learned  were 
shared.  The  Revolutionary  Development  Task  Force  Staff  continued  par¬ 
ticipation  in  Operation  LAM  SON  II  and  coordinated  future  operations. 
Operation  LAM  SON  II  continues, 

(2)  Operation  DECATUR  see  para  4c (2). 

(3)  Operation  BATON  ROUGE  see  para  4c (3)* 

t4)  Operation  MONTGOMERY  see  paJra,4c(U)v 

(5)  Operation  LITTLE  ROCK  a  typ  battalion  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tion  in  the  ONG  DONG  Jungle  was  initiated  2  October  OPCON  1  st  Brigade 
utilizing  1/2  and  1/28  Infantry  Battalions  supported  by  elements  of  1/4 
Cav  and  2/34  Armor*  The  operution.yhich  terminated  %1?22H  Oct  re¬ 
sulted  An  the  desHruct  ion  of  6  VC  Lace  camps  and  3 00  pounds  of  rice. 

No  contact  was  made  w:i th  the. enemy  1  although  5  US  were  IpjA  and  26  US 
WHA  by  VC  .nines  and  ARVN  av"illery;  fire. 

(6)  Operation  NORWALK,  a  six  day.  .convoy  security  operation  Was 
initiated  4  Oct  OPCON  3d  Brigade.  .Ttye., -operation  was  conducted  with 
one  US  infantry  battalion  (l/l6)  supported  by  1/4  Cav  (-),  Daily  con¬ 
voys  between  DI  AN.  and  LAI  KHE  were  conducted  from  5-8  October. 

Contact  was  limited  to  sporadic  harassing  fire,  mines  and  booby  traps. 

The  operation  resulted  in  one  US  KHA  and  six  US  WHA,  Enemy  losses  are 
unknown.  The  operation  terminated. 081 758H  Oct  66. 
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(7)  Operation  TULSA,  a  seven  day  clear  and  secure  operation  along 
Highway  13  from  DI  AN  to  LOC  NINH  was  initiated  9  Oct  OPCON  Hq,  1st 
Infantry  Division.  A  division  forward  CP  was  established  at  LAI  KHE. 

The  operation  employed  seven  infantry  battaliqns  supported  by  Division 
Artillery  and‘1/4  Cav.  The  l8t"arid'3d  Brigade’s  provided1  intermediate 
control  headquarters.  Contact  with  eneny  forces  was  United  to  occasional 
small  arras  fire,  mines  and  booby  traps.  The  operation  which  terminated 

16  Oct  resulted  in  two  VC  KIA  (BC),  a  total  of  2.5  tons  of  rice  was 
captured  and  destroyed  along  with  numerous  enemy  mines,  booby  traps  and 
other  explosive.  The  division  CP  remained  at  LAI  KHE  until  3  November 
when  the  CP  returned  to  DI  AN, 

(8)  Operation  CRADDOCK,  a  one  day  search  and  destroy  and  resupply 
operation  was  initiated  17  Oct  employing  three  infantry  battalions  OPCON 
3d  Brigade.  The  operation  began  with  2/26th  Infantry  nfiking  as  air¬ 
mobile  assault  into  an  LZ  vie  7143  and  then  conducting  search  and  destroy 
operations  to  the  NE  and  SE  of  the  LZ.  One  VC  (BC)  was  located  vie 

XT  699425.  In  the  same  area,  a  village  consisting  of  approximately 
50  huts  and  numerous  tunnels  and  bunkers  was  destroyed  with  306  villagers 
being  Evacuated  to  BEN  CAT.  At  101 5  a  gunehip  fired  at  ten  VC  vie  XT 
699410  resulting  in  four  VC  KIA  (BC).  The  resupply  convoy  moved  from 
DI  AN  to  LAI  KHE  and  returned  without  incident.  The  l/l6th  Infantry 
secured  LZ  ALPHA  (XT  769460)  and  conducted  reconnaissance  patrols  in 
that  area  locating  and  destroying  125  pounds  of  rice  vie  XT  751468. 

The  operation  terminated  at  1856.  There  were  no  US  losses. 

(9)  Operation  LEEDS,  a  S&D  and  route  security  operation  north  of 
LAI  KHE  was  iniated  17  Oct  under  OPCON  3d  Brigade,  The  operation  waB 
not  named  until  27  October  when  the  name  LEEDS  was  assigned  retroactive 
to  V70600H  Oct  66.  The  operation  which  has  employed  troops  of  l/l6th, 
2/V8th,  2/28th  Infantry  Battalions,  2/34  Armor  Battalion,  B  Troop,  l/4th 
Cav  and  the  36th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN)  has  resulted  in  seven  VC  KIA 
(SC),  one  VC  KIA  (Prob),  and  six  CHIEU  HOI  as  of  312400H  Oct  66.  In 
addition,  several  small  arms  have  been  capture  and  900  pounds  of  grain, 
pne  ton  of  rice  andmiscellaneous  amounts  of  ammunition  and  explosives 
have  been  destroyed.  Resupply  convoys  were  conducted  between  LAI  KHE 
and  DI ’AN  on  17,  22,  25,  29,  30,  and  31  Oct.  The  operation  continues, 

flO)  Operation  SHENANDOAH  was  initiated  17  Oct  OPCON  1st  Brigade. 

This  multi-battalion  S&D  operation  initially  employed  four  infantry 
battalions  (l/2,  l/26,  1/28,  2/28)  and  one  cav  squadron  0/4).  A 
reconnaissance  in  fGfrce  was  conducted  along  Highway  north  of  LOC 
NINH  on  19  Oct.  On  20»0ctobpl*  forces  were  repositioned  es  the  AO 
shifted  from  LOC  NINH  fctKttlNH -THANH.  A  second  reconnaissance  in  fo^ce 
wae  conducted  from  QUAN  Lt)I  to  KINH  THANH  on  24  October,  ^Qn  28  October, 

10  kilometers  SSE  of  MftJH  THANH  several  aircraft  received^  groad  fire. 
Intelligence  reports  indicated  a  large  VC  force,  possibly  battalion* 
size,  was  in  the  area.  Two  infantry  battalions  (2/I8-  2/28) ‘conducted 
air  assaults  into  the  area  while  l/26th  and  1 /28th  antry  Battalions 
maneuvered  on  the  ground.  Eneny  contact  .was  made  u.  .ng  the  afternoon 
hours  vdth  units  up  to  esL  imated  platoon  size.  Heavy  volumes  of  artil¬ 
lery  fire  and  68  ortier  TAE  air  were  placed  into  the  area.  On  29 
October  division  ;  eacbjarters  assumed  control  of  the  operation  an 
elements  ox  1  wo  brigades  (1st  and  3d}' were  committed  in  an  effort  to 
seal  off  VC  routes  of  withdrawal.  A^lice  of  the  previous  days  battle¬ 
field  revealed  a  total  of  74  VC  had  bd#n  KIA  (BC)  in  the  action  along  with 
13  VC  KIA  (Prob)  and  2  'VCC.  A  battalion  size  base  camp  was  located 
consisting  of  over  200  bunkers,  underground  conference  room  and  miscel¬ 
laneous  weapons  and  ammo,  t  Several  smaller  base  camps  were  also  located. 
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On  30  October  an  air  observer  spited  a  VC  ambush  along  the  road  at 
XT  731791.  Heavy  artillery  fires  and  TAC  air  strikes  were  called  in 
resulting  in  23  VC  KIA  (BC).  As  of  332400H  Oct  66,  the  operation  has 
resulted  in  a  total  of  97  VC  KIA  (BC),  2  VCC ,  15  VC  VIA  (Prob),  and 
CHIEU  HOI.  The  operation  continues. 

(11)  Operation  BETHLEHEM,  a  four  day,  joint  US/AKVN  S&D  operation 
west  of  PHU  CUONG  was  initiated  OPCON  2d  Brigade  20  Oct.  This  operation 
which  employed  one  US  infantry  battalion  ( 1/3.8)  working  with  ARVN  forces 
was  immediately  successful  with  VC  base  camps,  supply  caches,  and 
formications  located  on  21,  22,  and  23  October.  As  of  231400H  Oct,  the 
operation  had  resulted  in  10  VC  KIA  (BC),  2,500  pounds  of  rice  captured 
and  an  additional  2600  pounds  of  rice  destroyed  along  with  numerous  VC 
bunkers  and  foxholes,  three  VC  sampans  and  miscellaneous  items  of 
equipment.  Operation  BETHLEHEM  was  incorporated  into  Operation  ALLEN¬ 
TOWN  24120CH  Oct  66. 

(12)  Operation  ALLENTOWN,  initially  a  one  battalion  (2/l6  Inf) 

S&D  operation  under  OPCON  2d  Brigade  was  initiated  21  Oct.  As  of  23240CH 
Oct,  the  operation  had  resulted  in  23  VC  KIA  (BC),  4  VC  KIA  (Prob), 

1  VOC,  and  capture  of  3  weapons  and  destruction  of  7  sampans. 

Operation  BETHLEHEM  was  merged  with  Operation  ALLENTOWN  24120CH  Oct. 
Following  the  merger  of  the  operations  VC  casualties  continued  to 
rise  as  the  two  battalion  force  continued  tc  empty  saturation  ambush 
techniques.  As  of  2622400H  Oct  the  combine  operation  had  resuited  in  5" 
VC  KIA  (BC),  4  VC  KIA  (Prob),  and  1  VCC.  Operation  ALLENTOWN  was 
merged  into  Operation  LAM  SON  II  effective  270001H  Oct  66. 

(13)  There  were  109,489  rounds  of  artillery  fired  and  859  close 
air  support  sorties  flown  in  support  of  the  division  in  October. 

Artillery  rounds  fired  consisted  of:  105mm  -  6^,216;  155mm  -  22,695; 

8"  -  4,647;  l^mm  -  1,944;  4 .2”  -  12,977.  Air  delivered  ordnance 
included:  High  Explosive  -  444.33  tons;  Napalm  -  38^.50  tons;  CBU  -  175 
cans;  Incendiaries  -  11  tons  and  an  unknown  amount  of  rockets  and  20mm. 

5.  TRAINING: 

a.  The  status  of  training  in  the  division  continues  to  be  excellent. 
Replacement  training  programs  have  been  initiated  at  all  base  camps 

to  insure  all  replacements  receive  a  minimum  of  40  hours  of  instruction 
crier  to  participating  in  combat  operations.  This  instruction  is 
required  for  enlisted  personnel  in  grades  E-l  to  E-7  and  officer  per¬ 
sonnel  in  grades  01  to  07.  Unit  training  continues  for  squad  and 
platoor.s  rotating  to  base  camps  for  operational  areas. 

b.  Division  Artillery  is  conducting  a  program  of  gunnery  instruction 
for  artillery  officers  and  the  </2  Infantry  is  conducting  AFC  driver 
training  in  anticipation  of  future  mechanized  conversion.  The  division 
G-2  Section  conducted  a  Division  Intelligence  School  during  the  latter 
part  of  September  and  plans  to  continue  the  school  as  tactical  operation: 
permit.  The  course  covers  the  entire  division  intelligence  program 

and  is  scheduled  so  that  one  man  per  company  will  attend.  It  is  antic¬ 
ipated  that  this  school  will  increase  the  intelligence  gathering 
capability  of  the  division. 
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C,  In  September  the  Dlvialon  Chemical  Section  published  and  distributed 
a  training  letter  on  the  use  of  Powdered  CS-1  for  trail  and  email  area 
contamination,  which  was  distributed  to  all  unite.  The  chemical  sec¬ 
tion  also  provided  an  instructional  team  to  provid  assistance  to  the 
Austrailian  Task  Force  (RAE  GP)  in  the  construction  and  employment  of 
flame  field  expedients  for  perimeter  defehee. 

d.  In  August  the  1st  Infantry  Division  sent  a  Mobile  Training  Team 
to  the  Philippines  to  assist  in  training  the  Philippines  Civic  Action 
Group  (PHILCAG).  The  team  consisted  of  two  officers  and  three  NCO'a 
and  presented  a  145  hour  block  of  instruction  on  Vietnam  Counterin¬ 
surgency  operations,  returning  to  Vietnam  in  early  October, 

6.  PSYCHOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS  AND  CIVIC  ACTION  (REVOLUTIONARY  V  SVELOPMENT) : 

a.  General: 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  there  has  been  an  extensive  turn¬ 
over  of  personnel  throughout  G5/S5  structure  in  the  division.  The  turn¬ 
over  was  largely  due  to  strong  emphasis  on  obtaining  the  highest  quality 
personnel  for  G5/S5  work  at  all  levels  in  the  division.  The  result  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  and  quality  of  personnel  working  G5/S5 
staff  sections,  and  this  trend  will  continue, 

(2)  The  Division  PsyOps/CA  program  during  August,  September,  and 
October  has  had  two  principal  thrustss 

(a)  To  improve  responsive  and  effective  support  of  tactical 
operations;  and 

(b)  *’o  provide  expanded,  coordinated  assistance  to  the  GW 
"Revolutionary  Development w  program.  To  accomplish  this  goal,  add¬ 
itional  PsyOps/CA  resources  are  being  request  from  higher  headquarters, 
and  increased  guidance  and  assistance  is  being  provided  to  subordinate 
elements  by  the  division, 

b.  Psychological  Operations: 

(t)  Responsiveness  of  tactical  PsuOps  support  was  improved  during 
the  ouarter;  16,402,000  leaflets  were  distributed  during  August,  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October,  in  support  of  division  operations.  The  predominant 
themes  of  the  tactical  leaflets  were  CHIEU  HOI  and  surrender  appeals, 

(2)  The  division  printing-press  continued  to  provide  rapid  reaction 
capability  throughout  the  quA5*ter.  However,  on  29  September  the  plate¬ 
ns  ker  w~s  withdrawn  by  the  246>th  PsyOps  Company.  The  loss  of  this 
platemaker  severely  hampers  operations  by  doubling  the  time  required 

to  react  to  psychological  warfare  opportunities, 

(3)  A  majop  portion  of  the  PsyOp*»  effort  continued  to  be  devoted 
toward  encouraging  the  VC  to  defect  under  the  CHIEU  HOI  Program,  and 
increasing  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  this, 

(a)  In  August,  research  revealed  that  of  the  125  ralli era  in 
EINH  DUONG  Province  since  23  May  66,  34  can  be  directly  attributed  to 
LAM  SON  II  operations.  Two  additional  i%114ers  from  the  LAM  SON  II 
area  turned  themselves  in  aVBIEN  HQA. Provonce. 
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(b)  During  September,  82  QUY  CHANH  rallied  in  the  division  area. 

A  technique  which  proved  particularly  successful  was  to  follow  up  a 
tactical  operation  with  extensive  loudspeaker  and  leaflet  operations* 
Operation  DANBURY  was  followed*  up  with  War  missions  for  four  days, 
and  six  VC  turned  themselves  in  to  provincial  authorities. 

(c)  During  the  month  of  Octobefj  sixty-six  Viet  Cong  rallied 
within  the  division  AO,  tnking  adyrn^age  of  the  opportinities  available 
under  the  CHIEU  HOI  Program!  Fp:4  ,the  first  time^  the  division  can  re¬ 
late  the  number  of  CHpsyrHo£  *te operatibns  and  to  our  own 
psychological  efforj^.  Oypr  fljiWjoif  $he  sixty-six '^UTf'CHANHS  credit 

a  loudspeaker  leaflet  ojferp4ibi\. to their  finelMiecfeiditlMThe  total 
number  6f  Viet'Coi^g  M  <a tfosult  of  PbyOpa  f fdii '2>  Hay  66 

through Jdct  66  is  2^3). 

(i)  n  f^e  ’1st  Infantry  Division  ha*  designated  NpVeitjb^  19$6  -fctf 
CHIEU  HOi  llpnth/n  T^e  jO^Jective  is  to  conduct  an  'intenettilea  psychological 
operations  campaign  aimed  at  causing  the  VC^  and  their  famliee  to  rally. 
In  adctttiqn,  G5,  1st  Infantry  Division,  sponsored  a  CHIEU  HOI  Seminar 
dh  9  CkAober  196^;  -till  Brigades  S5*s  and  representatives:  from  USAIDj 
JUSPAO*,  lANpj  /and'  aCivieors  throughout  III  Corp  Tactical  Zon^  Wer6  in 
attendance, 

(4)  One  of  the  most  important  results  of  this  seminar  was  the 
further  development  of  the  CHIEU  HOI  Program.  The  conference  disclosed 
that  information  about  CHIEU  HOI  was  not  reaching  the  VC  personnel, 
and  that  in  order  to  insure  that  the  VC  "got  the  word",  their  families 
should  be  made  the  target  of  a  new  program  of  information/propaganda 
dissemination.  Subsequently,  the  program  hae  not  been  expanded. 

(5)  An  extensive  psychological  operations  campaign  has  been  directed 
at  the  oeonle  along  Route  .13*  The  emphasis  of  the  campaign  has  been  to 
impress  upon  the  populace  the  vital  role  that  keeping  Route  13  open 
pldya  in  their  lives.  To  support  this  program,  banners  and  billboards 
have  been  erected  at  selected  ppints,-  and  special  leaflets  hove  been 
distributed  by  hand  and  giTdiropped.  in  the  area.  The  objectives  of  this 
campaign  ire  as  follows; 

(a)  convince  thec people  of  the  importance  of  Routs  13  to  their 
daily  lives.  Therefore,  by  helping  their  govemmerit  keep  Route  *t3  open 
they  are  helping  themselves. 

(b)  To  emphasize  that  the  GVN  and  her  allies  recognize  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Route  13  to  the  people. 

(e)  .  To  convince  the  people  that  the:. VC/  by  harassing  Route  13, 
are  Wdrklj^  agains  the  P«Pplo* 

(6)  The  3d ’Brigade  has  special  distribution  System 

for  the  969  information  program.  All*  north  and  south  bound  traffic 
and  workers  are  given  a  969  leaflet  as  they  enter  or  leave  the  check 
points  into  the  IAI  KHE  Base  Camp.  This  leaflet  offers  a  reward  to  any 
person  who  may  have  information  on  VC  ambushes# booby  traps  or 
any  other  activities  which  can  be  verified. 

c.  Civic  Action: 

(1)  AH  elements  of  the  division  continued  to  engage  ift'CfVic 
Action  .projects  in  the  vicinity  of  their  base  camps.  Tfta  1st  Engineer 
Battalion  restored  the  TAM  3INH  intersection  in  THU  DUC  District 
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which  had  become  virtually  impassable  due  to  heavy  t  raff  ip.  Elements  6f 
the  1st  Brigade  completed  a  bridge , over  the  3QNC  RE  River,  linking  LE 
TRANG  and  PHUOC  VINH. 

(a)  The  3d  Brigade  has  made  significant  progress  in  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  refugee  hamlet  at  BEN  CAT.  A  brick  factory  was  established, 
arid  it  is  being  operated  by  the  refugees.  V  homes  have  been  completed 
and  construction  is  well  underway  on  several  others.  An  additional  610 
refugees  were  placed  in  the  center.  After  being  identified  and  proces¬ 
sed,  thqy  were  given  a  new  and  safe  home, 

(b)  The  LAI  KHE  Public  School  was  completed  and  dedicate  on  21 
September  66. 

(d)  An  active  agricultural  program  was  developed  through  the 
combined  efforts  of  Vietnamese  technical  personnel  and  a  US  veterin¬ 
arian.  A  swine  feeding  program,  using  edible  garbage  from  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  Artillery  mess  hall,  was  started,  and  is  now  firmly 
established  in  BINH  QUOI  Hamlet.  The  veterinarian  has  expanded  his 
services  to  PHUOC  KHANH.  A  total  of  .105  famlies  ard  now  benefiting 
from  the  program.  The  feeding  program,  which  encountered  some  dii- 
ficulty  earlier,  is  now  handled  by  a  civilian  contractor  who  hauls 
edible  garbage.  A  total  of  eight  swine  pens  have  been  constructed; 
five  additional  pens  are  currently  being  olanned.  The  success  of  this 
program  is  having  a  definite  impact  on  adjacent  hamlets,  which  is 
aiding  the  Revolutionary  Development  Program. 

(d)  The  success  of  LUi  SON  II  in  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH  and  BINH  CHUAN 
has  enabled  the  operation  to  expand  to  include  HOA  NHUT  and  VINH  IftUONG 
Hamlets.  This  operation  has  proveh  the  validity  of  Revolutionary 
Development  with  long  tern  commitment  of  military  forces  upon  which 
the  villages  can  depend, 

d,  IEDCAP:  The  division  MEDCAP  program  has  been  expanded  to  include 
support'  foV  the  dependents  of  the  RF/?F  forces.  19,750  patients  were 
treated  during  the  past  3  months.  MEDCAP  continues  to  be  conducted 
in  conjunction  with  all  division  operations,  plus  the  normal  treatment 
around  base  camp  artoHfr. 


a.  The  1  st  Aviation  Battalion  continued  to  support  the  division  by 
planning  and  conducting  airmobile  operation?,  providing  general 
aviation  support  to  the  entire  division  anu  direct  aviation  suprx>rt 
to  elements  not  authorized  aircraft,  performing  visual  and  electronic’ 
surveillance  missions,  and  providing  armed  hell'coptbr  support  of  both 
airmobile  operations  and  divisional  elements  renjhirihg  responsive 
fire  support  in  a  rea  out  of '  immediate  Support!  hg*  artillery  ran&e. 
Aviation  staff  advice  and  technical  guidance  were  als6  provided  to*  the 
division  staff  throughout  the  period. 

b.  Weather  caused  by  the  southwest  monsoons  imposed  restrictions 
during  the  period  due  to  frequent  showers  and  thunderstorms,  frequent 
periods  of  early  morning  fog  and  low  ceilings,  and  interference  with 
aircraft  maintenance  from  inclement  weather.  Ho v ever,  the  high  inci¬ 
dence  of  rain  did  not  materially  reduce  the  dust  pioblem  prevalent" 
during  periods  of  fair  weather.  Weather  during  the  period  forced 
either  postponement  or  cancellation  of  some  missions,  which  could  have 
been  flown  by  0V-]  surveillance  aircraft,  due  to  the  severe  attenuation 
of  the  radar  image  on  SLAR  equipped  aircraft. 
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c.  The  ist  Aviation  Battalion  continued  its  mission  of  general  sup¬ 
port  of  the  division  with  periodic  assignment  of  a  specific  mission  to 
control  the  aviation  assets  of  an  airmobile  operation.  General  support 
requirements  were  received  daily  as  mission  requirements  from  the  Ari-v 
Aviation  Coordinating  Center  located  at  Headquarters,  1st  Infantry 
Division,  and  wero  flown  by  available  aircraft.  A  shortago  of  air¬ 
craft  to  satisfy  both  general  and  airmobile  requirements  resulted  in  a 
compromise  of  the  airlift  capability  of  the  airmobile  company  in  its 
primary  role.  Requirements  *to  provide  an  air  mission  commander  for 
multiple  airmobile  oompany  operation  were  received  periodically  from 
Headquarters,  1st  Infantry  Division.  Vhen  so  directed,  the  coordination 
with  the  supported  units  and  the  control  and’direction  of  the  aviation 
assets  were  performed  by  the  battalion  conmander  and  his  staff  to  insure 
maximum  support  of  the  ground  tactical  plan,  and  were  designed  to  provide 
sufficient  flexibility  to  react  to  the  requirements  of  the  situation. 

d.  During  the  reporting  period  the 'battalion  flew  104  combat  assaults 
or  extraction.  This  is  an  increase  of  98  over  the  previous  quarter. 

Rotary  wing  aircraft  flwe  21,805  sorties  and  8,787  combat  hours.  Fixed 
wing  aircraft  flew  1,868  sdrties  and  831  combat  hours.  A  total  of  24,989 
passengers  and  753  tons  of  cargo  were  transported  during  the  period. 

All  figures  represent  a  significant  increase  over  the  previous  quarter. 

8.  LOGISTICS; 

a.  General:  During  the  period  1  August  to  31  October  1966,  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  continued  tactical  operations  in  its  »TA0R  and  forward 
operational  areas.  Logistical  support  was  provided  from  four  logistical 
base  areas  and  from  four  division  base  camps.  A  total  of  39,381  .1  tons 
were  handled  duringthe  quarter  for  all  classes  of  supply.  All  tactical 
operations  were  adequately  supported.  No  major  logistical  proo.  ems  were 
encountered. 

b.  Supply  and  Combat  Service  Support  Activities  (Incl  8). 

c.  Construction:  Construction  work  in  all  base  areas  progressed  stead¬ 
ily  with  primary  emphasis  being  placed  on  assisting  the  2d  Brigade  to 
become  established  in  the  DI  AN  Base  Camp. 

9.  PERSONNEL  AND  ADMINISTRATION: 

a.  Personnel: 

(1)  Strength: 

(a)  Assigned  strength  as  of  31  Oct  66  was  110$  of  authorized  strength. 
This  la  a  decrease  from  the  previous  reporting  period.  The  present  for 
duty  strength  is  103$  of  the  authorized  strength.  This  is  an  increase  of 
1$  over  the  preceding  period.  The  decrease  in  assigned  strength  is  at¬ 
tributed  to  a  stabilizing  of  the  personnel  situation  within  the  division 
following  turbulence  of  the  preceding  period  caused  by  a  high  number  of 
rotations,  anphasis  has  been  placed  upon  increasing  present  for  duty 
strength,  thus  contributing  to  an  increase  in  that  percentage  over  the 
last  reporting*  period. 
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Administrative  losses  during  the  period  totaled  4715.  Division 
gains  equaled  4672.  The  command  remains  critically  *hort  of  personnel 
in  the  following  MOS  1 : 

76K  (Supply) 

94B'  (Mess) 

6?W  (Helicopter  Technical  Inspector) 

91 C  (Clinical  Specialist*) 

02  Series  (Bandsman) 

There  now  exists  a  shortage  in  the  infantry  battalions  of  NOO's 
in  grade  E7.  The  previously  reported  shortage  of  Infantry  NCO’s  in 
grades  E5  and  E6  has  been  resolved  through  replacements  And  promotions 
from  within  the  ranks. 

Overall  effectiveness  of  replacements  able  to  perform  the  duties 
of  their  MOS  and  grade  is  satisfactory.- 

(b)  Division  strength  as  of  31  October  1966: 


OFF 

VO 

EM 

AGG 

Authorized 

943 

165 

14267 

1 5375 

Assigned 

1198 

105 

15679 

16962 

PDY 

1165 

102 

15299 

16567 

(c)  Casualties  (Efcr  Month) 

i_.  August  OFF 

no 

EM 

AGG 

KHA 

3 

0 

79 

82 

WHA 

28 

0 

336 

364 

MHA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NBD 

0 

0 

3 

3 

NBI 

0 

0 

14 

14 

2.  September 

KHA 

2 

c 

16 

18 

V7HA 

15 

1 

170 

186 

MHA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NBD 

0 

0 

13 

13 

NBI 

2 

0 

58 

60 

2..  October 

KHA 

2 

0 

26 

28 

m 

6 

O' 

145 

151 

MHA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NBD 

0 

0 

6 

6 

NBI 

2 

2 

43 

47 

(2)  Civilian  Personnel: 

(a)  An  additional  880  position  wei*e  approved  by  the  industrial 
Relations  Office,  Saigon,  The  command  now  has  1880  positions  autliorized, 
1165  positions  established,  and  1003  positions  have  been  filled.  This 
is  an  increase  of  179  positions  established,  and  an  increase  of  289 
positions  filled  since  the  previous  quarter.  Skilled  labor  continues 
bo  be  a  critical  problem. 
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(b)  On  1  July  1966  the  1  at  Infantry  Division  temporary  hire 
program  was  authorised  19,136,000  $VN  for  the  period  1  July  to  30  Sep. 
The  division  hired  a  daily  average  of  2251  local  nationals  during 
that  period.  On  1  Oct  66,  the  division  was  authorized  16,768,00  $VN 
for  the  period  1  Oct  to  31  Dec  1966.  The  daily  average  of  local 
nationals  employed  increased  to  2540  during  the  month  of  October.  It 
Is  anticipated  that  the  current  level  of  employees  will  continue  through 
the  next  quarter. 

b,  Discipline,  Law  and  Order: 

(1)  The  discipline  in  the  division  has  been  excellent  the  past 
quarter.  There  were  no  stragglers  apprehended.  There  wer#  57  AWOLS 
and  32  serious  incidents  reported  during  the  three  month  period.  This 
is  a  50 %  reduction  over  the  previous  quarter. 

(2)  During  the  report  period  the  court-martial  rate  increased 
from  an  average  of  52  per  month  to  61  per  month.  Discipline  rates 
continue  to  be  excellent.  Increase  was  due  to  the  backlog  created  by 
the  large  turnover  of  personnel  during  the  peak  of  the  rotation  hump. 

(3)  The  Division  IG  handled  224  requests  for  assistance  and  com¬ 
plaints,  This  we  s  a  significant  increase  over  the  previous  quarter. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  were  due  to  non-receipt  of  assignment 
instructions  an*'  other  delays  caused  by  the  need  to  dissipate  the 
large  rotation  of  personnel  during  August  and  September. 

c.  Development  and  Maintenance  of  Morale: 

(1)  The  stPte  of  morale  within  the  division  remains  excellent  as  a 
result  of  continual  emphasis  on  improving  services  and  facilities. 

(2)  Finance:  Finance  support  to  the  division  was  outstanding 
during  the  period  as  a  result  of  improvements  in  the  system  initiated 
during  the  preceding  period.  The  Soldiers  Savings  Program,  open  to 
both  officer  and  enlisted  men  was  put  into  operation  during  the  period. 
This  program  guarantees  the  saver  10$  interest  per  annum,  compounded 
quarterly  on  the  average  amount  invested.  At  the  close  of  the  period, 

200  personnel  were  participating  in  this  program. 

(3)  Chaplain: 

(a)  During  the  repot  period  there  were  1>I64  religious  services 
conducted  (all  faiths)  with  a  total'  attendance  of  34,373.  In  addition, 

55  persons  of  Jewish  faith  attended  High  Holy  Day  services  in  Saigon. 

(b)  Chapel  construction  and  equipment  -  Work  was  begun  on  con¬ 
struction  of  three  chapels:  ist  Brigade,1 3d  Brigade  and  Support  Com¬ 
mand.  ^ork  on  the  latter  was  discontinued  in  order  to  divert  efforts 
and  materials  to  the  £d.  Brigade  camp  development  program.  The  First 
Infantry  Division  Memorial  Chapel  was  dedicated  on  14  Aug  1966. 

Indi^ddual  chairs  with  kneelers  and  a  public  address  system  were  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  division  chapel.  An  electric  organ  was  obtained  for 
the  3d  Brigade  Chapel.  Ninteen  tap#  recorders  were  purchased  for  use 
of  chaplains  in  the  field.  A  referenda*  library  for  Protestant 
Chaplains  was  begun, 

(c)  Characte  Guidance  -  A  command  program  known  as  "Know  Your 
Chaplain  Week"  was  conducted  throughout  the  division  and  continues 
daily  as  a  pa rt  of  the  regular  orientation  for  replacements  to  the 
division.  This  program  is  designed  to  inspire  willingness  to  fight. 
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(d)  Civic  Action  -  Chaplains  were  in  contact  with  45  institutions 
in  the  division  araa  distributing  Canity  vond  participating  in  educa¬ 
tional  and  promotional  activities *  Designed  offerings  taken  up  in 
chapel  services  in  the  division  and  designated  for  local  charities 
amounted  to  $3,334*00  and  393,531  piasters. 

(e)  Training  -  A  program  of  monthly  chaplains  meetings  was  be¬ 
gun  for  the  dissemination  or  information  and  for  training  with  the  use 
of  speakers  from  staff  sections  * 

(4)  Special  Services:  In- count iy  R&R  spaces  increased  from  25 
every  3  days  tft  26  eve^y  3  days*  During  the  period  it  wee  difficult 
however  to  takd  advantage  of  all  spaces  at  certain  times  because  of 
repairs  being  madd  to  the  ait  strip  at  Vung  Tau*  By %  the  end  of  the 
reporting  period,  the  situatioh  was  corrected  and  all  in-country  R&R 
spaces  were  being  utilized l  32C4  personnel  look  out-of-country  R&R 
during  the  period.  Ibis  was  an  increase  of  forty  two  over  the  preceding 
period. 

(5)  Red  Cross:  Total  case  load  increased  this  reporting  period 
from  2,997  to  3,392,  which  is  an  Increase  of  14Jt*  The  increase  was 
caused  in  part  by  individuals  requesting  verification  of  home  sit¬ 
uations  in  order  that  they  might  apply  for  curtailment  of  their  tours* 
Another  reason  for  the  increase  in  workload  was  an  approximate  !(# 
increase  in  the  troop  strength  within  the  area  served  by  this  officii 
Troop  morale  appears  to  be  high.  This  is  apparent  based  on  the  small 
number  of  requests  received  for  personal  needs,  loans  and  tha  number 
of  individuals  requesting  information  and  counseling  reference  or 
reassignment. 

(6)  Av;ards  and  Decorations:  There  were  a  total  of  4,082  awards 
given  for  valor  and  meritorious  service  during  this  period. 

Distinguished  Service  Cross  / 


Silver  Star  m 
Legion  of  Merit  x6 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  56 
Soldiers  Medal  ]_3 
Bronze  Star  -  V  350 
3ronze  Star  -  M  506 
Air  Medal  -  V  33 
Air  Medal  533 
Army  Commendation  Medal  -  V  249 
Army  Commendation  Medal  -  M  955 
Purple  Heart  345 


(7)  Burials  and  Grave*  Registration:  T/uring  this  period  the  Graves 
Registration  Platobn  processed  and  evac&ated  107  remains.  None  were 
nondi  visional. 

10.  CHEMICAL  OPERATION: 

a.  The  Division  Chemical  Section  with  the  attached  2o6th  Chemical 
Platoon  and  242d  Chemical  Detachment  continued  to  provide  chemical 
support  to  all  elements  of  the  division  throughout  the  reporting 
period . 
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b.  On  20  August  the  Divieion  Chemical  Section  augmented  by  the 
attached  units  and  under  the  operational  control  of  the  Assistant 
Division  Chemical  Officer  conducted  the  largest  known  single  gas  at¬ 
tack  since  V/orld  War  I  by  dropping  240  drums  of  CS-1  from  3  CH-47 
helicopters  in  support  of  3d  Brigade  Operation  CASTINb.  The  drums 
were  dropped  on  a  line  between  coordinates  XT  643W8  and  XT  657455. 

Each  of  the  3  helicopters  carried  30  drums  of  CS  ;.>edwith  yj  inch 
time  fuzes,  3  sorties  were  flown,  the  first  sortie  consisting  of  3 
CH-471  s  with  30  CS  drums,  each  flying  at  an  altitude  of  3100  feet  and 
an  airspeed  of  60  knots.  The  drums  dropped  on  the  first  sortie  burst 
below  tree  top  level  so  the  following  two  sorties  were  flown  at  an 
altitude  of  3200  feet.  90  drums  were  dropped  on  the  second  sortie 
and  60  drums  were  dropped  on  the  third. 

c.  The  Division  chemical  Section  conducted  several  field  tests  of 
chemical  devices  during  the  reporting  period: 

(1  )  On  31  August,  the  section  conducted  tests  of  an  expedient 
Grenade  (SMK  br  CS)  Dispensing  Device  using  Ml 8  Smoke  Grenades.  The 
device  was  made  by  the  701  at  Maintenance  Battalion  from  plans  drawn 
up  by  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile).  The  test  was  made  using  a 
UH-1B  helicopter  flying  at  1500  feet  and  60  knots  on  a  target  1  km 
north  of  the  DI  AN  base  camp.  Satisfactory  results  were  obtained  with 
all  but  two  tubes  clearing  properly.  The  device  was  given  to  D  Troop, 
1/4  Cav  for  further  testing  and  their  future  use, 

(2)  On  5  September  a  field  test  of  the  &-159  CS  Cluster  was 
made  using  a  helicopter  as  the  drop  vehicle.  The  cluster  functioned 
properly  giving  an  area  of  contamination  approximately  1 00x1  5Cta 
when  dropped  from  500  feet  altitude  (absolute)  at  an  airspeed  of  80 
knots. 

(3)  On  13  September  a  test  was  conducted  of  flame  field  expedients 
(110  gal  fougasse)  used  in  base  camp  perimeter  defense.  The  expedient 
functioned  properly,  however,  the  fuel  was  somewhat  thinner  than  norm¬ 
ally  desired  in  this  type  of  flame  field  expedient, 

d.  The  Division  Chemical  Section  continued  to  provide  a  tunnel 
exploration  team  for  the  division.  This  team  was  utilized  on  17 
different  occasions  during  the  period  exploring,;,  contaminating  and 
destroying  VC  tunnel  complexes. 

e.  Four  requests  were  prepared  and  submitted  lor  defoliation 
missions  during  the  reporting  period  and  one  has  been  approved  as  of 
31  October  1966,  The  266th  Chemical  Platoon  has  provided  personnel, 
equipment  and  materials  for  defoliation  missions  of  all  1st  Infantry 
Division  base  camps  during  the  reporting  period.' 
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II  Commanders  Observations  and  Recommendations , 
1.  OBSERVATIONS  (LESSONS  LEAJiNSD): 

PERSONNEL 

Finance 


Iteja:  Communications  between  Finance  and  the  Units,’ 

Dteouaeioft;  Rapidly  expanding  finance  services  during  this  period 
necessitated  the  development  of  a  publicity  vehicle  to  inform  the 
units  of*  aval  lability  of  the  services,  and  tne  best  means  of  utiliza¬ 
tion. 


Observe tdbn:  The  publication  of  a  monthly  Finance  Newsletter  has 
been  highly  successful  in  terras  of  publicizing  the  availability  of 
expanded  services.  This  newsletter  has  also  provided  a  means,  by  which 
the- unit  comraanders/ Si  and  PSNCO  are  reminded  of  their  responsibilities 
in  assuring  proper  administration  of  pay. 

Item:  Document  Flow, 

Discussion:  A  major  source  of  pay  complaints  received  by  this  office 
was  a  direct  result  of  the  unit's  failure  to  submit  pay  change  docu¬ 
ments  on  a  timely  basis. 

Observation:  Implementation  of  the  use  of  a  transmittal  letter  for 
change  documents  as  required  in  DA  Cir  37-22  has  resulted  in  more 
timely  submission  of  such  documents  by  the  units.  Use  of  this  system 
has  also  allowed  the  finance  office  to  establish  suspense  dates  for 
receipt  of  the  transmittal  letters,  resulting  in  better  control  of  the 
document  flow. 

Item:  Piaster  Sales, 

Discussion:  Sales  of  piaster  in  the  pay  lines,  l^hile  necessary,  has 
proven  tc  be  of  limited  success  in  assufihg  that  MP&' Ub'hbt  utilized 
injunaut h#ri zed  locations.  It  became  apparetfi^’hfct  $Wtenent  piaster 
sales  points  wdW  ‘neceaiary. 

Observation:  Thas  appointment  of  enlisted  men  as  foreign  currency 
ciehiers  .UP  p&ra  2-?2,  Aft;'*37-1 03, .  allows  each  unit  of  significant 
size  to  have  a  permanent  piSiter  sales  fund  of  up  to  $5,000,  This 
alleviates  the  need  to  use  officers  as  permanent  piaster  sales  agents. 

Item:  Pay  Clinics. 

Discussion:  The  placement  of  divisiort&l  units  over  a  large  geograph¬ 
ical.  area  has  made  it  increasingly  difficult  to  handle  pay  problems  in 
the  unit 8,  The  operational  necessities  of  the  division  indicated  a 
need  for  bringing  finance  service  to  the.ibroops, 

'  >.  ■  1 

Observation:  The  establishment  of  monthly  pay  clinics  at  battalion 
level  throughout  the  divison  regardless  of  location,  will  allow  members 
to  take  care  of  their  pay  problems  "on  the,  job".  This  approach  should 
result  in  increased  morale,  and  elimiMfce.frhe  need  for  frequent 
travel  of  members  between  the  unit  anirthe  finance  office. 
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Item:  Payments  of  Hospitalized  Member®* 

Discussion:  The  traditional  requirement  that  Clase  A  Agente  pay  all 
members  of  their  unit,  to  include  those  in  the  hospital,  has  proven 
to  be  a  problem  in  Vietnam*  Many  agents  must  spend  as  nuch  as  three 
days  in  travelling  to  the  various  hospitals  to  pay  a  comparitively 
small  number  of  people. 

Observation:  rhe  assumption  by  the  finance  office  of  the  responsibility 
of  paying  hospitalized  members  will  result  in  the  saving  of  a  significant 
amount  of  time  for  most  Class  A  Agents.  Centralizing  thie  function 
will  considerably  lessen  the  impact  of  thie  problem  on  the  division  as 

a  whole. 


Chaplain 

Item:  Catholic  Chaplain  coverage  is  not  adequate* 

Discussion:  iliile  the  division  has  had  the  amal  number  of  Catholic 
Chaplains  assigned,  the  dispersion  of  our  forces  causes  a  conflict 
between  the  conmand  policy  of  having  chaplains  accompany  troops  on 
operations  and  the  requirement  to  minister  at  base  camps  and  clearing 
stations.  A  partial  solution  was  provided  in  a  coverage  plan  which 
calls  for  supplementary  coverage  of  brigades  by  the  use  of  Catholic 
Chaplains  from  Support  Command,  Division  Headquarters  and  Division 
Artillery. 

Observation:  This  policy  seems  to  relieve  the  sincere  anxiety  of 
Catholic  Chaplains  who  accompany  troops  to  forward  positions  as  well 
as  comnanders  who  wish  to  make  certain  that  all  their  troops  have 
spiritual  ministration.  It  would,  however,  be  unworkable  if  the 
entire  division  were  committed  in  several  widely  separated  areas. 

The  need  for  additional  chaplains  remains. 

OPERATIONS 

Chemical 

Items  E-1 53  CS  Cluster  with  E-63  Initiator. 

Discussion:  The  E-1 58  CS  Clustsr  has  been  tactically  employed  with 
excellent  results  during  the  reporting  period.  The  launch  platform 
was 'the  UH-1D  and  UH-1B  model  helicopters  flying  at  an  altitude 'of 
600  feet  and  air  speeds  of  60  to  00  knots.  The  time  settings  on  the 
E-63  Initiator  ranged  between  0.7  seconds  and  1.1  seconds.  At  600 
feet  the  drops  were  made  50  to  75  asters  prior  to  reaching  the  target 
resulting  in  excellent  ground  contamination  covering  an  area  approx¬ 
imately  100m  x  100m  with  each  munitl6n.f*  It  should  be  noted  that 
individual  bomblets  falling  in  swampy  areas  functioned  poorly. 

One  experimental  drop  of  an  E-1 53  Cluster  was  made  through  thick 
jungle  canopy  approximately  50  feet  high.  The  drop  altitude  was  200 
feet  with  an  initiator  time  setting  of  "O'1.  The  munition  penetrated 
the  jungle  canopy  and  began  functiong  prior  to  ground  contact  giving 
a  contamination  pattern  200  feet  in  diameter. 

In  using  the  E-1 53  CS  Cluster  the  only  problem  encountered  was 
that  after  one  hour  of  flight  to  the  target,  one  E-63  Initiator  un¬ 
threaded  itself  from  the  cluster  l£  turns.  This  loossning  was  prob¬ 
ably  due  to  vibration  while  sitting  on  the  floor  of  the  airdraft 
during  the  flight. 
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Observation:  The  E-158  Cluster  is  an  excellent  minition  for  covering 
area  targets  approximately  100m  x  lOCta  in  else.  Aircraft  speed  should 
be  between  60  and  80  knots  with  the  initiator  setting  between  0,7  end 
1.1  seconds.  The  nunition  should  be  dropped  50  to  75  meters  before 
reaching  the  desired  target  to  insure  a  direct  hit. 

The  E-158  CS  Cluster  is  ,  not  ef  fective  in  swampy  areap  and  targets 
in  those  areps  can  be  more  effectively  covered  using  the  improved  55 
gallon  drama  of  CS— 1 . 

Care  should  be  taken  to  insure  that  the  initiator  is  threaded 
doWn  tightly  to  the  cluster  after  prolonged  flights  in  helicopters., 

The  E-158  CS  Cluster  can  be  disseminated  from  low  levels 
(activating  upon  reaching  the  ground)  resulting  in  good  ground 
contamination  of  targets  2Q0  feet  in  diameter. 

It  eft;  Fusing  of  55  gallon  drums  of  CS-1  - 

Discussion:  The  present  system  of  fusing  the  55  gallon  drums  has 
caused  time  delays  and  malfunctions  during  CS  serial  missions  performed 
by  the  let  Infantry  Division*  The  fuse  system  used  is  as  follows: 

Ai  non-electric  blasting  cap,  a  length  of  safey  fuse  and  a  pull-pin 
friction  fuze  lighter. 

a.  It  is  nearly  impossible  to  determine  the  proper  length  (timing) 
of  the  time  fuze  as  required  from  various  heights,  V/hen  fuzes  are 
prepared  in  advance  they  are  subject  to  change  in  burning  rate  before 
they  aro  used  due  to  the  collection  of  water  in  humid  climates, 

b.  I*any  times  the  prearranged  mission  altitude  must  be  changed 
while  on  the  way  to  the  target  due  to  weather  conditions.  This  causes 
some  delay  as  all  of  the  fuzes  mist  be  exchanged  before  the  mission 
can  be  completed. 

c.  With  a  long  fuze  some  of  the  drums  reach  the  ground  before 
they  explpde.  Several  of  these  drums  have  malfunctioned  due  to  the 
fuzes  wing  pulled  from  the  bursters  by  limbs  of  trees  as  the  drums  are 
passing  through  the  jungle  canopy* 

Observation :>  .  adjupta^ble  time  fuse  should  be  developed  for  this 

type  of  mission, 7  ftjjpe,  should  ;be  cap^le  of  belng  adjusted  at 
one  second  intervals  forJttA*  "jitfritfds  ^eiye‘ertMfive’  am.  fourty*  seconds 
while  attached  to  the  burst**  in  the  aircraft*  '  jQnce  set  it  should 
be  possible  to  change  the  (i£iga  $*jft Irig.  (A  requirement  has  been  cent 
forward  for  this  type  of  fuse '**),*' 

Item:  Improvised  CS  Grenade  Dispenser* 

Discussion:  Eighteen  CS  grenades  were  dropped  from  two  homemade  dis¬ 
pensers  attached  to  the  rocket  mount*  6 1  a  UH-1 B  gun  ship.*  Each 
dispenser  contained  nine  grenades  ^ferenades  per  rodket  tube)  and 
was  activated  by  the  gunner  pullin^-  the  pin  which  released  the  door 
holding  the  grenade  in  the  tubes,  twd  grenades  "hung  up"  due  bent 
grenade  levers  and  had  to  .be  pushed  out:  of  the  tubes  with  a  rod.  Area 
coverage  at  impact  was  about  50  x  waters  for  each  dispenser  (9  CS 
grenades)* 
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Observation:  This  type  of  system  is  ideally  suited  for  tactical  em¬ 
ployment  on  small  targets  where  large  quantities  of  CS  are  not  required* 
It  has  the  distinct  advantage  of  giving  the  helicopter  gun  ships  a  CS 
capability  wihtout  hindering  their  primary  mission  of  delivering  high 
explosive  ammunition  in  close  ground  support  of  tactical  operations. 

Item:  Use  of  Powdered  CS— 1  for  Trail  Contamination. 

Discussion:  Powdered  Riot  Control  Agents  (RCA),  such  as  CS— 1 #  can  be 
used  to  deny  the'  eneny  terrain  and  avenues  of  approach,  CS  powder 
dispersed  on  vegetation  and  on  the  ground  under  the  jungle  canopy 
should  remain  effective  for  several  days  or  until  a  hard  rain. 

Powdered  CS  can  also  be  used  to  deny  the  enemy  access  to  buildings  and 
hbte.'  GS  dispersed  on  walls,, floors  and  into  thatched  roofs  can  effect¬ 
ively  deny  him  use  of  the  dwelling  for  up  to  a  few  weeks.  Since  only 
a  few  Viet  Cong  have  protective  masks,  and  most  of  these  are  exped¬ 
ient  type,  he  can  be  denied  use  of  these  contaminated  areas.  Friendly 
troops  equipped  with  protective  equipment  can  traverse  these  contaminated 
areas  with  only  mild  discomfort. 

An  expedient  method  of  dispersing  CS  on  trails  and  terrain  is  to 
use  eight  pound  bags  of  CS-1,  rupturing  the  bags  with  detonating 
cord  wraped  around  the  exterior  or  a  fragmentation  grenade  placed 
beneath  the  bag.  This  will  deposit  a  concentrated  amount  of  agent  in 
a  very  localized  area  resulting  in  a  temporary  obstacle  along  a  trail, 
road  or  small  confined  area. 

Observation:  Rupturing  containers  of  CS-1  in  such  a  manner  that  local 
contamination  will  occur  is  useful  in  hampering  the  enemy's  movement 
or  use  of  specific  localized  areas  or  buil'H^s. 

Tiumel  Operations, 


Item:  Solar  Blower. 

Discussion:  The  use  of  the;  Solar  Blower  and  colored  smoke  is  excel¬ 
lent  in  uncovering  hidden  tunnel  entrances.  This  method  is  most 
advartageous  when  time  is  a  factor.  The  only  requirements  are  that 
the  location  of  one  entrance  be  known  and  that  the  shaft  has  no  ob¬ 
struction  which  would  block  the  passage  of  smoke.*  The  ability  of  the 
blower  to  displace  air  at  4000  cubic  feet  per  minute  greatly  increased 
the  results  previously  obtained  using  the  Eighty  Mite.  The  Mighty 
Mite  is  no*  suitable  for  long  tunnels  and  fails  when  there  are  more 
than  several  entrances.  The  Solar- Blower  has  uncovered  eight  entrances: 
simultaneously  over  a  distance  of  1000  meters.  This  blower  con  be 
utilized  vdth  an  observation  helicopter  spotting  the  smoke  rising 
through  the  jungle.  The  blower  and  accessories  are  transportable  by 
UH-1D  helicopter  or  3/4  ton  truck.  It  must  be  transported  to  the  tun¬ 
nel-location  •  and-  can  be  carried  short  distances  by  hand.  It  is  in¬ 
advisable  and  naar  impossible  to  carry  it  any  distance  in  the  jungle 
by  hand  due  to  its  weight  and  bulk.  The  Solar  Blower  can  be  easily 
started  and  no  maintenance  problems  have  yet  been  encountered.  The 
blower  can  also  be  utilized  with  CS-1  to  flush  people  from  tunnels. 
Desirable,  the  blower  should  be  of  lighter  weight  and  its  tube  more 
flexible . 

Observation:  The  Solar  Blower !s  ability  for  locating  hidden  tunnel 
entrances  is  excellent,  although  weight  and  bulk  pose  a  problem  in 
movement  by  manpower.  A  helicopter  should  be  utilized  in  spotting  the 
smoke  when  in  juhgle  areas. 
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Item:  Tunnel  Construction* 

Discussion:  Recently,  numerous  tunnel  shafts  have  been  found  that 
have  walls  of  bamboo  at  various  intervals*  Upon  removal  of  these  walls, 
loose  dirt  and  the  sides  of  the  shaft  start  to  cave  in.  The  walls  are 
usually  30  to  50  meter  intervals  and  sometimes  contain  one  hollow  rod 
of  bamboo  which  goes  to  the  surface.  These  bamboo  walls  have  only 
been  found  in  long  tunnels. 

It  appears  that  the  Viet  Cong  have  devised  means  of  expediting 
tunnel  construction.  Instead  of  carrying  dirt  to  the  original  entrance 
or  starting  point,  they  have  dug  excavation  shafts  every  50  meters 
from  which  dirt  may  be  removed  to  the  surface.  This  cuts  down  the 
time  and  labor  involved  in  the  removal  of  dirt. 

When  the  main  shaft  is  complete,  a  wall  of  bamboo  is  placed  where 
the  excavation  shaft  enters  the  main  shaft.  When  the  wall  is  completed, 
the  excavation  shaft  is  filled  with  dirt.  This  process  is  continued 
until  there  is  one  long  shaft  with  two  entrances.  At  times  a  hollow 
bamboo  rod  is  placed  in  the  excavation  shaft  with  one  end  in  the  main 
shaft  and  the  other  breaking  the  surface.  This  is  a  means  of  vent¬ 
ilation  and  in  conjunction  with  others,  provides  drafts  which  mover 
air  through  the  tunnel. 

Observation:  This  method  of  excavation  provides  the  VC  with  the  cap- 
ability  of  rapid  construction  of  extensive  tunnel  systems.  The  re-  * 
duced  number  of  entrances  diminishes  the  chance  of  discovery.  The 
hollow  bamboo  rods  provide  excellent  mearis  of  ventilation,  enabling  the 
VC  to  work  and  live  in  the  tunnel.  It  also  provides  means  of  listening 
for  movement  on  the  surface. 


Item:  Tunnel  Kits. 


Discussion:  The  tunnel  kit  is  a  vasv  improvement  over  previous:  make¬ 
shift  equipment  *used  in  tunnel  exploitation.  The  following  are'iomments 
of  the  men  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  who  have  used  this  equipment. 

a.  .38  Cal  Pistol:  In  its  present  configuration  the  weapon  lacks 
balance  and  is  awkward  to  handle.  The  aiming  light  is  not  a  true 
aiming  light  in  that  the  beam  has  a  diameter  of  3  feet  at  a  distance 
of  10° feet .  Furthermore,  spray  firing  in  the  small  confines  of  a 
tunnel  is  almost  certain  to  hit  the  target.  For  these  reasons  the 
aiming  light  should  be  omitted  and  this  would  decrease  the  pistol  weight. 
The  weapon  required  is  one  that  is  multiple  shot,  light  wright,  toll 
balanced  and  sufficiently  quiet  to  avoid  ear  damage  when  fired  in 
confined  space.  Possibly  a  snub  nose  .38  cal  with  silencer  or  a  .2? 
cal  wcaf  on  with  silencer  would  meet  these  requirements. 


it.  Baseball 
equipment  is  v: 
fii‘1  I  use  of  the 
wauld  eliminate 


Cap:  The  design  of  the  baseball  cap  with  its  access 
:ep  table  except  that  the  bill  of  the  cap  hinders  the 
oaf-mounted  light  beam.  A  hat  bill  of  one  inch  or 
this  problem. 


ory 


less 


Oq-Mo  in  ted  Light:  'Phis  light  works,  well  and  is  of  sufficient 
power  to  provide  the  required  amount.  oL  illumination  in  runnel  oper¬ 
ations.  The  bite  switch  however  fails  to  function  on  visional ly,  short, - 
i  tig  (>u  t  the  1  ight . 

d.  ()< iirunun i  cat  i on  Fystem:  To  date  this  port  ion  o[  the  Tunnel  Kit. 
works  very  well  and  is  acceptable  in  its  arrant  ■unf igurati on. 
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Observation:  The  Tunnel  Kit  is  an  excellent  aid  in  performing  the 
mission  of  exploring  tunnels.  Implementation  of  the  few  suggested 
changes  above  will  gre  tly  aid  the  tunnel  teams* 

Herbicide  Operations 


It  dm:  Crop  Destruction, 

Discussion:  The  rice  crops  in  BINH  DUONG  Province  are  categorized 
into  three  types  depending  on  time  of  harvest.  These  are  early,  medium 
and  late  crops.  Generally  the  early  crops,  which  account  for  about 
five  per  cent  of  the  total,  are  harvested  in  August  and  September,  the 
medium  rice  in  November  and  December,  and  the  late  rice  in  December  and 
January.  The  vast  majority  of  the  rice  crops  from  just  south  of  the 
MICHELIN  Plantation  area  to  the  Iron  Triangle,  and  west  from  LAI  KHE 
to  the  SAIGON  River,  are  medium  and  late  harvest  crops.  In  addition, 
an  insignificant  portion  of  the  rice  crop  may  be  classified  as  wild  or 
unplanted  rice,  and  includes  crops  sporadically  plant e.d  from  time  to 
time  throughout  the  growing  season.  It  is  estimated  that  the  harvest 
from  these  crops  constitutes  only  one  or  two  per  cent  of  the  total. 
Within  the  area  described  above,  the  most  ideal  time  for  crop  destruc¬ 
tion  is  between  10  and  20  October  for  then  it  is  too  late  for  the  VC 
to  replant.  If  this  rice  is  sprayed  in  August  or  September,  new  crops 
can  be  planted  in  time  for  a  December  or  January  harvest,  A  case  in 
point  is  the  rice  along  the  tributaries  of  the  SAIGON  River  running 
northwest  from  XT  7432  to  XT  6639*  Approximately  90  per  cent  of  these 
crops  were  destroyed  by  aerial  spray  with  agent  “Orange”  on  4  September 
1966.  One  month  later  a  recon  of  this  area  disclosed  that  approximately 
60  per  cent  of  these  crops  had  been  replanted.  This  rice  will  be  ready 
for  harvest  in  December  or  early  January. 

Observation:  The  lesson  learned  here  is  that  for  maximum  effect, 
rice  crops  should  not  be  sprayed  prior  to  about  4  to  6  weeks  before 
harvest.  To  do  so  is  a  waste  of  time,  manpower,  aircraft  sorties 
and  herbicides. 


Engineer 

Item:  ftrior  ReconriAissance  and  Planning. 

Discussion?  The  necessity  for  complete  and  accurate  prior  reconnais¬ 
sance  and  planning  in  order  to  avoid  critical  delays  has  been  proven 
time  and  again.  Usually  time  is  a  Very  critical  factpr  in  an  operation 
and  delays  due  to  errors  in  construction  or'  in  having'  the  necessary 
men  and  equipment  on  hand:must  lie  avoided.  On-the-ground  or  low- 
level  aerial  reconnaissance  by  Engiheer  Task  Force  Conm&nder  is  a  must. 
Recon  team  reports  are  excellent  for  "early  planning  but  cannot  sub¬ 
stitute  for  recon  by  the  man  who  muatdo  the  job.  Following  this, 
adequate  planning  and  preparation,  particularly  including  materials 
and  procedures  for  operations  under  adverse  conditions  of  weather  and 
the  enemy,  are  a  must.  Preparation  must  also  provided  for  all 
possible  eventualities. 

Observation:  Complete  and  accurate  reconnaissance  and  planning,  to 
include  all  eventualities,  must  be  made  prior  to  each  operation. 

Item:  Air  Lift  of  Prefabricated  Tactical  Bridging  by  CH-47* 
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Discussion?  During  Operation  TULSA  (9  Oct  -  15  Oct  66)  a  38  foot,  4 
inch  K4T6  dry  span  was  prepared  far  airlift  as  a  precaution.  This 
consisted  of  two  external  loads  and  one  internal  load.  The  two  ex¬ 
ternal  loads  consisted  first  of  the  H  frame  assembly  and  second  of  28 
normal  balk  stacked  4  high  and  7  vide.  The  internal  load  consisted  of 
the  remaining  normal  balk,  the  short  and  taperd  balk,  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  tools.  .The  H-frame  is  lifted  utilising  four  20-foot  standard 
nylon  slings  basket-hitched  to  two  nylon  doughnut  rolls  at  the  apex. 

The  28  normal  balk  are  lifted  utilising  12  feet  standard  slings. 

Four  days  after  preparation  of  the  load,  t,he  VC  blew  a  38  foot 
concrete  bridge.  Due  to  earlier  preparation  ve  were  able  to  airlift 
the  dry  span  into  position  and  place  the  necessary  M4T6  filler  balk 
without  delaying  the  scheduled  convoy.  The  convoy  would  bave  been 
delayed  for  aver  an  hour  had  not  precautionary  measures  been  taken. 

Observation:  Airlift  of  38  feet,  4  inch  M4T6  dry  span  bridges  by  CH-47 
is  feasible  and  desirable  in  tactical  road  clearing  operations  where 
time  is  a  critical  factor.  It  is  also  desirable  to  have  at  least  one 
dry  span  prepared  ofr  airlift  as  a  precautionary  measure  during  road 
clearing  operations. 

Item:  Engineers  Secondary  Mission: 

Discussion:.  During  Operation  AMARILLO  (23  Aug  -  1  Sep  66),  a  road 
clearing  and  security  operation,  the  securing  infantry  was  diverted  to 
fight  a  reinforeed  VC  battalion,  and  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  was 
called  upon  to  reorganize  and  fight  as  infantry.  This  was  accomplished 
quickly  and  efficiently,  resulting  in  a  VC  body  count  of  eight  credited 
to  the  let- Engineer  Battalion,  There  have  also  been  numerous  other 
instances  where  elements  of  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  have  been  fired 
upon  while  performing  their  missions. 

Observation:  Combat  engineers  must  train  in  infantry  tactics  and  must 
always  be  prepared  to  revert  to  their  secondary  mission  upon  short  notice. 

Item:  Use  of  Tractor-Drawn  Rooters  for  Cutting  Cocin&nd  Vires. 

Discussion:  A  tractor  drawn  single  tooth  root^.h^s*  been.  Sound  to  be 
very  efficient  in  cutting  and/or  uncovering  the  detonating  vires  to 
cotnm&na  mines .  A  tractor  drawn  rooter  : should  be  operated  on  each  aide 
of  the  road  to  be  cleared.  The  tractor  should  he  preceded  by  a  buttoned- 
up  tank  for  security  and  for  detonating  ary  AjP.-^ines  that  may  be  in  the 
path  of  rooting.  The  rooters  are  operated  arywhere  from  five  to  fifty 
meters  off  the  road  shoulders  depending  upon  the  terrain  encountered. 
However,  in  an  effort  to  combat  these  rooters,  the  VC  have  at  times 
placed  claymores  20  to  30  meters  off  the  road,  and  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  root  at  least  20  meters  away  from  the  road,  and  if  the  terrain 
permits,  30  to  40  meters  off  the  road.  The  rooter  is  able  to  cut  24 
inches  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  which  is  usually  a  sufficient 
depth  to  cut  or  uncover  all  detonating  wires  laid  by  the  VC.  This 
method  has  been  used  quite  frequently  by  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  and 
has  proven  very  successful. 

Observation:  Tractor  drawn  rooters  should  be  used  on  all  road  clearing 
operations  if  at  all  possible. 

Item:  Neutralization  of  Coemand  Mines. 
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Discussion:  From  experience,  the  1  st  Engineer  Battalion  has  c  *me  up 
with  a  specific  procedure  to  be  used  in  the  neutralization  of  command 
mines,  The  following  procedure  has  proved  very  successful. 

a.  Locate  command  wires  leading  to  the  mine  either  visually  or  by 
use  of  a  rooter.  If  a  mine  is  detected  with  a  detector  or  probes, 
immediately  search  for  lead  wires. 

b.  Cut  the  command  wires, 

c.  Move  all  but  one  man  at  least  100  meters  from  the  mine  area* 

d*  One  man  attach  firing  wire  to  wires  leading  into  the  road,  being 
careful  not  to  disturb  the  wire  or  pull  it;  move  co  a  safe  position, 
and  try  to  fire  the  mine  electrically,  Remember  always  that  booby 
traps  ihay  be  present, 

0,  tf  the  mine  does  not  detonate,  .sweep  along  the  wire  (pne  man 
only)  toward  the  road,  and  blow  any  suspected  mine  or  booby  trap 
locations.  If  unable  to  locate  the  mine,  set  a  row  of  charges^on  t.he. 
road  and  blow  them  all, 

f .  After  the  mine  has  been  detonated  carefully  attach  .^.‘pi'dPe  of 
wire  or  rope  to  the  end  of  the  wires  leading  away  frome^thd’  r<4ad.,  /  If 
an  APC  is  available,  use.it  to  pull  the  wire  out,  vrith,^Qi‘l'dX£osed 
personnel  moved  back  to  ?  safe  area.  If  no, APC  is  avsilftbld',  pjay  out 
the  wire  pr  rope  you  have  attached  to  the  firing  wires  tbpd^pull  ‘by 
band  at^a  safe  distance  away.  Do  not  pull  directly  on  ttie  Wires  or 
probe  around  the  wires.  This  same  procedure  may  be  used  for  wires 
leading  into  the  road, 

g.  If  unable  to  pull  the  wire  out  completely,  get  an  armored  ve¬ 
hicle  to  run  down  the  wire  to  its  end.  Above  all,  use  care  and  com¬ 
mon  sense  and  stay  alert. 

Observation:  The  aboVe  described  procedure  should  be  used  for  neutral¬ 
ization  of  command  mirtes  whenever  possible. 

Item:  Wearing  of  Armored  Ve$ts: 

Discussion:  In  several  operations  unnecessary  injuries  have  resulted 
due  to  failure  to  wear  armored  vests,  £nd Conversely,  several  lives 
have  been  saved  due  to  the  use  of  Aimtored  Vests .  The  vest  should  be 
warn  dealing  with  demolitions,  when  sweeping  for  mines,  ?nd  when 
operating  engineer  equipment  outside  of  base  camp. 

Observation:  /ill  personnel  dealing  with. demolitions  or  mine  detection 
and  all  personnel  operating  vehicles  and  enuipinent  in  insecure  areas 
should  wear  armored  vests. 

Item:  Positioning  of  Engineer  troopta  for  Road  Repairs: 

Discussion:  Very  often  time  is  a  cylticajL  factor  in  ccijvoy  operations. 
The  road  must  be  repaired  by  engineers  before'  the  convoy  arrives  and 
sometimes  engineers  may  accompany  a.  ionvoy  in  order  to  affbet  neces¬ 
sary  repairs  for  successful  convoy passage. 
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Observation;  All  engineer  troops  should  be  moved  into  the  area  of 
operation  as  early  as  possible  to  allow  quick  reaction  to  sudden  re¬ 
quirements  and  to  rllow  maximum  time  available  for  repair  work.  When 
moving  out  on  a  road  repair  Job,  the  engineer  convoy  should  be  arranged 
so  that  hasty  repairs  can  be  accomplished  by  the  first  few  items  in  the 
convoy  to  allow  passage  of  the 'rest  of  the  convoy.  If  the  repair  can 
be  accomplished  without  heavy  equipment,  air  movement  of  engineer  troops 
and  security  elements  1-2  hours  before  convoy  movement  is  th*  most  ef¬ 
fective  way  to  eliminate  delay » 

Item:  Expedient  Road  Repairs  during  the  Monsoon  Season: 

Discussion:  Draters  cannot  generally  be  filled  and  subjected  to  traf¬ 
fic  during  the  wet  season.  This  is  also  true  for  the  soft  spots  on  the 
road  that  develope  due  to  improper  drainage  and  constant  convoy  traffic. 
PSP  can  be  used  as  expedient  surfacing  material;  however,  PSP  is  really 
only  a  wearing  surface  And  mst  be  tacked  down  to  a  solid  bearing  sur¬ 
face  or  else  it  soon  becomes  warped  and  bent  by  convoy  traffic  and  be¬ 
comes  a  hindrance  to  convoy  passage.  The  most  successful  expedient 
solution  to  this  problem  has  been  the  construction  of  a  timber  tread- 
way  orer  the  filled  crater  or  soft  spot.  In  effect,  this  is  tht  Super¬ 
structure  of  a  timber  trestle  bridge „ placed  directly  onto  the  bad  spot 
of  the  road.  Its  methou  of  construction  varies  with  time  available 
and  the  degree  of  road  repair*  necessary.  However,  usually  footers  are 
placed  parallel  to  the  road,  with  deck  planking  placed  on  top  of  the 
footers  perpendicular  to  the  road,  and  with  treadway  placed  on  top  of 
the  decking  parallel,  with  the  road  and  with  the  flow  of  traffic.  This 
method  proved  extremely  successful  during  Operation  TULSA  where  heavy 
rains  made  many  spots  impassable  mud  holes,  but  repairs  were  affected 
by  construction  of  these  t readway s  without  any  delay  in  convoy  passage. 

Observation:  During  the  monsoon  season  lumber  should  be  used  to  construct 
expedient  treadways  to  assist  convoy  passage  over  craters  and  soft  spots 
in  the  road. 

Item;  Jeep  Mounted  Mine  Detector: 

Discussion:  Recently  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  field  tested  a  jeep 
mounted  mine  detector  consisting  of  a  1/4  ton  Jeep  and  a  6  foot  mine 
detecting  head  attached  to  the  front  of  the  jeep  and  two  feet  in  front 
of  the  bumper.  This  jeep  may  be  operated  with  a  driver  or  by  a  remote 
control  unit  300  meters  behind  the  jeep.  When  operated  for  mine  de¬ 
tection  the  jeep  moves  out  at  5-10  mph  and  will  automatically  come  tD 
an  abrupt  stop  when  the  detecting  head  passes  over  a  metallic  object. 

This  method  of  mine  detection  proved  very  successful  in  field  testing. 

It  is  to  be  also  noted  that  much  time  may  be  saved  in  using  this  method 
of  mine  detection  rather  than  using  the  normal  man  operated  mine  detectors. 

Observation:  It  is  highly  recommended  that  the  Amy  purchase  this 
jeep  mounted  mine  detector  for  use  by  utiits  in  Vietnam  in  road  clearing 
operations.  It  is  desirable,  though,  to  modify  the  present  model  so 
as  to  have  a  wider  detecting  head  Ah  front  of  the  jeep.  As  a  minimum 
£  feet  is  desirable  to  obtain  a  dedent  stoeep  of  one  lane  of  the  road; 
however,  if  possible,  an  even  './ider  head  is  desirable  to  clear  as 
great  an  area  as  possible  ifc  ohe  sweep. 
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Item:  Transportation  of  105m  Shell  Canisters, 

Discussion:  Due  to  the  amount  of  annmnltion  residue  which  accumulates 
during  firing,  the  return  of  shell  canisters  to  a  secure  area  by  air¬ 
craft  can  become  a  problem.  In  past  operations  CH-47  helicopters  have 
carried  only  two  A-2 2  containers  of  canisters  per  sortie.  Hie  to  the 
light  weight  of  the  canisters  it  is  felt  that  four  A-22  containers 
could  be  carried  by  each  CH-47  sortie,  providing  the  containers  are 
available. 

Observation:  Units  should  be  provided  sufficient  A-22  containers 
to  fill  the  need  of  ammunition  resupply  and  evacuation  af  shell 
canisters.  Also,  all  ammunition  personnel  must  be  thoroughly  train¬ 
ed  in  rigsing  and  leading  anmunition  for  air  transport. 

Item:  Use  of  Delay  Fuze  on  Mangrove  Swamps, 

Discussion;  The  dud  probability  rate  of  fuze  M51A5  when  set  on  .05 
second  delay  is  highly  increased  when  firing  into  mangrove  swamps. 

Observation:  Ths  usa  of  delay  fuzes  is  not  reconmended  for  use  in 
swampy  Areas, 

Item:  Bee  hive  amaunition. 

Discussion:  Beehive  anminition  is  frequently  transported  in  fiber 
containers  on  airmobile  operations  and  soon  becomes  unserviceable  due 
to  rain,  bent  canisters,  etc.  The  wooden  box  is  often  lost  or  des¬ 
troyed,  and  the  box  for  standard  105nn  ammunition  is  not  a  suitable 
container  for  the  beehive  ammunition  due  to  its  additional  length. 

Observation:  Beehive  ammunition  should  be  kept  in  the  box  in  which 
initlallyissued  during  all  displacements.  Further/  the  box  should  be 
painted  a  distinctive  color  for  ready  identification. 

Item:  Use  of  Logistical  Nets. 

Discussion:  Because  of  the  site  of  areas  or  operations,  length' of-;, 
operftione,  and  mobility  restrictions,  use  of  radios  fof  administrative 
and  logistioal  matters  .becomes  imperative*  Tactical  sets,  .(2F 'ffifidT** 

Fire  Nets,  become  excessively  cluttered. 

Observation:  An  administrative  ahd  logistical  net  should  b&- authorized 
for  each  battalion  size  unit  and  additional  radios  made  available. 

Equipment 

Item:  GFT-OST  instruments  swell  front extrepe  moisture. 

Discussion:  The  extreme  ground  acoisture  and  humidity  encountered  in 
areas  such  as  RUNG  SAT  SPECIAL  ZONE  causes  swelling  of  the  paper 

cover  on  GFT-GST  to  such  a  degree  thAt  they  often  become  inoperable. 

Observation:  Protection  of  GFT-GST  with  a  moisture  proof  cover  is 
mandatory.  Swelling,  if  excessive,  can  be  reduced  by  the  use  of  a  hot 
box.  GFT-GST  made  of  metal  or  other  suitable  materials  should  be 
issued  for  use  in  theee  areas* 
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It  at:  Fogging  of  sight a. 

Discussion:  Howitzer  sights  are  subject  to  frequent  fogging  due  to 
atmospheric  conditions. 

Observation:  Extra  eights  should  be  available  in  the  battery  to  ex¬ 
change  for  fogged  sights*  Use  of  a  hot  box  will,  partially  eliminate 
this  problem. 


Operations 

Item:  Tub#  displacement  due  to  unstable  soil  conditions  encountered 
in  the  RUNG  SAT  LiTCIAL  ZONE. 

Discussion:  The  mission  of  a  105ma  howitzer  battery  sometimes  requires 
movement  into  areas  which  will  not  withstand  the  weight  of  the  howitzer. 
Movement  to  rice  paddies,  swampy  areas,  and  river  banks  are  common. 
Because  of  the  nature  of  these  locations  and  the  high  water  content  of 
the  soil,  the  trails  of  the  howitzer  bury  in  the  nud.  The  subsequent 
displacement,  caused  by  unstable  soil  conditions,  decreases  the  max4 mam 
rate  of  fire  because  howitzers  have  to.be  relayed  several  time#  during 
a  fire  mission. 

Observation;  As  an  expedient  solution  to  combating  unstable  soil  con¬ 
dition,  a  length  of  6"x6M  timber  is  placed  behind  each  trail  spade. 
Pierced  steel  planking  (PSP)  is  then  placed  lengthwise  in  a  vertical 
position  to  increase  the  bearing  surface  of  the  timbers.  Additional 
stability  may  be  achieved  by  driving  engineer  stakes  behind  the  FSP. 

The  advance  party  should  carry  sufficient  PSP  (6  pieces)  to  construct 
a  landing  pad  for  the  first  howitzer  and  a  pad  for  receiving  CH-47 
helicopter  internal  loads.  Each  suoceding  howitzer  section  should 
carry  PSP  for  the  section  which  follows  until  all  gun  pads  are  complete. 

Item:  Use  of  artillery  illumination  to  assist  flare  ships. 

Discussion:  Flare  ships  have  difficulty  locating  the  area  wnich  is  to 
be  illuminated.  Infantry  adjustment  procedures  (drop  and  correct 
method)  are  time  consuming  and  waste  flares.  Artillery  units  are  in 
radio/wire  contact  with  infantry  TOC1s  and  are  capable  of  fifing 
illumination  missions  rapidly  and  accurately. 

Observation:  Artillery  Illumination  has  the  capability  and  choud  be 
used  to  marie  areas  of  drop  for  flare  ships. 

Gunnery  Procedures 

Item:  Requirement  for  GFT  settings  in  all  directions  for  numerous 
charges  without  being  able  to  register  as  frequently  as  desired. 

Discussion:  MET  plus  VE.  GFT  setting s  should  be  computed  for  eight 
directions  using  VE'e  obtained  from  registrations  with  concurrent  metro 
computations.  By  computing  MET  4  VE  in  eight  directions  for  all  norm¬ 
ally  used  charges,  £400  mil  transfer  limits  agre  established.  This 
system  is  further  modified  to  utilize  average  metro  data  based  on  10 
day  averages.  Thie  is  applied  to  the  VE4#  derived  from  registrations. 

Observation:  The  use  of  average  MET  +  VE  has  produced  first  round 
accuracy  in  all  directions  except  periods  of  extreme  weather  change 4 
GFT  setting#  dbtained  are  in  most  cases  better  than  using  updated 
registration  GFT  settings. 
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Item:  Safety  aiming  circle. 

D  iflcuaaion:  Direct  support  artillery  battalions  constantly  change 
azimuth  of  lay  to  keep  up  with  the  movement  of  ground  forces.  With  the 
frequency  of  relaying  and  the  urgency  for  speed,  laying  errors  are  pos¬ 
sible,  particularly  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

Observation:  A  safety  aiming  circle,  oriented  independently  from  the 
primary  circle,  can  be  used  to  check  the  lay. 

Item:  Jungle  uiopies  cause  tree  bursts  short  of  desired  point  of  im¬ 
pact. 

Discussion:  Frequently,  forward  observers  travel  in  jungle  areas  where 
the  tree  top  canopy  is  extremely  high  and  dense.  When  artillery  sup¬ 
port  originates  from  the  rear  of  ground  units  and  they  are  on  the  azimuth 
of  fire,  the  possibility  of  trea  bursts  short  of  desired  point  of  im¬ 
pact  and  above,  friendly  troops  exists. 

Observation:  In  this  situation  forward  observers  should  request  high 
angle  fire  with  fuze  quick,  or  advise  the  FDC  of  the  height  of  the 
canopy  for  an  appropriate  site  correction. 


Items  Radar  registrations  of  howitzer  end  mortar  batteries. 

PlaCMBlpp:  Tfce  use  of  the  l  k  counter  mortar  radar  to  conduct 
day  and  night  registrations  provides  a  means  of  establishing  a  valid 
GFT  petting.  This  means  achieves  greater  importance  when  aircraft  are 
not  available  for  observation  or  when  target  clearance  cannot  be  obtained 
during  the  daylight  hours,  or  visibility  otherwise  precludes  registration. 
Further,  the  data  devised  is  often  mbre  accurate  than  adjusted  regist¬ 
rations  due  to  the  inherent  inaccuracy  of  map  inspected  registration 
points. 

Observation:  'hen  normal  observed  impact  registration*? cannot  be  con¬ 
ducted,  radar  le  a  valid  means  for  howitier  and  mortar  registrations. 

Item?  Use  of  AJf/TPS  25  surveillance  radar. 

M.ecuflaion:  When  AN/TPS  25  surveillance  radar  detected  vehicular  move¬ 
ment  par  a  road  outside  base  camp  perimeter  two  nights  in  a  row,  an 
intersection  of  the  road  was  cleared  for  artillery  fire  for  the  following 
fdght  and  guns  laid  on  the  intersection.  When  vehicle  movement  was 
detected  the  next  evening,  artillery  interdiction  fire  was  placed  on 
the  cleared  intersection  and  the  movement  abruptly  ceased,  to  movement 
has  been  detected  on  thft  particular  road  since  that  time. 

Observation:  Coordination  on  AN/TPS  25  surveillance  radar  and  artillery 
increase  effectiveness  of  interdiction  fire*,< 

Personnel 

Item:  Artillery  officer  replaoessente. 

Discussion:  The  officer  replacement  a  to  Division  Artillery  during  a 
three  month  period  included  20  captains  whose  only  experience  had  been 
in  air  defense.  Their  lack  of  training  and  experience  in  field  artillery 
created  a  problem  in  their  assignments.  While  cert  sin  "positions  are  rel¬ 
atively  branch  iamaterlal',  only  a  few  of  these  positions  are  open  at  any 
one  time. 
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Obaervation:  Action  is  being  taken  by  Division  G-1  to  screen  and  divert 
from  assignment  to  Division  Artillery ,  officers  whose  training  and  ex¬ 
perience  are  not  consonant  with  Division  Artillery  needs.  In  addition, 
a  training  program  has  been  conducted  by  Division  Artillery  S-3  to 
provide  basic  field  artillery  knowledge  to  those  officers  who  lack  such 
training. 


Signal  Coommicationa 

Item;  Better  telephone  service  provuded  to  subscribers  at  Danger  Main. 

Discussion:  Increased  subscriber  requirements  and  expansion  of  base 
camp  facilities  hatre  increased  so  rapidly  during  the  past  year  that  the 
signal  battalion  has  gone  outside  its  TOE  in  order  to  obtain  equipment 
to  meet  growing  subscriber  requirements.  Che  of  the  areas  hardest  hit 
has  been  the  operation  of  the  switchboard  at  Danger  Main.  The  battalion 
is  authorized  the  AN/MTC-3  as  the  basic  switchboard  for  operation  of 
Danger  Main.  Initially  the  battalion  utilized  two  AN/MXC— 1  fs  to  provide 
trunking  and  local  circuits  to  subscribers  at  Main.  One  AN/ftTC-1  was 
used  for  all  long  distant  trunks  while  the  other  terminated  all  locals. 
Ms  system  worked  adequately,  however,  the  time  delay  incurred  by 
going  through  two  switchboards  was  unacceptable.  The  obvious  solution 
was  to  have  one  switchboard  terminate  all  circuits  coning  into  Danger 
Main.  On  16  August  steps  were  taken  to  eliminate  the  Danger  LD  board 
by  transferring  all  trunk  circuits  to  the  Danger  Main  board  and  the 
Support  Command  board.  This  provided  better  and  faster  service  to  all 
subscribers  at  Main,  since  direct  access  to  long  distant  trunks  was 
now  available  without  going  through  a  second  switchboard.  In  conjunction 
with  the  removal  of  the  long  distance  board,  a  study  was  initiated  to 
investigate  the  feasibility  of  paralleling  two  AN/MTC-1  *s  back  to  back 
to  obtain  additional  switchboard  positions.  The  study  revealed  that 
paralleling  the  AN/MTC-1  was  possible  and  as, many  as  3  additional 
positions  could  be  obtained.  The  Job  was  started  on  13  September  and 
completlft  on  15  September  thus  increasing  the  efficiency  and  service 
to  telephone  subscribers  at  Danger  Main.  Present  plans  are  to  increase 
the  capabilities  at  Danger  Main  further  by  installing  a  nine  position 
board. 

‘Observation:  The  multiple  arrangement  of  the  Danger  Main  switchboard 
has  proven  to  be  highly  successful.  The  improvement  in  operator  ef¬ 
ficiency  and  subscriber  service  has  been  quite  noticeable  since  the 
effected  change. 

Item;  Improvement  of  MARS  Program: 

Piscu8sicn:  Availability  of  frequencies  and  operating  restrictions 
have  been  two  of  the  major  problems  that  have  hampered  the  growth  of 
the  division  MARS  Program,  This  problem  is  not  unique  to  this  division 
but  has  been  encountered  by  all  MARS  stations  in-country.  Several 
attempts  have  been  made  by  the  MARS  representative  of  this  battalion 
to  improve  the  overall  operation  of  the  program*  Actions  t?ken  by 
this  unit  are  listed  belc*/: 

1 .  Representatives  visited  /dr  F&rce  MARS  facility  at  BIEN  HOA  te 
discuss  present  operations,  cocim&n  problems  and  methods  of  improvement . 

2.  KARS  representatives  visited  USARV  Signal  to  discuss  overall  pro¬ 
gram  improvements. 

3.  Relocated  antenna  at  DI  AN  to  new  location  to  obtain  greater 
transmitting  power. 
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Observation:  Considerable  improvement  has  been  noted  in  the  operation 
of  the  MARS  Program  during  the  peat  three  months.  Improvements  noted  in 
the  program  are: 

1 .  Additional  operating  frequencies  authorized, 

2.  Additional  stations  in  the  states  authorized  to  work  with  HAR5 
stations  in  Vietnam, 

3.  IWenty-fcur  hour  patching  which  increases  the  total  number  cf  phone 
patches  that  can*  be  made, 

4.  Marsgrami  traffic  authorized  to  be  transmitted  to  Japan  via  Ratt. 

The  MARS  Prorram  is  being  introduced  to  all  newly  arrived  personnel  to 
the  division.  Blank  forms  for  Haregrams  are  now  available  at  the  1st 
Administrrtion  Conpnny  and  all  incoming  personnel  fire  encouraged  to 
participate  in  the  program* 


LOGISTICS 

Medical  Service 

Control  or  patients  personal  effects  and  weapons. 

Discussion:  Control  of  patients  effects  and  weapons  has  been  a  continous 
problem  ir  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  The  problem  has  been  comoounded 
during  the  last  quarter  by  large  numbers  of  patients  coning  to  the  clear¬ 
ing  station  direct  from  the  field  on  two  separate  occasions.  Another 
problem  is  that  some  patients  bypass  the  division  clearing  station  and 
go  direct  to  Amy  facilities. 

Observation;  The  medical  battalion  SOP*  on  handling  of  patient  personal 
effects  end  weapons,  was  reviewed  and  revised  and  sent  to  each.medical 
company,  stressing  the  importance  of  command  responsibility  for  the 
control  of  patient  perepnal  effects  and  weapons..  Jn  situations  where 
there  are  large  numbers,  of,  patients,  the  CO,  1st  Medical  Battalion 
recommend*  that  the  brigade  or  the  battalion  collect  the  weapons  and 
ammmition  it  the  point  where  patients  are  loaded  on  the  aeromedial 
evacuation  helicopter.  Ibis  would  eliminate  the  safety  hazard  caused 
at  the*  plearing  station  and  also  would  assure  a  tighter  control  of 
weapons  in  the  iivisicn,  This  procedure  would  keep  the  weapon®  that 
have  been  going  with  the  patient  to  Army  medical  facilities  in  the 
division. 

Items  Transportation  of  Medical  Personnel,  apdr* Equipment. 

Discussions  Busing  operations  where  th/e  1st  Mediepl  Battalion  must 
displace  auction  of  the  clearing  to  a  forward  area,  ye  experienced 
some -difficulty  in  getting  the  medical  personnel  and  equipment  moved 
by  air  to  the  forward  position.  This  difficulty  was  due  to  the  low 
priority  given  the  medical  battalion  for  air  movement, 

Cteservation:  Coordination  with  the  brigade  S-4  and  TOC  in  regard  to 
movement  of  the  medical  personnel  and  equipment  by  aircraft  already 
allocated  to  the  brigade  has  proven  very  satisfactory.  The  brigade, 
by  moving  the  medical  personnel  and  equipment  along  with  the  tactical 
treops,  will  bo  assured  of  having  the  required  medical  support  to 
support  the  tactical  situation. 
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Item:  Coordination  of  ambulances  at  the  DI  AN  helipad  during  heavy 
patient  receiving  period, 

Pfcgcussion:  It  has  been  noted  that  notification  to  prepare  for  every 
patient  input  has  come  from  more  than  one  source.  Each  sourece  is  in¬ 
terested  in  making  sure  we  have  ambulances  at  the  helipad.  It  is  con¬ 
fusing  to  receive  calls  from  many  sources  which  results  in  too  many 
ambulances  at  the  helipad  at  one  time,  since  calls  come  into  the  med 
facility,  the  company  and  the  headquarters. 

Observation:  Upon  notification  of  a  heavy  patient  input  into  DI  AN 
area,  coming  either  from  the  Division  Surgeon^  office  or  the  Support 
Command  S-3,  a  vehicle  with  radio  is  diapached  both  to  the  clearing 
station  emergency  and  to  the  helipad  and  two  ambulances  are  dispached 
to  the  helipad.  All  calls  regarding  support  should  be  referred  to  the 
battalion  S-3  who  monitors  traffic  between  the  two  control  locations. 

Item:  Utilization  of  Dust  Off  Helicopters, 

Discussion:  Dust  Off  helicopters  are  an  extremely  valuable  asset  in 
support  of  a  medical  company  and  must  be  used  with  discretion. 

Observation:  For  the  maximum  utilization  of  these  aircraft,  it  is  man¬ 
datory  that  the  whereabouts  of  these  aircraft  be  made  known  to  the  sup¬ 
ported  brigade  at  all  times.  Evacuation  of  other  Vietnamese  personnel 
cannot  be  rated  higher  than  a  routine  classification  for  aeromedical 
evacuation. 

Item:  Non-Receipt  of  requisitioned  non-medical  supply  items. 

Discussion;  Some  non-medical  supplies,  -uch  as  boots,  fatigues,  under¬ 
wear  and  socks,  which  were  requisitioned,  were  not  received  or  were 
slow  in  being  issued. 

Observation:  Liason  trips  to  the  supplying  agent,  at  least  twice  j>er 
month,  has  resulted  in'the  more  timely  issue  of  the  supplies  listed 
above. 

Item:  Refrigerators. 

Discussion:  Because  of  the  extreme  heat  it  is  necessary  that  all  food, 
drugs  and  biological^  be  kept  under  refrigeration.  Not  enough  refriger¬ 
ation  is  provided  in  a  TOE  unit  that  operates  in  a  fixed  facility. 

Observation:  12.5  cu  ft  commercial  type  refrigerators  for  drugs,  and 
biologicals  are  required  in  the  hospital  and  Medical  Supply  Warehouse. 

65  cu  ft  refrigeration  is  required  for  the  mess  hall. 

Item:  Medical  resupply. 

Discussion:  Some  difficulties  and  shortages  are  being  experienced  by 
forward  units  in  respect  to  foot  powder  and  water  purification  tablets. 
These  items  are  medical  in  nature  and  should  be  ordered  through  medical 
channels. 

Observation ;  Closer  coordination  between  the  Area  Medical  Supply  Officer 
and  units  supported  would  reduce  the  erroneous  information  being  supplied 
to  the  units. 

Item:  Ifye  glasses. 
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Discussion;  Difficulty  is  being  experienced  by  units  in  obtaining  eye 
glasses.  This  is  due  to  the  fact-  that  units  do  not  follow  the  proper 
channels  for  ordering  eye  glasses. 

Observation;  The  Battalion  Medical  Platoon  Assistant  does  not  follow 
the  proper  sequence  in  ordering  glasses*  Some  individuals  bypass  the 
medical  company  in  support  of  their  unit,  instead  of  going  to  the 
medical  company  as  ie  required. 

Item:  Individual  follow-up  of  spectacle  requests. 

Discussion:  An  important  oversight  of  anindividual  ordering  spectacles 
is  his  failure  to  follow-up  on  these  spectacles  with  either  an  injury 
or  new  spectacle  order  request  should  a  significant  period  of  tipie  elapse 
(more  than  t'ro  months).  Although  most  spectacle  order  reouests  will  be 
filled  within  two  to  four  weeks,  there  may  be  some  not  filled  through 
human  error. 

Observation:  Failure* for  ah  individual  to  follow-up  his  request  for 
spectacles  results  in  a  possible  hardship  for  the  individual.  Division 
Medical  Supply ijnust  be  made  aware  that  his  original  spectacle  order 
recue st  was  never  filled. 


Supply  and  Maintenance 
Item:  Maintenance  of  power  in  base  camp. 

Discussion:  Because  of  the  complex  situation  of  semi -permanent  living, 
qualified  personnel  with  a  knowledge  of  electricity  are  required  to  keep 
the  power  supplied  to  the  "Tea, 

Qbser;  tion:  Generator  operators  properly  trained  arc  satisfactory  as 
long  as  they  work  with  the  lirnt  sets  and  TOE  generators.  When  the 
electrical  requirements  go  beyond  this,  these  men  are  not  always  cap¬ 
able  of  firing  buildings  and  equipment  from  scratch.  Electricians  are 
recuired  when  a  medical  unit  is  operating  a  base  camp  fixed  facility 
which  includes  X-Ray  equipment  and  other  multiple  dispersed  facilities 
which  require  power.  There  is  very  little  engineer  .supervision  avail¬ 
able  for  electrical  wiring. 

Item:  Expendable  housekeeping  supplies. 

Discussion:  Due  to  the  fact  that  supplies  are  ordered  30  days  in  advance 
for  a  30  dty  level,  this  means  that  some  items  are  not  received  or  cannot 
be  ordered  when  needed. 

Observation :  Same  type  of  facility  should  be  set  up  where  unite  needing 
euppMes  oould.  select  needed  items  stock  available,  similar  to  S&SC. 

Item;  Tent  replacement. 

Discussion:  Tents  tend  to  become  dry  rotted  and  tear  easily  after 
approximately  six  months  in  normal  base  camp  operation.  Replacement 
tentage  for  salvage  items  has  been  difficult  to  obtain. 

Observation:  Replacement  tentage  is  required  approximately  six  to 
eight  months  after  initial  tents  have  been  set  up  and  used.  Therefore, 
replacements  for  tents  being  used  should  be  ordered  efter  six  months 
of  use. 


CuV^/Ck FAjr/ric 


36 


Co  At  tr(u<-  7  /  r //iz 


Item:  Refrigerator  repair. 

Discussion:  When  refrigerators  breakdown,  it  is  necessary  that  repairs 
be  made  as  soon  as  possible  or  a  replacement  issued  while  repairs  are 
made*  Replacements  or  repairs  are  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

Observation:  Repairs  or  replacements  are  almost  non-existant  and  when 
a  r^Mcigerator  breaks  down,  a  replacement  must  be  obtained  from  some 
source  other  than  normal  channels.  A  PLL  should  be  established  in- 
ccu.it yy  so  repair  parts  for  refrigerator  unite  on  hand  will  be  readily 
available 0 


REVOLUTIONARY  DEVELOPMENT 
Civil  Affairs 


L^cuu  maxer* 

Discussion:  The  loss  cf  the  plate-maker  to  the  246th  PsyOps  Company 
has,  i r  .-ffect.  doubled  the  time  required  to  react  to  psychological 
op»~ or; unifies.  Now,  instead  of  being  able  to  produce  the  plates  here. 
Division  G-5  Section  must  take  the  negatives  to  the  246th  PsyOps  Company 
in  MEN  HOA. 

Observation:  The  acquiring  of  another  plate-maker  would  greatly  re¬ 
duce  the  amount  of  time  required  to  produce  plates  for  the  press. 

Item:  CHIEU  HOI  Program. 

Discussion:  During  the  CHIEU  HOI  Seminar,  it  was  learned  that  infor¬ 
mation  about  CHIU!  HOI  was  not  reaching  VC  personnel* 

Observation:  It  is  felt  that,  by  disseminating  leaflets  and  newspaper 
to  indigenous  personnel  traveling  to  and  from  base  camps,  these  infor¬ 
mation  media  will  eventually  come  into  the  hands  of  the  families  of  VC 
personnel,  who  will  passthe  information  on  to  their  relatives  in  the 
VC  ranks. 

2.  RECOMMENDATIONS : 
a*  Organization* 

(1  )  A  proposal  for  modification  of  the  TOE  for  both  the  Division 
Aviation  Battalion  and  the  Direct  Support  Maintenance  Compare 
initiated  during  the  reporting  period.  'This  MTGE  includes  a  proposal 
to  include  twenty-five  UH-ID's  and  eight  armed  helicopters  in  the  air¬ 
mobile  company;  and  increased  the  aircraft  in  the  Beneral  Support  Co¬ 
mpany  to  allow  adequate  support  of  both  the  command  and  control  re¬ 
quirements,  and  the  habitual  support  missions  by  utility  and  obser¬ 
vation  aircraft*  The  overall  aircraft  authorization  would  then  in¬ 
clude  a  capability  to  similtaneously  lift  the  assault  elements  of  an 
infantry  company  and  provide  armed  helicopter  support  in  the  airmobile 
company;  and  would  provide  fifteen  utility,  six  observation  helicopters 
and  six  OV-1  aircraft  in  the  General  Support  Company.  This  IITOE  will 
provide  urgently  needed  aviation  support  which  is  iinnidiately  respon¬ 
sive  to  division  needs  and  should  be  implemented  at  the  earliest 
practicable  date. 
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(2)  Recommend  that  infantry  battalions  be  authorized  S5*s  as  a 
TOE  position. 

b#  Eouipment. 

(1)  Recommend  that  Radio  Terminal  Setfs  AN/toC-68  be  issued  to  the 
signal  battalion  to  be  made  available  to  brigade  headquarters  for  field 
operations.  This  set  is  mounted  in  a  3/4  ton  truck,  is  air  transportable, 
and  provides  4  channels  of  telephone  comminications. 

(.2)  Reconnhend  that  a  lightweight  nylon  ham&ock  be  developed  and 
ieeued  to  each  soldier  for  use  in  Jungle  terrain* 
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AVFBC-H  (31  Oct  66)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  For  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October 
1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

DA,  HQ  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  San  Franciaco  96266  7  JAN  1967 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  USAEV,  ATTN:  AVC-DH,  APO  96307 

Commander  in  Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  OPOP-MH,  APO  96368 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Dept  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.C.,  20310 

1.  The  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  submitted  by  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  for  the  quarter  ending  31  October  1966  is  forwarded 
herewith* 

2*  Concur  with  the  observations  on  pages  21  thru  37  except  as 
follows : 

a.  Page  23,  Item:  Fusing  of  55  gel  drum  of  CS-1.  The 
suggested  fusing  devise  is  presently  being  studied  at  this  headquarters 
and  a  recommendation  will  be  forthcoming* 

b.  Page  29,  Item:  Jeep  Mounted  Mine  Detector*  A  study  is 
being  conducted  to  determine  what  modifications,  if  any,  should  be 
recommended* 

3«  This  headquarters  has  concurred  with  the  recommendations 
contained  on  pages  37  A  38* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DH  (31  Oct  66)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  October  1966  (RCS  C3FOR-65) 


HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96307  1  <  JAN  '  957 


TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GFOP-OT 
A?0  96650 


1 .  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report- 
Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1966  from  Head¬ 
quarters,  1st  Infantry  Division  as  indorsed. 

2*  Pertinent  conments  are  as  follows: 

a.  (U)  Reference  Paragraph  1,  Section  II,  Item:  Chaplain, 
Page  22:  This  conmand  recognizes  the  need  for  additional  Catholic 
Chaplains.  However,  until  such  time  as  Department  of  the  Array  can 
furnish  additional  Chaplains  of  the  Catholic  faith,  the  current  area 
coverage  system  is  considered  the  best  utilization  of  assets  available, 

b.  (C)  Reference  Paragraph  1 ,  Section  II,  Item:  Fusing 
of  55  Gallon  Drums  of  CS-1,  Page  23:  An  inroroved  M4  burster  with  an 
adjustable  time  fuse,  for  use  with  an  air  delivered  Agent  CS-1,  has 
been  requested  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  operational  require¬ 
ments. 


c.  (C)  Reference  Paragraph  1,  Section  II,  Item:  Jeep 
Mounted  Mine  Detector,  Page  29:  The  standard  Jeep  Mounted  Mine  De¬ 
tector  has  been  requisitioned  for  operational  use.  Requirement  for 
remote  controlled  Jeep  Mounted  Mine  Detector  with  modifications  to 
include  a  wider  search  capability  has  been  validated  by  Department 
of  the  Array, 

d.  (U)  Reference  Paragraph  1,  Part  II,  Item:  Artillery 
Officer  Replacements,  Page  32:  Nonconcur.  This  headquarters  re¬ 
cently  reviewed  the  qualifications  of  artillery  officer  replacements 
as  mentioned  in  the  observation.  Results  were: 

(1)  Ten  of  the  twenty  captains  were  cross-trained  in 
both  air-defense  and  field  artillery. 
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AVHGC-DH  (31  Oct  66) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

(2)  Of  the  remaining  10  captains,  7  had  MOS's  0200, 

2260,  2900,  4010,  and  9301 .  Captains  assigned  to  position  vacancies 
in  these  NOS 'a  do  not  normally  require  extensive  field  artillery  ex¬ 
perience  in  order  to  be  effective. 

(3)  Only  three  could  be  considered  to  be  purely  air- 
defense  artillery  officers. 

e.  (U)  Reference  Paragraph  1,  Part  II,  Item:  Refrigerator 
Repair,  Page  37:  Responsibility  for  refrigerator  repair  is  assigned 
to  Pacific  Architect  and  Engineers  (PA&E)  under  contract  for  providing 
installation  R&U  support.  Inasmuch  as  PA&E  has  established  stockage 
of  required  parts  support,  authorisation  for  similar  stockage  at  unit 
level  is  not  favorably  considered. 

f.  (U)  Reference  Paragraph  1,  Part  II,  Item:  Plate  Maker; 
Page  37:  The  plate  maker  was  on  loan  from  the  264th  Psychological 
Operations  Company.  The  1st  Division  has  been  advised  to  submit  a 
USARV  Form  47  Justifying  the  need  for  subject  item. 

g.  (U)  Reference  Paragraph  2a(1),  Section  2,  Page  37:  MTOE 
has  not  been  received  at  this  headquarters.  However,  CINCUSARPAC 
message  subject.  Acceleration  of  NAADS,  210046Z  Jan  67,  states  that  DA 
had  declared  a  moratorium  on  submission  of  MTOE  axoept  those  required 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  reflecting  authorisation  of  personnel  and 
equipment  As  of  31  December  1966,  MTOE's  for  Program  4*  And  MTOE  for 
emergency  requirements  in  direct  support  of  South  East  Asia. 

h.  (U)  Reference  Paragraph  b(l).  Section  2,  Page  33:  Non¬ 
concur.  Radio  Set  AN/HRC-1 12  is  being  issued  to  provide  this  capability. 
This  set  is  mounted  in  a  £  ton  trailer,  is  air  transportable  and  pro¬ 
vides  4  channels  of  telephone  communications,  i.e.,  the  same  as  the 
AN/MRC-68  in  a  smaller  configuration. 


AVHGC-DH  (31  Oct  66) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ehding 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

i.  (U)  Reference  Paragraph  b(2).  Section  2,  Page  38:  A 
light-weight  hammock  is  being  tested  and  evaluated  at  the  present  time. 
Results  of  the  evaluation  will  determine  whether  there  is  a  need  for 
further  development  or  the  item  be  requested  for  operational  require¬ 
ments. 
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CP0P-0T(31  Oct  66)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Raport-Laaaona  Laarntd  for  the  Period  Ending 

31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65),  HQ  1st  Inf  Div 

HQ,  US  ARHT,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  17  MAR  1967 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Steff  for  Force  Development,  Deportment  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


This  headquarters  concurs  in  the  basic  report  as  indorsed. 
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I: 'Cl  1  to  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  Key  Officer  Personnel 

Following  is  a  roster  of  key  officer  personnel,  during  the  report 
period: 

UNIT  POSITION  NAME.  CRAPE.  SN  DATES 

Hq,  1st  Inf  Div  CG  DEPUY,  WILLIAM  E.  1  Aug  66 

MG,  034710 

v.,  1st  Inf  Div  ADC-A  DEANE,  JOHN  R.  JR.  1  Aug  66 

BG,  024 S3  5 

Ha,  1st  Inf  Div  ADC-B  H0LLTNGS1 'ORTH,  JAMES  1  Aug  66 

BG,  034155 

Hq,  1  st  Inf  Div  CofS  GLASGCW,  WILLIAM  H.  1  Aug  66  -  1 6  Aug  66 

COL,  025905 

KITCHENS,  JEBKARD  B.  JR.  1 6  Aug  66 
COL,  040791 

Hq,  1st  Inf  Div  ACofS  G1  STARR,  ROBERT  N.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,  060351 

Hq,  1st  Inf  Div  ACofS  G2  LE  GKO,  WILLIAM  E.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,.  067837 

Hq,  1st  Inf  Div  ACofS  G3  HAIG,  ALEXANDER  M. .  1  Aug  66 

LTC,  050790 

Hq,  1st  Inf  Div  ACofS  G4  SNYDER,  IRA  V.  JR.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,  050759 

Hq,  1st  Inf  Div  ACofS  G5  HAUSMAN,  CONRAD  K.  1  Aug  66  -  23  Aug  66 

MAJ,  081453 

LYNCH,  GORDON  P.  .  23  Aug  66 

MAJ,  072923 

Support  Command  CO  GRAMLING,  FREDDIE  1  Aug  66 

COL,.  062115 

1st  S&T  Bn  CO  SMITH.  HERBERT  F.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,  61597930 

701st  Maint  Bn  CO  KOLANKIE'ICZ,  CHARLES  1  Aug  66  -  6  Aug  66 

LTC,-  079880 

POTTLE,  ARTHUR  F.  6  Aug  66 

LTC,  079031 

1st  Med  Bn  CO  HUYCKE,  EDWARD  J.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,.  075214 

1st  Avn  Bn  CG  BUTLER,  OLIVA  B.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,  050507 

Hq,  l/4thCav  CO  LE"ANE,  LEONARD  L.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,  061744 

Hq,  1st  Ergr  Bn  CO  KIERNAN,  JOSEPH  M.  JR.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,-  057075 

Ho,  121st  Sig  CO  CURINGTON,  RUSSELL  1  Aug  66-4  Sep  66 

LTC,  056170 

O'BRIElJ,  ROBERT  T.  4  Sep  66  -  23  Oct  66 

LTC,  059136 

ROCKWELL,  JAMES  M.  23  Oct  66 

LTC/  064171 

Hq,  1st  Bde  CO  BERRY,  SIDNEY  B.  JR.  1  Aug  66 

COL,  057233 

Hq,  1/2d  Inf  CO  PRILLAMAN,  RICHARD  1  Aug  66  -  21  Oct  66 

LTC,-  066073 

HUFF,  DOUGLAS  A.  21  Oct  66 

LTC,  065.062 

Hq,  1  /26th  Inf  CO  GORMAN,  PAUL  F.  1  Aug  66 

LTC,  062379 
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Incl  1  to  Operational  Report-Leasons  Learned,  Key  Officer  Personnel  (Con*t) 


UNIT 

POSITION 

NAME.  GRADE.  SN 

DATES 

Hq,  l/2eth  Inf 

CO 

"HITTED,  JACK  G. 

LTC,  064583 

1  Aug  66 

Hq,  2d  Bde 

CO 

WALKER,  SAM  S. 

LTC,  028197 

1  Aug  66 

Hq,  2/Uth  Inf 

Hq,  1/1 8th  Inf 

CO 

HATHAWAY,  WILLIAM  S. 

LTC.  060588 

1  Aug  66 

CO 

GOODWIN,  WARNER  S.  JR. 

LTC,  064322 

1  Aug  66 

Hq,  2/1  ah  Inf 

CO 

BAUMAN,  LETS  R. 

LTC,  062808 

1  Aug  66 

Hq,  3d  Bde 

Hq,  2/2d  Inf 

CO 

WALLACE,  GEORGE  M.  Ill 

LTC,  027556 

MARKS,  SIDNEY  R. 

C01,  036977 

1  Aug  66-6  Aug  66 

6  Aug  66 

CO 

CONN,  JACK  L. 

LTC,  066143 

1  Aug  66 

Hq,  1/1 6th  Inf 

CO 

WALLACE,  GEORGE  K.  Ill 

LTC,  027556 

1  Aug  66 

Hq,  2/2ah  Inf 

CO 

JONES,  THOMAS  H. 

LTC,  065059 

1  Aug  66-11  Aug  66 

PENDLETON,  ELMER  D.  JR. 
LTC,  064073 

1 1  Aug  66 

lot  Div  Arty 

CO 

CAMP,  MJUILIN  W. 

COL,  C35999 

1  Aug  66-5  Sep  66 

1  /5th  Atry 

CARUTHERS,  LAWRENCE  H.  JR. 
COL,  024896 

5  SeD  66 

CO 

ROGERS,  DA/ID  C. 

LTC,  02030416 

1  Aug  66  -  5  Oct  66 

DINNIS,  THOMAS  E. 

LTC,  01 68681 5 

5  Oct  60 

8/6th  Arty 

CO 

McGIFFERT,  JOHN  R. 

LTC,  058972 

1  Aug  66  -  1  Oct  66 

BIRDEYE,  ELMER  H. 

1  Cct  66  -  29  Oct  66 

1  /7th  Arty 

LTC,  064024 

SAFAR,  BENJAMIN  B. 

LTC,  060331 

29  Oct  66 

CO 

MEEK,  CARROLL  S. 

LTC,  059274' 

1  Aug  66 

2/ 33d  Arty 

CO 

DANIEL,  CHARLES  D. 

1  Aug  66 
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Incloaure  3  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  31  Oct  66 

left  Infantry  Division  Switchboard  Designators 
(1  Aug  -  V  Oct  66) 


1st  Infant^  Division 

DANGER 

1st  Brigade 

DEVIL 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 

DRACULA 

1st  Battalion,  26th  Infantry 

DOBOL 

1st  Battalion,  26 th  Infantry 

DEFIANT 

2d  Brigade 

DAGGER 

2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 

DAMAGE 

1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 

DUCHESS 

2d  battalion,  18th  Infantry 

DARKNESS 

3d  Brigade 

DUTY 

2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 

DECOY 

1st  Battalion,  l6tn  Infantry 

DEVOUR 

2d  Battalion,  26th  Infantry 

DAUNTLESS 

Division  Artillery 

DRUMFIRE 

1st  Battalion,  5th  Artillery 

DESTROYER 

6th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery 

DYNAMITE 

1st  Battalion,  7th  Artillery 

DETONATE 

2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery 

DUNGEON 

1st  Aviation  Battalion 

DART 

1t£  Engineer  Battalion 

DIEHARD 

1st  Medical  Battalion 

DOCTOR 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 

DRAGOON 

121st  Signal  Battalion 

DYNAMO 

1st  Military  Po?tce  Company 

DEPUTY 

Support  Command 

DURABLE 

1st  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion 

DELIVER 

701st  Maintenance  Battalion 

DILIGENT 

1st  Administrative  Company 

DEMON 

11th  Radio  Research  Unit 

DECAL 

Revolutionary  Development  Task  ^orce 

HELPER 

t 
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Incl  h  Operational  Ucport-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  31  Oct  66 
Commanders  Notes  -  ffk  ~  Attack  on  VC  Fortified  Positions 

1 „  The  Division  has  had  a  nutober  of  experiences  in  fighting 
against  VC  fortified  camps  and  positions  in  the  jungle.  1 1th  rare  ex¬ 
ception,  the  units  involved  have  taken  a  high  level  of  casualties.  This 
is  not  surprising  in  thit  it  is  a  law  of  infantry  combat  that  a  unit  dug 
in  on  its  own  hame  ground,  with  prepared  fields  of  fire  often  inflict 
heavy  casualties  on  infantry  units  moving  toward  it  and  attacking  it, 

2.  In  an  earlier  Commanders  Note  I  prescribed  that  units  of  the 
1st  Division  would  not  attempt  to  withdraw  while  in  contact,  I  am  now 
modifying  that  directive  in  the  case  of  heavily  fortified  positions, 

3,  The  most  effective  weapons  against  VC  fortified  positions 
are  napalm  and  large  bombs,  or  155  and  8"  artillery  with  delayed  fuzing. 
As  among  these  weapons,  the  napalm  and  bombs  are  the  more  effective. 

k.  Therefore,  when  infantry  units  clearly  identify  a  strongly 
fortified  position  and  are  not  able  by  infantry  fire  and  maneuver  to 
destroy  or  force  the  eneny  out,  commanders  of  battalions  and  brigades 
may  adjust  their  positions  and  issue  necessary  orders  so  that  heavy  ord¬ 
nance  may  be  employed.  The  success  of  this  technique  will  depend  upon 
the  precise  identification  of  the  location  of  the  fortified  position 
by  the  infantry  rifle  company  or  companies  in  contact.  An  azimuth  and 
distance  from  colored  smoke  will  probably  be  the  usual  technique  and 
all  rifle  elements  should  be  prepared  to  direct  air  strikes  in  this- 
manner. 


5.  If  tanks  are  available  and  in  the  a  rea,  fortified  positions 
may  be  reduced  tank  fire.  We  have  not  yet  fully  and  effectively  em«- 
ployed  tanks  in  this  manner.  The  HEAT  round  may  not  always  be  as  ef¬ 
fective  as  armor  piercing  rounds,  particularly  in  an  area  heavily  bunk¬ 
ered. 


6.  Ideally,  fortified  positions  would  be  discovered  by  squad 
size  patrols  or  point  elements  so  that  large  infantry  forces  will  not 
close  upon  the  positions  and  become  engaged  so  closely  that  heavy  ord¬ 
nance  can  not  be  delivered.  Thus,  all  squad  sized  security  elements 
must  be  trained  to  identify  and  report  heavily  fortified  positions  and 
to  remain  in  the  area  in  order  to  assist  in  directing  air  strikes  and 
the  adjustment  of  artillery, 

7.  Nothing  that  is  said  above  is  to  be  construed  as  eliminating 
the  necessity,  eventually,  to  close  vdth  the  position,  destroy  the  re¬ 
maining  defenders  and  achieve  the  objective,  by  infantry  elements. 

This  should  be  done  after  sufficient  ordnance  has  been  expended  to  soft¬ 
en  the  position  and,  ideally,  to  kill  all  or  most  of  the  defenders. 
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Inclosure  5  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  31  Oct  66 
Commanders  Notes  -  #5  ~  Fighting  in  Rice  Paddies  and  Along  '  ooded  Streams 

1 .  The  Division  has  had  recent  experience  in  rice  paddy  war¬ 
fare  during  which  the  bulk  of  a  VC  force  escaped,  even  though  three 
battalions  were  employed  against  an  enemy  force  of  about  300  men, 

2.  It  is  apparent  that  the  first  phase  of  such  an  operation 
must  be  to  seal  every  avenue  of  escape.  This  can  be  done  by  platoon 
size  units  placed  astride  each  canal,  stream  line,  or  wood  line  which 
constitutes  an  avenue  of  escape  for  the  VC  force.  At  each  such  point, 
foliage  must  be  cleared  from  b6th  banks  of  a  streem  to  a  width  of  IQ- 
20  meters  so  that  the  VC  can  not  exfiltrate-  in  the  water  undfcr  th4 
overhanging  vegetation. 

3.  After  the  seel  has  been  completed  and  preceded  by  heavy 
air  and  artillery  strikes,  infantry  elements  should  work  down  both 
sides  of  the  wooded  streams  or  canals. 

A.  In  order  to  kill  the  VC  trying  to  escape  through  the  water¬ 
ways,  it  is  essential  to  drop  artillery  rounds,  81mm  mortar  rounds  or 
250  lb  fragmentation  bombs  into  the  water.  Experience  has  shown  that 
hnnd  grenades  are  not  effective  in  this  role  unless  they  explode  within 
about  five  feet  of  the  VC.  An  81mm  mortar  round  or  105  round  has  a 
lethal  underwater  radius  of  10-15  meters  and  a  250  lb  fragmentation 
bomb  up  to  100-150  meters.  These  underwater  explosions  both  stun  the 
VC  and  cause  lethal  internal  injuries. 
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Incisure  6  Operational  Report-Less  one  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  31  Oct  66 
Commanders  Notes  -  // 6  —  Nighttime  Fire  Discipline 

1 .  The  VC  are  in  the  habit  of  probing  defensive  positions  at 
night  with  light  reconnaissonce  elements  in  order  to  cause  the  defenders 
to  reveal  their  positions  by  opening  fire. 

2.  Infantry  elements  must  be  sufficiently  well  disclipiined  so 
that  they  do  not  open  fire  with  small  arms  or  machine  guns  unless  they 
are  under  close  and  heavy  attack.  Small  reconnaissance  and  probing 
attacks  should  be  met  with  hand  grenades  and  mortar  fire  so  that  it  is 
the  VC  who  reveal  their  positions  with  small  arms  fire,  rather  than 
the  infantry  elements  of  the  1st  Division, 

3.  The  Australian  Forces  use  a  technique  which  seems  to  have 
high  merit.  Each  of  the  listening  posts  has  an  alarm  rope  or  wire 
back  to  the  souad  or  platoon  leader  and  a  certain  number  of  tugs  on 
the  wire  or  rope  represent  signals  regarding  the  size  and  movement  of 
the  VC  force.  This  is  preferable  to  radio  transmissions  for  obvious 
reasons  when  we  are  dealing  with  VC  reconnaissance  elements  which  may 
have  moved  to  within  a  few  feet  or  meters  of  the  LPs. 
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Inclosure  7  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1 9t  Inf  Div,  31  Oct  66 
Commanders  Notes  -  #7  —  Defensive  Postions 

1.  It  will  be  an  SOP  in  the  1st  Division  that  hasty  defensive 
positions  will  constitute  a  rectangular  hole,  a  berm  piled  up  in  front, 
with  comer  firing  ports  so  that  the  individual  rifleman  or  machine 
gunner  can  continue  to  fire  to  the  flanks  even  if  under  direct  fire 
from  the  front. 

2.  It  will  also  be  SOP  that  each  such  position  will  be  camou¬ 
flaged  with  the  local  foilage  and  that  fields  of  fire  will  be  cut  or 
trampled  down 

3.  After  these  hasty  positions  have  been  camouflaged,  troops 
will  begin  to  provide  overhead  cover  and  v/ill  continue  to  camouflage 
their  work  throughout. 

4.  These  measures,  plus  fire  discipline,  will  provide  def¬ 
ensive  positions  whic  ih  can  not  be  penetrated  by  the  VC* 

5.  It  will  also  be  SOP  within  the  1st  Division  that  the  soldiers 
in  each  position  will  discuss  with  the  soldiers  on  their  right  and  left 
their  fields  of  fire  and  rnutual  plans  and  signals  for  supporting  one  an¬ 
other.  This  ’ill  produce  teamwork  and  will  assure  the  soldiers  in 

each  position  of  the  suppoit  they  can  and  will  receive  from  both  flanks. 
Squad  leaders,  platoon  leaders,  company  commanders  and  battalion  com¬ 
manders  will  walk  defensive  positions  prior  to  dark  to  assure  that  the 
positions  are  properly  constructed,  tied  in,  and  that  the  necessary  co¬ 
ordination  has  been  effected  all  up  and  down  the  line. 

6.  All  squad  leaders,  platoon  leaders,  platoon  sergeants  and 
above,  will  know  the  precise  location  on  the  ground  and  the  identifying 
number  or  letter  for  each  mortar  or  artillery  barrage  and  mortar  and 
artillery  concentration  within  his  assigned  sector.  Artillery  for¬ 
ward  observers  and  artillery  liason  officers  will  supervise  and  check 
to  insure  that  this  is  done,  as  well  as  platoon  leaders  and  company 
tad  battalion  commanders. 
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In  closure  fl  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1  st  Infantry  Division, 

31  October  66,  Supply  and  Combat  Service  Support  Activities 

1*  Supply:  The  average  strength  supported  during  the  period  was  22,360, 
The  supply  levels  for  the  division  as  of  31  October  1 966  were: 

a  Class  I 


TYPE  RATION  DAYS  OF  SUPPLY 


(1)  MCI 

OBJECTIVE 

ON  HAND 

(a)  Forward  battalions  and 
separate,  companies 

5 

7.1 

(b)  DI  AM  battalions  and 
separate  companies 

1 

7.7 

(c)  Brigade  and  division  artillery 

5 

6  (avg) 

(d)  Division  reserve  (S&T  Bn) 

5 

7.7 

(2)  »B"  Rations, 

(a)  Brigades  and  division  artillery  15 

11.7  (avg) 

(b)  DI  AH  battalions  and  separarte 
companies 

8 

8.4 

(c)  Division  reserve 

15 

15 

(3)  "A"  Rations, 

3 

M 

*N0TE:  "A"  ration  supplements  are  on  hand  for  issue  witl 
MB"  rations^. 

Clans  III 

TYPE  PUH/ COMMODITY 

DAYS  OF 
OBJECTIVE 

SUPPLY 

ON  HAND 

(1)  At  Base  areas 

(a)  JP-4 

5 

8.7 

(b)  AVGAS 

5 

15.3 

(c)  MOGAS 

5 

2.5 

(d)  DIESEL 

5 

3.8 

(2)  Division  reserve 

(a)  JP-4 

5 

.9 

(b)  AVGAS 

5 

2.8 

(c)  MOGAS 

5 

3.5 

(d)  DIESEL 

5 

2.7 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Inclosure  8  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  3VHB|fcA66 
Supply  and  Combat  Service  Support  Activities  (Con*t) 

(3)  Package  Lubes  and  Oils 

(a)  Base  areas  15  15 

(b)  Division  Reserve  15  15 

c.  Class  II  &  IV  (less  repair  parts).  The  following  items  are  in 
short  supply  pt  the  close  of  the  reporting  period: 

(a)  Batteries,  BA  58,  BA  261,  BA  1389,  BA  A22,  BA  386,  BA  30. 

(b)  Replacement  of  combat  losses  for  the  new  family  of  radios. 

(c)  Tentage  and  poles, 

(d)  Underwear  and  socks, 

(e)  Ruck  sack, 

(f)  Strap  nuick  release. 

(g)  Armor  (aircrew). 

(h)  Generators. 

(i)  Flashlights. 

(j)  Food  containers,  insulated. 

(k)  Components  of  Demolition  sets. 

(l)  Compasses,  M2* 

(th)  WtetdhSS',  noft-maintable. 

(n)  Switchboard,  SB/86P. 

(o)  Office  furniture, 

(p)  Oxygen  and  acetylene  (gas  h  bottle). 

(q)  Trailer  water. 

(r)  Insignia,  1st  Div  patches,  stripes,  subdued  insignia* 

(s)  Aviato:  gloves  and  sunglasses. 

(t)  Petroleum  handling  equipment  i.e.  50  GPM  pump,  light¬ 
weight  pumps  and  10,000  gallon  tanks, 

(u)  Typewriters. 

(v)  Folding  chairs, 

(w)  Pump  for  water  purification  equipment  1,500  gallon, 

(x)  600  gallon  water  purification  sets* 

(y)  M-1 937  fire  unite. 

(z)  Dump  truck,  M5-1A2  x/wn. 


S~7 


0  Arn htkir//ic. 


Cof- 1  /  '//_v_  yr/Ac 


Inclosure  8  Operational  Report -Lessons  Learned,  1  st  Inf  Div,  66 

Supply  and  Combat  Service  Support  Activities  (Con't) 

(aa)  Tank  (M48A3)  OVM, 

(bb)  Hand  tools, 

(cc)  Machine  gun  ,50  Cal  M2, 

(dd)  Sight  M4  for  60im  mortar. 

(ee)  <>iadr&nt  gunners. 

(ff)  Machine  gun  73. 

(gg)  Air  dropable  waterbags, 

(hh)  A  VLB  (launchers  and  bridges). 

(ii)  Night  lighting  devices  for  mortars  (a)  6Ctam,  (b)  4.2, 

(c)  80mm. 

(jj)  Aerial  re-supply  slings,  nets, 

(kk)  Mess  trays. 

(11)  Plates  (officers), 
vrnro)  Steel  wool. 

(nn)  Scouring  powder. 

(oo)  Ice  bags. 

Note:  The  1st  S&T  Battalion  purchases  no  supplies  on  the 
local  ecnongr. 

2,  COMBAT  SERVICE  SUPPORT  ACTIVITIES: 
a.  General: 

(1)  Assistance  has  been  given  to  supporting  units  on  Prescribed 
Load  List  procedures.  Classes  have  been  given  by  the  Material  Section 
701st  Maintenance  Battalion  upon  request  from  supporting  units.  Actual 
checks  of  FLL's  Ware  made* at  unit  supply  rooms  and  motor  poois. 

(2)  'The. importance  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  PLL  on  all 
equipment  in  a  unit  was  stressed  to  all  concerned.  Detailed  instructions 
were,  given' to  personnel  physically  working  with  PLL.  Correct  reference 
cohering  PLL  procedures  was  given  to  units.  Section  VI  AH  735-35  and 
further  defined  in  "The  primer  on  PLL%  printed  and  published  by  this 
battalion.  It  has  been  learned  by  these  contacts  that  only  recently 

the  units  are  becoming  aware  of  the  importance  6f  a  properly  kept  PLL. 
Prior  records  indicate  lack  of  comnand  emphasis  on  thi3  subject.  Units 
and , personnel  contrcted  show  good  interest  in  bridging  their  Pli  up  to 
prescribed  standards.  It  was  further  learned  that  personnel  actually 
maintaining  the  PLL’s  will  and  w?yit  to  do  it  correctly  when  given 
proper  instructions  and  guidance. 
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Inclosure  8  Op^rationl  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  3^  Oet  66 
Supply  and  Combat  Service  Support  Activities  (ConfO 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  Aircraft  maintenance  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division  during  tne 
month  of  October  continued  at  a  berviah  pitch.  This  was  necessary  to 
keep  up  with  the  expanded  number  of  flying  hours  used  in  support  of 
ground  operations.  Aviation  maintenance  personnel  met  with  the  usual 
problems  of  parts  supply  and  personnel  short pges.  It  is  reflected  here, 
however, .  that  although  the  number. of  hours  flown  by  1st  Infantry  Division 
aircraft  has  increased  each  month,  the  number  of  hours  that  aircraft 
were  not  flyable  for  supply  shortages  has  steadily  decreased  the  past 
year.  Personnel  shortages  in  the  aviation  maintenance  field  still  exist i 
AG  personnel  are  aware  of  the  problem.  Available  manpower  is  being 
utilized  to  the  maximum  extent. 

(2)  The  only  significant  problem  that  has  occurea  during  this  quarter 
is  in  maintenance  scheduling.  Several  of  the  units  have  turned ,in  over 
75?  fif  their  aircraft  to  maintenance  during  a  short  period  of  time. 

This  of  course  overlords  the  supporting  organizat^nal  and  flelh  main¬ 
tenance  units.  It  fdao  increases  maintenance  down  time  and  leaves  the 
aviation  unit  non-effective  while  their  aircraft  are  out  of  action. 

This  leads  to  the  observation  more  personnel  are  recuired  to  maintain 
aircraft  that  are  flying  at  an  expanded  amount  of  hours  in  support  of 
ground  operations.  Secondly,  all  units  concerned  should  program  their 
aircraft  into  and  out  of  the  mainenance  shops  in  order  to  keep  a  larger 
number  operational. 

c.  Transportation: 

(1)  Tonnages  received  by  the  battalion  by  various  means  of  trans- 


port  at  ion  are 

as  follows: 

Class  I 

Class  II  and  IV 

Class  III 

August  Truck 

1943 

511.5 

1079.6 

Rail 

1086 

Sept 

fruck 

1376.6 

874 

613 

Rail 

74.5 

364 

Oct 

Truck 

1054 

209.9 

1222.2 

Rail 

353 

108? 

(2)  Tonnages  shipped  from  DI  A1J  by  various  means  of  transport  v:ere: 


Class  I 

Class  II  and  IV 

Class  III 

August  Truck 

1739 

701 

2389.9 

Air 

873.5 

2047.7 

Sep  Truck 

1339.5 

1.115 

3737.9 

Air  937.7 


Oct  Truck  2200  T7L 

n t  363  56 

c  cw  f  1 


1203.9 

3391.1 

998.6 
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Inclosure  8  Operational  Report  ••Lee  eons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  Oct  66 
Supply  and  Corabar  Servico  iupport  Activititoe  (Cor^t) 

(3)  Total  tonnage  handled  during  the  quarter  were: 


Class  I 

Class  II  and  IV 

Class  III 

Shipped 

7059.7 

2860 

8900.6 

Received 

4692.1 

4133.9 

2914.8 

(4)  Total  tonnage  handled  during  the  quarter  for  all  classes  of 
supplies: 

Shipped:  10,640.3 

Received:  11,740.8 

Total:  30,381.1 

(5)  ft  total  of  sixteen  supply  troop  convoys  were  made  during  this 
period. 

(6)  During  the  period  1-19  October  1966,  the  battalion  furnished 
twelve  ton  trucks  in  support  of  the  2d  Brigade  movement  to  DI  AN. 

Six  2\  ton  trucks  have  boon  supporting  Operation  SHENANDOAH  and  QUAN.LOI 
since  15  October. 

d.  Medical  evaluation:  The  following  number  lo  personnel  were  treat¬ 
ed  during  the  reporting  period: 


CATBTQRY 

TOTAL 

DISEASE 

NON-BATTLE  INJURY 

IRHA 

Admissions, 

direct 

2339 

1595 

301 

443 

Disposition 
to  duty 

1197 

882 

148 

167 

Disposition 
by  transfer 

1124 

699 

152 

273 

Deaths 

57 

8 

49 
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Inclosure  9  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div, 

Statistical  Analysis  of  5029  Battle  Casualties  as  of  31  October  1966, 

A  statistical  analysis  pf  \,he  5029  battle  casualties  sustained 
as  of  31  October  1966  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division  reveals  the  following: 


a.  The  5029  battle  casualties  were  comprised  of: 


UNIT 

KHA 

WHA 

UNIT 

KHA 

V'HA 

Hq  Co  1st 

Inf  Div 

1 

4 

1st  3n 

28th  Inf 

"55 

293 

1st  Admin 

Co 

1 

9 

Hq  Co 

2d  Bde 

1 

10 

Hq  Co  &  Band  Spt  Comd 

L  1 

12 

2d  Bn 

16th  Inf 

78 

369 

let  S  &  T 

Bn 

2 

16 

1st  Bn 

18th  Inf 

34 

235 

701st  llaint  'to 

2 

4 

2d1  Bn 

18th  Inf 

75 

373 

1st  hed  Bn 

1 

2 

Hq  Oo  : 

3d  Bde 

1 

3 

1st  Avn  Bn 

7 

11 

24  Bn  ; 

2d  Inf 

109 

471 

1st  HP  Co 

3 

12 

1st  Bn 

1 6th  Inf 

66 

433 

1st  M.  I. 

O 

1 

2d  Bn  : 

28th  Inf 

83 

416 

1st  Sq3n  4th  Cav 

06 

501 

Hq  Btry  Div  Arty 

0 

22 

1st  Engr  Bn 

i6 

174 

1  st  Bn 

5th  Arty 

9 

57 

121st  Sig 

Bn 

0 

18 

8th  Bn 

6th  Arty 

7 

40 

Ho  Co  1 st 

Bde/ 

0 

3 

1st  Bn 

7th  Arty 

3 

32 

1st  Bn  26th  Inf 

67 

330 

2d  Bn  33d  Arty 

7 

82 

1st  Bn  2d 

Inf 

71 

307 

17th  M 

.  H,  Det 

0 

0 

242  Chem  Plat 

O 

0 

234th  Arty  Det 

0 

0 

266th  Chem 

Flat 

0 

3 

TOTAL 

4243 

b%  The  following  is  a 

breakout  of  battle  casualties 

by  hour; 

HOUR  CASUALTIES 

0100  53 

KHA 

.8. 

WHA 

45 

HOUR  CASUALTIES 

1300  iW 

KHA 

TI 

WHA 

312 

0200 

47 

7 

40 

1400 

4H 

97 

314 

0300 

34 

4 

30 

1500 

478 

72 

406 

0400 

71 

11 

60 

1600 

253 

33 

220 

0500 

55 

6 

49 

1700 

237 

33 

204 

0600 

80 

10 

70 

1800 

389 

58 

331 

0700 

213 

42 

171 

1900 

•194 

29 

165 

0800 

216 

35 

181 

2000 

73 

10 

63 

0900 

263 

30 

233 

2100 

115 

16 

99 

1000 

335 

69 

266 

2200 

103 

14 

89 

1100 

484 

» 

41 T 

230Q 

156 

18 

138 

1200 

370 

43 

327 

2400 

22 

3 

19 

c#  Tha  five  most  critical  days  for  battle  casualties  were* 

(1)  25  Aug  66  -”215 

(2#  5  Dec  65  -’170 

($)  9  Jdi  66  -150 

{4'J  12  Nov  65  -  134 

(3)  24  Feb  66  4J29 


d.  The  .most  prevalent.,  location  of  wgt^d; 


TYPE 

KHA 

HA 

TOTAL 

lOF  Cj 

( 1 )  Leg 

¥ 

1268 

1330 

26*i* 

(?)  Arm 

21 

9H 

932 

18*5 

(j)  Head 

263 

436 

699 

13*9 

(4)  Chest 

‘199 

198 

-397 

7.9 

(7)  Back 

36 

264 

300 

6*0 

(6)  Stomach 

51 

9° 

141 

2*8 

(7)  Other 

154 

1676 

230 

24.5 

C  Ofij  F($e  M  T~/A  C 
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Inclosure  9  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Dlv,  (Con't), 
Statistical  Analysis  of  5029  Battle  Casualties  as  of  31  Oct  ober  1966. 


e. 

Source  of  wounds 

is  broken  out  as 

follows: 

SOURCE 

KHA 

WHA 

TOTAL  J 

6  OF  CAS 

(1) 

Mortar 

190 

1088 

1278 

25.4 

(2) 

Mines 

162 

869 

1031 

20.5 

(3) 

Small  Arms 

279 

680 

959 

19.1 

(4) 

Sniper 

50 

354 

404 

8.0 

(5) 

Booby  TYap 

23 

477 

500 

10.0 

(6) 

Oth- 

82 

775 

857 

17.0 

f.  Cfrade  of  wounds  i»  broken  out  as  follows: 

%  OF  %  OF  %  OF  %  OF 


GRADE 

AUTH . 

CAS 

AUTH 

CA5 

SHADE 

AUTH 

CAS 

AUTH 

CAS 

Lt  Col 

41 

a 

19.5 

.2 

E-8 

Iffl 

25 

13,1 

.5 

Maj 

112 

14 

>2.5 

E-7 

358 

95 

26.5 

1.9 

Capt 

338 

75 

22,1 

1.5 

£-6 

1158 

490 

42.3 

9.7 

Lt 

446 

198 

44.3 

3.9 

£-5 

2805 

837 

29.8 

16.6 

u0 

166 

12 

7.2 

.3 

E-4 

4881 

1093 

22.3 

21.7 

B-9 

37 

6 

16.2 

.1 

E-3-1 

4850 

2176 

44.8 

43.3 

g. 

The  majority  of  the 

battle  casualties  were  sustained  by 

individuals  possessing  the  following  MOS: 


MOS 

TITLE 

AUTH 

CAS 

%  OF 
AUTH 

%  OF 
CAS 

11 

Infantry  and  Armor 

2284 

3943 

22/7 

78.5 

12 

Combat  Engineer 

507 

114 

22.5 

2.3 

13 

Artillery 

1252 

188 

15.0 

3.7 

31 

Communications 

448 

4t 

9.1 

.8 

91 

Medical 

611 

157 

25.6 

3.1 

h.  A  breakout  of  the  5029  battle  casualties  by  situation 
are  as  follows: 


SITUATION 

KHA 

’.HA 

TOTAL 

0) 

S  &  D 

570 

2917 

3487 

(2) 

Defense 

78 

461 

539 

(3.) 

Convoy 

49 

305 

354 

(4) 

Patrol 

52 

266 

318 

(5) 

Base  Area 

3 

99 

102 

(6) 

In  Flight 

11 

61 

72 

(7) 

Occupy  Ambush  Site 

9 

22 

31 

(8) 

Admin  Ifvt 

0 

27 

27 

(9) 

Attack 

5 

21 

26 

(10) 

Other 

9 

64 

73 

i.  The  following  is  a  breakout  of  non-battle  casualties 
by  month  during  the  past  six  raohths: 


MONTH 

NBK 

NEW 

TOTAL 

May  66 

4 

40 

44 

Jun  66 

3 

23 

26 

Jul  66 

4 

44 

48 

Aug  66 

4 

16 

20 

Sep  66 

13 

60 

73 

Oct  66 

5 

42 

47 

('CA/FIBfw/AL 
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Statistical  Analysis  of  5029  Battle  Casualties  as  of  31  October  1966. 


J,  The  following  is  a  breakout  of  battle  casualties  by 
month  during  the  past  six  months: 


MONTH 

KHA 

WHA 

TOTAL 

May  66 

41 

3^7 

408 

Jun  66 

85 

348 

433 

Jul  66 

82 

378 

460 

Aug  66 

76 

362 

438 

Sep  66 

17 

219 

236 

Oct  66 

27 

168 

195 

k.  The  following  is  a  breakout  of  battle  casualties  by 
month  and  by  source  of  wound: 


SMALL 


MONTH 

MINES 

115 

ARMS 

33 

MORTAR 

70 

Jun  66 

64 

ill 

107 

Jul  66 

32 

71 

172 

Aug  66 

40 

89 

82 

Sep  66 

30 

30 

2 

Oct  66 

82 

20 

1 

1. 

The  following  is  < 

situation 

and  source  of  wound: 

BOOBY 

TRAP 

SNIPER 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

49 

24 

117 

408 

43 

27 

81 

433 

42 

11 

132 

460 

26 

3 

198 

438 

41 

8 

125 

236 

43 

6 

43 

195 

breakout  of  battle  casualties  by 


SITUATION 

MINES 

SMALL 

ARMS 

MORTAR 

BOOBY 

TRAP 

391 

SNIPER 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

S  &  D 

ZyT~ 

732 

882 

238 

3487 

Defense 

56 

68 

253 

15 

59 

90 

541 

Convoy 

207 

39 

51 

30 

18 

9 

354 

Patrol 

96 

49 

22 

51 

24 

76 

318 

Base  Area 

7 

11 

55 

2 

18 

9 

102 

In  Flight 

1 

33 

0 

0 

14 

24 

72 

Admip  Mvt 

1 

2 

2 

0 

22 

0 

27 

Occupy 
Ambush  Site 

14 

5 

3 

0 

6 

1 

29 

Attack 

4 

11 

7 

0 

4 

0 

26 

Other 

15 

9 

3 

11 

1 

34 

73 

m.  The  following  is  a  breakout  by  identity  of  casualties 
for  the  current  month: 


OFF 

WC 

EM 

A0GU 

MISSING 

KHA 

2 

25 

27 

VHA 

11 

157 

168 

NBM 

5 

5 

NBK 

1 

2 

39 

42 

TOTALS 

14 

2 

226 

242 
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Inclomtro  9  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  (Con't), 
Statistical  Analysis  of  5029  Battle  Casualties  as  of  31  October  1966 

* 

n,  The  following  is  a  breakout  of  the  242  casualties, 
by  months  in  country: 


KHA 

VWA 

NBK 

NBW 

MISS 

ACC 

Less  than  1 

month  1 

7 

1 

4 

13 

1  month 

2 

18 

2 

22 

2  months 

5 

18 

1 

6 

30 

3  monthB 

3 

22 

5 

30 

4  months 

3 

21 

3 

27 

5  months 

1 

11 

1 

2 

15 

6  months 

17 

8 

25 

7  months 

4 

15 

3 

22 

8  months 

3 

8 

2 

13 

9  months 

11 

1 

4 

19 

10  months 

16 

1 

3 

20 

11  months 

2 

*3 

5 

12  months 

1 

i 

TOTALS 

27 

168 

5 

42 

2(2 

o.  The  following  is 

a  breakout  of 

casualties  for  EM  by 

U,S.  and  RA 

categories: 

Total  US 

in  Division 

6282 

£  of  US  casualties 

Total  RA 

in  Division 

8714 

%  of  RA  casualties 

c 
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iN't'itoixtcvion  (u) 

Tho  271st  Viet  (Jong  Main  Force  Uecimo.it  wan  defeated  on  June 
1966,  nonr  the  village  of  SROK  GONG  in  one  of  the  classic  env :  .emonts 
of  the  Vietnam  conflict.  In  continuing  their  efforts  to  re^cl  tho  Int 
Infantry  Division  from  the  EL  PA10  II  area  of  operations,  tho  VC 
attempted  to  ambush  Troops  B  and  C,  1st  Squrdron,  4th  Cavalxy  and 
Comprny  C,  2d  Battalion  10th  Infantry.  As  a  consequence,  the  ''71  st 
Regimen t  suffered  heavy  losses  and  w  s  soundly  defeated. 

BiCKGR  hiNO  (U) 

Operation  Eli  PAoO  II  commenced  on  2  June  19^6  when  intelligence 
indicated,  that  three  Viet  Cong  and  one  North  Vietnamese  regiments  were 
poised  to  resume  their  "Monsoon  Campaign"  by  attacking  Oy/N  and  U#3. 
Special  forces  compounds  in  MTNH  TH  THU,  HON  QUAD,  LOC  NINH,  and  GONG  BE. 
Because  of  this  threat,  Commanding  General,  IJ  Pit  Id  Force,  Vietnam, 
directed  one  infantry  and  one  artillery  battalion  dg  deployed  lo  IOC 
UINH  to  strengthen  the  defenses  in  this  area.  Subsequently,  additional 
elements  weie  deployed  by  CG  1st  J>iv  until  ty  mid- June  the  majority  of 
the  division  was  operating  throughout  D1NH  LONG  and  FIIUGC  LONG  Provinces. 
1st  Infantry  Division  troop  dispositions  as  of  300600  June  are  indicated 
on  attached  map  1,  Two  significant  engagements  had  been  fou  Jit  with 
the  VC  prior  to  JO  June,  On  6  June,  Troop  A  (+),  1st  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  had  spoiled  an  ambu3h  on  Route  IJ,  set  by  the  272d  VC  Main 
Force  Ru  ;iment  while  passing  through  T A u  0,  an  area  between  CHON  THANH 
and  HON  cju  >N.  /hen  the  4 -hour  engagement  ended,  the  VC  nad  lost  105 
III  A  (BC)  with  an  additional  250  probably  killed..  The  second  signifi¬ 
cant  engagement  involved  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion,  28th  Inf  mtiy 
and  Cl  >G  forces  in  the  Battle  of  LOC  NI'IH  Plantation  on  11  June  1966. 

One  battalion  of  the  273d  Main  Force  Regiment  was  emplaced  in  trenches 
and  heavily  fortified  bunkers  but  after  massive  artillery  end  nortar 
fire  and  air  strikes,  the  positions  were  overrun.  VC  losses  wore  9$ 

KIA  (BC)  and  1 50  K1A  (Probable). 

For  about  two  weeks  the  2d  Battalion  18th  Inf  or  try  \ri 1  tne 
1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-)  had  the  mission  of  securing  the  division 
base  at  qU  N  LOI  and  the  HOM  QU  \N  airfield.  Prom  3  June,  the  cavalry 
squadron  h  d  been  performing  reconnaissance  to  the  east»  30ut  south¬ 
west  and  to  the  north  limited  by  the  destroyed  bridge  on  Rjuce  13 
at  XT  722973*  In  coordination  with  ARVN  forces  tho  banks  of  the 
stream  were  prepared  to  permit  emplacement  of  an  armored  vehicle 
launched  bridge  (AVLB)  just  to  the  left  of  the  one  that  had  been 
damaged*  An  operation  was  planned  in  conjunction  with  the  emplacement 
of  the  A  VLB.  to  commence  on  30  June.  The  squadron  plan  wee  submitted 
to  Lt  Col  Herbert  McChrystal,  Commanding  Officer,  2d  Battalion,  13th 
Infantry,  and  w..s  approved  for  operations  in  the  area  indicated  on 
maps  2  and  3*  The  mission  assigned  to  Lt  Col  Leonard  Lewane, 

Commanding  Officer,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  was  actually  threefold. 
First  the  squadron  (-)  was  to  cross  Check  Point  GOLD©!  GATE  (A VLB) 
and  proceed  north  along  Route  13  conducting  a  reconnaissance  in  force. 
Troop  C  was  to  operate  in  area  of  operation  >3  .3TB ALL  while  13  Troop 
would  initially  operate  in  310TBALL  and  later  in  TENNIS*  Second,  B 
Troop,  in  conjunction  with  operations  in  TENNIS,  would  escort  an 
engineer  scoop  loader  from  LOC  NINH,  back  to  Check  Point  GOLDEN  0 ATE. 
Third,  the  operation  wa3  to  deceive  the  enemy  an  to  the  actual  area 
in  which  the  division  was  planning  to  operate  in  the  near  future# 

Both  troops  were  to  close  back  into  HON  QU  -N  by  1930  on  30  June# 

D0Y7NGR  -  0  ID  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS 
DECL  SSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS 
3XDD  DIR  5200.10 
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Troop  D  would  have  ono  platoon  of  C  Compart,  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry  attached,  while  the  remainder  of  C  Company  would  move  with 
C  Troop*  The  2d  Battalion,  18th  InlYntry  maintained  3  Company  on 
alert  as  the  rapid  reaction  force.  With  final  planning  completed, 
the  operation  would  begin  on  30  June. 

The  vegetation  in  the  area  of  the  contact  is  wooded  on  both 
aides  of  the  road.  The  only  open  areas  are  rice  paddies,  some  stream 
lines,  and  small  lalces.  Even  here,  there  is  adequate  concealment  due 
to  the  chost-high  grass.  There  are  heavily  forested  areas  as  indi¬ 
cated  on  map  3  and  the  sketch  maps,  with  the  trees  1 50  -  200  foot 
high.  Although  movement  in  the  grass  is  difficult  to  observe  from 
the  ground  it  can  be  observed  from  the  air  except  where  the  terrain 
is  heavily  forested.  The  chest-high  grass  comes  up  to  the  shoulders 
of  the  road.  The  weather  at  the  time  of  contact  was  clear  and  hot. 

THE  BATTLE  OP  UR0K  DONG  (U) 

On  30  June,  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  with  attached 
1st  Platoon,  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  and  A  VL  B  nection 
departed  the  squadron  perimeter  at  HON  QUAN  enroute  to  Check  Point 
GOLDEN  GATE.  The  column  was  located  at  the  bridge  site  by  0859  hours. 
Troop  C  was  to  deport  HON  QUAN  at  0730  with  C  Company  (-)*  However, 
this  column  was  delayed  until  Troop  C  could  reorganize  after  the 
search  operation  conducted  until  2400  hours  the  previous  night.  At 
0910,  the  column  crossed  GOLDEN  GATE  v/ith  3  Troop  leading  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  north  on  Route  13  to  the  operational  areas  specified  in  the 
order.  Upon  arrival  at  Check  Point  1 ,  the  3d  Platoon  with  the  platoon 
of  infrntiy  turned  east  and  conducted  a  reconnaissance  to  the  ford  at 
Check  Point  2.  Due  to  the  depth  of  the  ford,  the  platoon  retraced 
the  route  to  Check  Point  1,  turned  north  on  Route  13,  passed  through 
the  1st  Platoon,  and  continued  north.  Order  of  march  was  now  3d  Pla¬ 
toon  with  attached  infantry,  Troop  Command  Group,  2d  Platoon,  and 
1 8 t  Platoon. 

Troop  C  turned  west  at  Check  Point  1  and  proceeded  to  the  first 
stream.  Three  mortar  carriers,  ten  infantry-men,  and  the  Jd  Platoon 
remained  at  Check  Point  1  and  established  a  perimeter.  The  mortars 
ware  laid  west  to  support  the  troop.  As  C  Troop  moved  west,  they 
flanked  the  road  on  both  sides.  After  crossing  the  stream,  the 
infantry  dismounted  and  deployed. 

At  about  093C  hours  when  the  lead  personnel  carrier  of  B  Troop, 
moving  north  on  Route  13  toward  LOC  NIN1I,  reached  a  point  about  mid¬ 
way  across  the  rice  paddy  (sketch  map  1  ),  it  began  receiving  mortar, 
small  arris  and  recoilless  rifle  fire  and  appeared  to  be  the  only  one 
engaged,  1st  Lieutenant  James  P.  Flores,  B  Troop  Commander,  could 
see  the  mortar  rounds  bursting  from  his  position  in  the  column  about 
800  meters  to  the  rear  of  the  lead  vehicle.  He  iramediately  called 
Col  Levrane,  who  was  over  the  area  in  an  OH-1 3  helicopter.  The  3d 
Platoon  then  reported  receiving  heavy  fire  from  the  north  and  north¬ 
west.  A  preplanned  airs  trike  was  currently  in  progress  vicinity 
XT  7499,  which  Col  Lewane  diverted  to  XU  721018  at  Lt  Flores*  request. 
Lt  Flores  then  called  the  2d  Platoon  forward  and  deployed,  then  around 
the  3d  Platoon.  The  2d  Platoon  brought  their  two  tanks  and  one  from 
the  1st  Platoon  forward.  By  this  time  all  but  one  tank  and  a  person¬ 
nel  carih  er  of  the  3d  Platoon  had  returned  to  Check  Point  1  with 
wounded  and  to  replenish  ammunition.  All  platoons  were  now  in  con¬ 
tact  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  with  the  heaviest  volume  of  fire 
coming  from  the  west. 


Tho  Viet  Cong  had  set  up  the  ambush  in  the  shape  of  an  "L"f  with 
a  heavy  security  element  crossing  the  road  along  the  trail  north  of 
the  paddy.  The  logs  piled  at  random  to  the  era t  of  Check  Point  3 
afforded  good  protection  and  some  of  the  recoilleaa  rifles  were 
probably  located  here.  Mortars  were  reported  by  a  forward  air  con¬ 
troller  in  the  woods  to  the  north  of  the  village.  The  ambush  extended 
for  about  2000  meters,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  security  element 
to  the  northeast  of  Check  Point  1,  the  eastern  side  of  the  road  was 
lightly  defended.  The  VC  appeared  to  be  lined  up  all  along  the  went 
side  of  the  road  with  the  heavy  weapons  ab*>ut  150  meters  from  tho  road 
in  the  heaviest  vegetation.  The  VC  were  wearing  a  variety  of  khaki, 
black,  and  green  uniforms.  One  strong  point  had  been  established  by 
the  VC  in  vicinity  XU  722007»  The  recoilless  rifles  caused  the  most 
trouble,  and  were  also  the  most  difficult  to  locate.  During  the  first 
30  minutes  of  the  contact,  the  enemy  concentrated  on  knocking  out  the 
tanka.  All  four  D  Troop  tanks  were  disabled  from  hits  on  the  tank 
commander^  cupola  and  subsequent  wounding  of  the  crew. 

The  1st  PI  toon  of  B  Troop  was  carrying  the  wounded  to  'X)L^ 

GATS  with  an  intermediate  add  station  set  up  at  Check  Point  1.  They 
also  helped  with  the  establishment  of  a  strong  point  at  Check  Foint 
1.  Because  the  incoming  fire  at  Check  Point  1  was  so  intense,  Dust  Off 
aircraft  could  not  land  so  the  squadron  S-3  set-up  the  >ist  Off  uZ  at 
GOLDEN  GATE  and  wounded  were  collected  at  Check  Point  1  and  then 
moved  south* 

Troop  B  concentrated  on  laying  down  a  heavy  base  of  fire  to  the 
west.  Airs  trikes  which  had  been  continuous  from  the  initial 

strike,  were  being  placed  to  the  north  and  west.  Artillery  was 
attacking  targets  on  the  east  of  Route  13  and  armed  UH-1B*s  arid  CH-47'fl 
were  making  firing  passes  north  and  south  on  the  areas  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  rood.  When  the  1st  Platoon  reported  receiving  fire 
at  Check  Foint  1 ,  it  appeared  to  Lt  Flores  that  the  VC  were  attempting 
to  cut  him  off  from  Check  Point  1.  .An  airstrike  was  immediately 
called  in  and  the  fire  slackened  at  this  location.  The  remaining 
elements  at  the  head  of  tho  column  were  still  receiving  heavy  fire 
from  all  types  of  weapons  and  Lt  Flores  called  requesting  C  Troop 
come  up  and  help. 

When  the  first  contact  was  reported,  Captain  Stephen  Slattery, 

C  Troop  Commander,  ordered  the  infantry  to  mount  up  and  prepare  to 
move  back  to  Check  Point  1,  establish  a  strong  point,  and  be  prepared 
to  assist  B  Troop.  The  3d  Platoon  had  been  receiving  some  light  fire 
at  Check  Point  1 ,  but  when  the  other  platoons  arrived  at  this  location, 
the  fire  became  more  intense.  Several  of  the  infantry  riding  on  the 
personnel  carriers  were  hit  as  mortar  rounds  started  felling  into 
the  area.  Capt  Slattery  ordered  the  platoons  to  deploy  and  push  out 
the  perimeter,  primarily  to  the  north.  The  3d  Platoon  was  operating 
northwest  of  the  crossroads,  1st  Platoon  east,  and  2d  Platoon  west 
and  southwest.  The  mortars  had  been  re-laid  to  fire  to  the  north* 

Check  Foint  1  was  becoming  very  jammed  with  C  Troop  maneuvering  and 
vehicles  returning  with  B  Troop  wounded.  Check  Point  1  continued  to 
receive  heavy  small  arms  fire  with  most  of  it  coming  from  west  of  the 
road.  Jfortar  and  recoilless  fire  was  being  answered  with  a  hervy 
volume  of  50  caliber  fire  from  the  personnel  carriers  at  the  road 
junction.  Col  Lerwane  called  and  ordered  C  Troop  to  push  north,  and 
relieve  the  pressure  on  B  Troop.  The  3d  Platoon  was  finally  able  to 
start  moving  north  with  the  tank  from  2d  Platoon.  About  200  meters 
from  Check  Foint  1,  the  tank  w<*s  hit  in  the  turret  and  the  coriander, 
Sergeant  Allison,  and  the  loader  were  seriously  wounded.  They  were 
pulled  from  thu  tank  and  evacuated.  The  tank  continued  north.  The 


C  Troop  column  consisted  of  the  2d  Platoon,  1st  Platoon,  and  Troop 
Command  Croup  (sketch  map  2)*  The  Platoon,  C  Company  (-),  and 
mortars  remained  at  the  crossroads.  Intense  fire  wrs  received  all 
the  way  to  D  Troop’s  position,  but  a  heavy  base  of  fire  was  main¬ 
tained  by  the  personnel  carriers  and  the  tank.  The  brush  u^s  so 
thick  and  close  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  grenades  v/ere  just  tossed 
over  the  sides  cf  the  vehicles#  .About  600  meters  after  the  first 
hit,  the  tank  was  hit  again,  but  the  driver  kept  going  even  though 
the  gunner,  Sergeant  Riddle  wa3  wounded  and  evacuated.  *./hen  the 
Troop  C  column  arrived  at  the  tail  of  the  B  Troop  position,  Li  Flores 
said  to  go  farther  north  and  fire  to  the  west.  The  1st  and  2d  Pla¬ 
toons  moved  up  and  deployed  as  best  as  they  could  since  they  ’./ere 
confined  to  the  area  immediately  left  and  right  of  the  road.  Tire 
was  directed  east  and  west  with  the  heaviest  volume  to  the  west. 

Col  Lewane  ordered  C  Troop  to  hold  at  this  point  until  B  Troop  could 
be  extracted  and  move  3outh.  The  C  Troop  tank  went  almost  to  the  01 
grid  line  before  it  turned  around  and  came  back.  Three  men  from  the 
2d  Platoon  joined  Sergeant  7ilson  in  the  tank  and  although  power  to 
the  turret  was  gone,  t  ey  succeeded  in  getting  the  gun.  bearing  to 
the  north  and  northwest.  Sixty  rounds  v/ere  fired  before  the  ammuni¬ 
tion  was  exhausted.  The  tank  was  then  moved  along  side, a  disabled 
B  Troop  tank  and  the  ammunition  transferred.  VC  could  be  seen  jumping 
around  but  didn’t  appear  to  be  withdrawing.  Artillery  v/as  firing 
north  and  east  and  airs  trikes  were  being  concent ru ted  on  the  west,  but 
appeared  to  be  too  far  west.  Captain  Slattery  asked  Col  Lewane  to 
move  them  in  closer  and  the  next  strike  cane  in  south  to  north  with 
CBU  which  landed  very  close  to  the  road. 

With  the  arrival  of  C  Troop.  Lt  Flores  pulled  all  the  remaining 
elements  of  B  Troop  back  to  Check  Point  1,  to  regroup,  rearm,  and 
establish  a  block  along  the  road  west  from  Check  Point  1,  \/ben  the 
first  lifts  of  A  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  v/ere  approaching 
the  LZ,  Lt  Flores  pulled  back.  Troop  B  remained  at  Check  Point  1  for 
about  40  minutes  to  rearm  end  get  the  wounded  and  dead  back  to  OLD32J 
GATE.  The  next  30  minutes  were  taken  to  move  the  1st  and  2d  FI  .toons 
down  the  road  to  block.  The  31  Platoon  handled  the  evacuation  of 
wounded  (sketch  map  3)* 

Lieutenant  Charles  D  Cole  with  the  3d  Platoon  of  C  Troop  had  been 
handling  casualties  between  the  forward  elements  and  GOLD HI  GAT.J.  He 
loaded  C  Company  on  the  personnel  carriers  a..d  moved  to  tne  head  of 
the  column.  After  the  infantry  were  dropped,  the  3d  Platoon  deployed 
west  of  the  road  while  the  2d  PI  toon  moved  off  to  the  east  in  an 
attempt  to  rush  the  VC  out  onto  the  LZ  (sketch  map  4)*  Lt  Cole's 
platoon  it  a  VC  strong  point.  He  was  hit  in  the  chest  <\nd  several 
others  were  wounded  before  they  could  pull  back.  The  mechanized  flame 
thrower  with  Lieutenant  John  k  Lyon’s  1st  PI  toon  assisted  in  the 
extraction  of  3d  Platoon.  As  the  infantry  began  to  land  cn  LZ  2 
and  C  Company  began  to  deploy,  the  fire  si.  ckened.  Fire  from  the 
personnel  carriers  was  directed  more  to  the  west.  The  VC  started 
withdrawing  and  many  were  killed  as  they  jumped  to  run  through  the 
high  grass. 

After  a  delay  of  about  30  minutes  caused  by  enemy  fire  received 
from  both  sides  of  the  road,  B  Troop  was  occupying  their  blocking 
position.  Initially,  the  he  .d  of  the  column  halted  just  west  of  the 
stream  until  information  was  received  that  a  reinforced  ARVN  APC 
troop  would  assist.  The  block  was  then  extended  to  about  the  70  N-S 
grid  line,  Prom  the  blocking  position,  VC  could  be  seen  withdrawing 
along  the  trail  th.  t  parallels  the  road  and  were  taken  under  fire. 


Troop  C  established  a  perimeter  along  Route  1j  until  the 
inffnti^  started  making  the  sweep.  By  1530  contact  along  the  road 
had  practically  ceased  and  the  personnel  moved  into  the  brush  to 
search  for  dead  and  wounded  VC  and  weapons.  The  3d  Platoon,  E  Troop 
returned  to  the  blocking  position  with  the  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  of  D 
Troop,  jj y  1700  movement  had  ceased  and  the  two  troops  remained  in 
position  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

REACTION  (U) 

;?or  a  peek  prior  to  30  June  1966,  B  Company  2d  Battalion,  IQth 
Infantry  had  been  maintained  on  a  JO  minute  alert  as  a  rapid  reaction 
force  and  was  in  this  posture  at  the  time  B  Troop  made  contact,  '/hen 
it  became  obvious  that  both  troops  and  the  attached  rifle  company 
v/ere  heavily  engaged*  B  Company  was  alerted  for  probable  deployment. 
Two  questions  had  to  be  answered  first;  how  they  would  be  employed 
and  by  v/hat  means  of  transportation.  All  helicopters  were  fully 
committed  on  other  missions.  Twelve  3/4  ton  trucks  were  collected 
from  the  various  unite  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battalion  commmd  post 
at  QUAN  LOI,  and  B  Company  was  prepared  to  move  prior  to  their  arrival 
At  1026  hours  the  helicopters  supporting  the  1st  Battalion.  28th  Infan 
try  in  the  .SONG  BS  area  were  diverted  to  QUAN  LOI,  but  by  1040  hours 
had  not  arrived.  Company  B  departed  by  vehicle  for  the  squadron  com¬ 
mand  post  at  HON  QUAN,  and  at  1105  passed  to  control  of  Col  Lewane. 

Between  1015  and  1020  hours,  A  Company,  2d  Battalion,  IGth  Infan¬ 
try  was  alerted,  pulled  off  the  perimeter,  and  instructed  to  be  on 
the  airfield  in  the  event  helicopters  became  available.  Company  A 
was  assembled  on  the  airfield  by  1100  hours.  General  DePuy  called 
Col  JicChrystal  to  the  division  command  post  about  1040  hours  to  be 
briefed  on  what  had  happened  in  hi 3  battalion.  General  Deruy  made 
the  decision  to  divert  12  helicopters  from  SONG  BE.  All  helicopters 
closed  the  QUAN  LOI  airfield  at  1 1 30  hours.  Col  Lewane  v/as  informed 
of  the  current  status  of  Companies  A  and  B  and  asked  where  and  how  he 
v/ished  to  deploy  them.  A  command  and  control  helicopter  arrived  for 
Col  McChrystal  and  he  and  the  battalion  8-3  went  forward  for  a 
reconnaissance. 

Col  Lewane  had  selected  two  landing  zones;  LZ  1  in  the  rice  paddy 
on  the  east  of  Route  1J  (ZU  727012)  and  L2  2  across  the  road.  He 
decided  on  the  letter  with  the  direction  of  attack  south.  At  1 1 4 5 > 

Col  Lew  no  v/as  informed  that  the  first  lift  of  A  Company  v/as  loaded. 
The  company  commander  was  briefed  that  he  would  land  on  LZ  2;  he 
should  operate  his  radio  on  the  squadron  frequency;  and  he  was  under 
control  of  the  squadron  commander.  The  LZ  v/as  prepared  by  air  strikes 
and  artillery  and  then  was  marked  with  smoke  from  Col  McChrystal^ 
aircraft.  A  Company  closed  in  two  lifts. 

Company  B  proceeded  north  on  Route  13  toward  CP  GOLDEN  0;’  E. 

Upon  arrival  at  that  location,  the  company  would  be  moved  into  the 
battle  area  by  helicopters  or  personnel  carriers,  rlajor  Taylor 
landed  at  the  bridge  and  discovered  there  were  a  number  of  wounded 
requiring  evacuation  by  Dust  Off  helicopters  and  the  pich-up  zone 
would  become  too  congested  with  assault  helicopters  lending  there 
also.  An  alternate  pick-up  zone  was  selected  at  IT  7349^7  ana  the 
road  column  of  B  Company  was  diverted  to  this  location.  Company  B 
then  made  an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  2  utilizing  four  lifts  of  five 
aircraft.  A  command  group  from  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  had 
been  prepared  for  lift  after  B  Comp  ny  had  cloned  the  LZ.  As  one 
helicopter  in  the  1'st  lift  of  B  Company  landed,  it  apparently 
struck  a  dud  CBU  bomblet.  All  personnel  cleared  the  damaged  ship 
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before  it  van  consumed  by  fire.  Col  McChryntal  landed  ui  t'\  B  Com¬ 
pany,  and  assumed  command  of  Companies  A  and  B,  Col  lowano  was 
informed  of  thiB  and  that  the  battalion  (-)  vms  attackin  ;  in  tho 
direction  he  had  specified. 

As  the  companies  started  pushing  south,  3*  was  west  of  Route  13 
and  A  to  their  right  (sketch  map  5)*  Company  A  met  resistance  about 
200  meters  south  of  the  LZ  while  B  Company  was  mopping  up  tho  remain!? 
elements  of  the  eneny  just  to  the  west  of  Route  13.  About  300  meters 
south  of  tho  LZ,  B  Company  unoovered  C  Troop  and  C  Company  (-)•  At 
this  time,  Col  I.lcChiystal  assumed  command  of  these  elements.  Company 
C  was  ordered  to  reorganize  and  search  the  immediate  area,  while  C 
Troop  war;  to  reorganize,  recover  disabled  tanks  and  personnel  carriers, 
and  support  from  Route  13  as  Company  B  continued  sweeping  oouth  and 
A  Company  southwest.  Company  B  censed  to  meet  resistance  by  the  time 
they  had  progressed  about  800  meters  from  the  LZ.  However,  A  Company 
met  stiff  resistance  along  the  creek,  vicinity  .NJ  715005  (sketch  map  6). 
The  Viet  Cong  had  established  a  strong  combat  outpost  line  cast  and 
west  of  the  creek.  Company  A  sustained  a  few  wounded,  jince  no 
headway  was  being  made,  C  Company  was  committed  on  the  right  flank 
of  A  Company#  The  link-up  was  made  by  1515  and  the  strength  of  the 
two  companies  forced  the  VC  out  of  their  positions.  Bust  Off  was 
completod  and  the  sweep  continued  south  to  the  blocking  positions 
held  hy  *0  Troop  and  the  ARVN  forces. 

At  loOO,  Col  Berry,  1st  Brigade  Commander,  landed  and  directed 
the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  to  assemble  at  LZ  2  and  become  the 
brigade  reserve.  The  units  returned  to  an  assembly  area  just  south 
of  the  I.Z  in  the  order  B,  A,  and  C  Company,  where  the  battalien 
remained  overnight.  The  reconnaissance  platoon,  and  mortar  platoon 
of  the  battalion  were  flown  in  at  1700.  Three  ambush  sites;  were 
established  on  the  south,  southwest,  and  the  west,  but  no  enemy 
activity  was  experienced  during  the  night. 

During  the  time  the  2d  Battalion,  10th  Infantry  was  preparing 
for  deployment,  the  1st  Brigade  Commander  was  alerted  at  1003  to 
move  one  infantry  battalion  and  the  brigade  TAC  CP  in  that  order  to 
QUAN  LOI,  The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced  the  move  at  1234 
hours  usinii  C-123  and  CV-2  aircraft.  The  brigade  closed  the  airfield 
at  QUA'*  LOT  at  1530#  At  1622,  the  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced 
an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  BLU'J,  (map  2)  and  by  about  I7I5  had 
closed  into  the  area  and  began  sleeping  eastward. 

Shortly  after  the  contact  was  reported,  the  BINH  LONG  Province 
Chief  offered  units  immediately  available  to  him  for  support  of  the 
1st  Infantry  Di.-vsion,  The  3d  Troop,  1st  Cavalry,  l  . /N,  with  20  APC's 
reinforced  with  f.he  3d  Company,  1st  Battalion,  9th  Ljyiment,  RVN, 
were  attached  to  the  1st  Squadron,  4+-h  Cavalry#  At  1100  hours  the 
U.S.  Advisor  reported  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  0-3  for  a  mission# 

He  was  directed  to  immediately  proceed  north  on  Route  13  to  link  up 
with  U.b.  elements  at  Check  Point  1#  Thi3  was  accomplished  and  the 
blockin';  position  established  at  approximately  1300  hours  (sketch  map 
5).  The  Jth  Regiment  had  one  other  company  immediately  available  for 
operations  -which  moved  to  secure  the  bridge  at  Check  Point  GO GAT33# 
The  Regional  Force  companies  were  securing  the  road  between  the  bridge 
and  HO!"  RIAN.  One  company  of  the  9th  Regiment  wa s  called  back  from 
an  operation  south  of  QUAN  LOI  as  a  possible  escort  for  the  move  of 
an  artillery  battery  north  on  Route  13# 

At  about  1100  hours,  two  CIDG  companies  were  sent  from  I.0C  HINH 
and  assumed  blocking  positions  north  of  the  battle  area. 


The  1st  Battalion,  23th  Infantry  was  ordered  at  1020  hours  to 
move  from  SONG  BZ  to  QUAN  LOI.  The  battalion  olosed  at  '  'U.  ul  LOI  at 
1620  and  A  Battery,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  moved  by  Ch-47  from 
SONG  BE,  closing  at  2245*  This  battery  was  moved  to  LZ  BLITS  (map  2) 
at  1115  hours,  1  July* 

At  1420  hours,  the  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  ordered  to 
terminate  its  operation,  return  to  LAI  KHE  and  prepare  for  movement 
on  order*  At  1430  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  ordered  to  move 
one  company  from  the  2d  Brigade  Base  Camp  to  FHUOC  VHJH  and  the  bat¬ 
talion  (-)  to  LAI  KHE*  The  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  closed  into 
LAI  KHJ  at  1715  and  the  last  of  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  iStn  Infantry 
was  on  the  way  to  FHUOC  VTNH  in  fixed  wing  aircraft  by  1813* 

The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced  moving  from  L  J  iJLG  at 
1600  hours  utilizing  C-123  and  CV-2  aircraft#  All  elements  of  this 
battalion  had  closed  into  QUAN  LOI  at  1710* 

1  -  2  JULY  (U) 

On  1  July,  follow  up  action  continued  against  remnants  of  the 
271st  VC  Regiment#  The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  secured  LZ  BLUE 
as  Battery  A,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  was  lifted  by  CH-47  to 
support  future  operations*  Company  C  remained  to  secure  the  LZ  while 
the  remainder  of  the  battalion  moved  to  seize  the  bridge  at  XT  683998$ 
link  up  with  the  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-);  and  with  B  Troop 
proceed  to  Objective  1  (  XU  698027)#  Troop  C  joined  Company  C,  1st 
Battalion,  2d  Infantry  at  LZ  BLUE. 

The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
into  LZ  A 11  HEN  (XT  616995)  at  1000  hours*  The  battalion  moved  to  secure 
Objective  V.3EBALL  (XT  623996)1  left  one  company  in  blocking  positions! 
and  prooeeded  to  vicinity  of  XU  721021  to  conduct  a  search  of  the 
battle  area  of  the  previous  day*  Light  contact  was  made  with  small 
groupB  of  7C# 

The  2d  Battalion,  13th  Infantry  continued  to  search  the  battle 
area  and  ur covered  numerous  shallow  graves  and  additional  7C  bodies# 

At  1600  hours,  the  batted  ion  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  PINK 
(XU  592023.)  and  occupied  positions  for  the  night  as  shown  on  Overlay  1# 
Company  A  uade  o  .intact  with  the  VC  and  Company  C  and  Recon  Platoon  were 
Bent  to  reinforcs.  Mortar  and  small  arm3  fire  was  received  until  con¬ 
tact  was  broken  at  2030  hours*  At  0545  hours  2  July,  the  overnight 
positions  of  A  Company,  C  Company,  and  Ilocon  Platoon,  were  taken  under 
fire  by  automatic  weapons  and  mortars#  The  vC  then  launohed  a 
series  of  five  <r  aults  from  all  directions,  but  thv  attaok  was 
countered  by  f ± ** -  support  from  artillery,  gun  ships,  and  fighter 
bombers#  A  tot..!  of  61  sorties  were  flown  by  USAF  »\  ghter  bombers 
and  inoluded  clw.3  air  support  by  three  flights  usi: SKY  SPOT  (radar 
bombing)  techniques*  Company  B  was  moved  at  0730  hours  to  reinforce 
Companies  A  and  C  and  contact  was  broken  at  0900  hours,  A  body  count 
of  VC  dead  revealed  that  the  attacking  3d  Battalion,  273d  VC  I  Ain 
Force  Regiment  suffered  the  loss  of  78  killed# 

At  0710  hours,  the  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  moved  from  oveiv 
night  positions  to  support  the  2d  Battalion,  10th  Infantry*  Link-up 
was  made  at  0930  hours  and  both  battalions  searched  the  arec.  around 
the  defensive  perimeter*  The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantiy  then 
continued  north  toward  LZ  ROSE  (XU  5904)  but  made  no  contaot* 


The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry,  minus  C  Company  at  the  artillery 
base,  assembled  on  Route  13  and  was  helilifted  into  LZ  RID  (  M  657050), 
closing  at  1320  hours.  This  LZ  and  adjacent  LZ  /HITE  (XU  657037) 
were  secured  by  Troops  B  and  C,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and  attached 
ARVN  APC  troop  and  rifle  company* 

The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  was  helilifted  into  LZ  PPTC  and 
relieved  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  which  returned  to  control 
of  1st  Infantry  Division  at  1530*  During  the  night  the  2d  Battalion, 

2d  Infantry  came  under  mortar  attack  which  appeared  1  ter  to  have 
been  a  cover  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  VC  to  the  southwest  and  north¬ 
west.  sweep  of  the  area  was  made  with  only  minor  contact. 

FIRE  SUPI’ORT  (U) 

•At  the  time  B  Troop  made  contact,  a  preplanned  air  strike  was  in 
progress  vicinity  XT  7499*  The  aircraft  had  commenced  dropping  CBU 
at  the  time  Col  Lewane  notified  the  forward  air  controller  (FAC)  that 
the  armored  column  was  in  contact.  The  pilot  pulled  out  of  his 
southeast  to  northwest  direction  of  flight  and  brought  his  aircraft 
down  the  vest  side  of  Route  13,  expending  the  remainder  of  his  CBU, 
Napalm,  and  20rara.  A  largo  group  of  VC  were  seen  running  east  along 
the  trail  north  of  the  rice  paddy*  The  next  flight  concentrated  on 
the  logs  at  Check  Foint  3  and  the  trail.  A  second  FAC  arrived  about 
1030  and  started  working  along  the  trail.  Col  Lewane  requested  the 
area  along  Route  13  about  300  meters  from  the  road  be  hit,  however, 
the  troop  commanders  requested  it  be  moved  closer  to  the  road* 

During  the  dash  of  Lt  Cole's  3d  Platoon  forward  with  the  infantry, 
a  napalm  strike  was  placed  along  side  the  west  of  the  road  assisting 
his  movement.  Col  Lewane  called  for  a  preparation  on  LZ  2,  but  delayed 
the  actual  landing  when  he  was  notified  that  aircraft  were  on  station 
with  CBU.  This  strike  was  placed  from  the  00  grid  line  to  the  LZ. 

After  the  LZ  preparation,  air  strikes  were  directed  to  the  vest  to 
cover  trails  on  which  VC  were  withdrawing  in  groups  of  from  5  to  15* 
Napalm  strikes  were  placed  ahead  of  the  advancing  2d  Battalion,  13th 
Infantry* 

From  the  initial  preplanned  stride,  air  support  vas  con¬ 

tinuous  and  unlimited.  A  total  of  36  sort±  ,  were  flown  as  follows t 

M  -  24 

FI OO  -  40 

A1  -  10  ( VNAF ) 

F5  -  6 

F4  -  8 

0rdnar.ee  er>  reded  included: 

High  2b:plos-/e  -  42.3  tons 

Napalm  -  48  tons 

CBU  -11*5  tons 

Rockots  -  160 

There  was  a  minimum  of  one  FAC  on  station  at  all  times.  These 
FACs  were  in  constant  communication  with  either  the  squadron  commander, 
S-3,  or  troop  commanders. 

Artillery  direct  support  was  provided  by  Battery  B  (155^)  and 
Battery  D  (3" ),  8th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  located  at  HON  f-jUAN 
(XT  762351)*  Battery  B  fired  548  rounds  and  Battery  D  fired  277 
from  the  time  contact  was  made  until  about  1900  hours. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

'  Defensive  concentrations  had  been  plotted  alone  the  route  which 
facilitated  ground  observers  with  the  column  to  call  for  fire.  However, 
moat  of  the  missions  were  adjusted  by  air  observers*  Within  minutes 
after  contact  began,  an  air  observer  was  over  the  battle  area.  Fire 
va3  most  intense  from  the  northeast  and  norti*..LJt  and  artillery  v/oj 
fired  on  the  trail  north  of  the  rice  paddy.  These  fires  were  shifted 
to  the  wooded  area  north  of  SROK  DONG.  Col  Lewane  then  directed  that 
art.’llciy  would  fire  to  the  ea3t  of  Route  13.  This  was  continued 
until  suoh  time  as  he  directed  that  artillery  be  placed  as  a  block 
along  the  streamline  to  the  west.  Artillery  was  also  used  in  the 
preparation  of  LZ  2  and  shifted  prior  to  the  landing  to  the  woods  on 
the  north.  Artillery  continued  to  block  along  the  streamline  to  the 
west  after  the  infantry  deployed.  Groups  of  VC  were  seen  to  walk 
into  the  fire,  lying  down  or  getting  in  holes  between  volleys.  By 
1700,  resistance  had  ended,  but  air  and  artillery  continued  to  inter¬ 
dict  likely  assembly  areas  and  routes  of  withdrawal.  Interdiction 
continued  throughout  the  night. 

In  addition  to  air  and  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  supported 
the  engaged  units.  At  0945  hours  an  armed  CII-47>  GO-GO  1 54 »  received 
an  ambush  reaction  mission  in  support  of  the  armored  column.  Contact 
was  made  with  Col  Lewane  at  1000  hours.  The  pilot  was  briefed  on  the 
situation  and  made  an  immediate  attack  on  the  enemy  forces  100  meters 
west  of  Route  13*  The  first  attack  was  made  at  1000  hours  using  20mm 
and  50  caliber  guns  and  40m:  grenades.  After  the  first  pass,  Col  Lewane 
requested  that  fire  bo  moved  to  within  25  to  50  meters  from  the  road 
and  the  second  attack  was  made  using  the  same  weapons.  A  third  pass 
was  made  using  M-1Q  (7*62  Miniguns)  and  50  caliber  side  and  rear  guns. 
The  Mini  runs  appeared  to  have  little  suppressive  affect  and  the  air¬ 
craft  received  several  hits.  Transmission  warning  lights,  oil  pres¬ 
sure,  and  temperature  gauges  indicated  heavy  damage  and  an  immediate 
landing  was  made  in  the  rice  paddy  east  of  Route  13*  A  check  indi¬ 
cated  the  aircraft  was  safe  to  fly  and  the  aircraft  returned  to 
QUAH  LOI  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  damage.  At  11 30  hours,  VTJTTG  TAU 
V7as  contaoted  for  a  replacement  aircraft  which  arrived  at  1J00  and 
continued  attacks  on  enemy  troops,  evacuation  routes,  assembly  areas, 
and  clor>e  support  of  elements  occupying  blocking  positions. 

Operations  with  ^rmed  Chinooks  ended  at  2015  hours.  Numerous 
sortie.*  /ere  fl'wn  by  armed  UH-1B!s  both  as  co^er  for  the  armed 
Chinooks  and  against  targets  selected  by  Col  Lewane. 

RESULTS  (U) 


3nemy  looser  included* 

r?0  KI*  ''--T  Count) 

’00  KL  •;  'able) 

7  . ;  y*  ■  '  es 

40  Small  Arms 
23  Crew  Served  Weapons 
1633  Rounds  of  Ammunition 

(C)  Friendly  losses  are  as  follows* 


1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 


KIR 

WIA 

Itq  Troop 

5 

B  Troop 

7  (1 

00  r)  3? 

C  Troop 

Jl  (2 

DO  A  18 

Total 

12 

55 
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2d  Battalion,  IGth  Infantry 


KIA  WIA 

A  Company  1  12 

B  Company  1  10 

C  Company  (l  D0',7)  12 

Total  7  39 


Seven  armored  personnel  carriers  and  four  tanks  were  damaged. 

One  personnel  carrier  and  one  UH-1D  were  destroyed, 

CONCLUSION  (U) 

As  the  reaction  forces  continued  to  search  the  battle  area,  con¬ 
clusive  evidence  was  found  that  the  271st  'JC  Regiment  had  been  decis¬ 
ively  defeated  and  again  failed  in  its  assigned  mission  to  destroy 
U,3,  armored  forces  along  Route  13*  The  rout  of  271st  Regiment  cm 
be  attributed  to  several  significant  facts > 

Prom  the  first  indication  of  contact  until  the  VC  withdrew  in 
defeat,  Lt  Col  Lewane  was  in  complete  command  of  the  situation.  At 
the  time  of  contact,  the  squadron  was  under  0PC0N  2d  Battalion,  13th 
Infantry,  Because  he  had  complete  control  of  the  situation,  subor¬ 
dinate  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion,  I’Hh  Infantry  were  placed  under 
his  control  when  committed  to  the  battle.  Except  for  short  periods 
of  time  when  he  returned  to  refuel,  he  was  over  the  battle  area. 
During  his  absence,  he  had  his  S-3  replace  him  to  control  the  action 
and  coordinate  the  fire  support.  Col  Lewane  was  in  constant  oon>- 
munication  with  his  troop  commanders,  artillery  observers,  forward 
air  controllers,  and  gunships,  lie  coordinated  all  the  fires  to 
insure  that  the  maximum  amount  of  uninterrupted  firepower  oould  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy  forces, 

Lt  Col  McChrystal's  plans  for  deployment  of  the  rapid  reaotion 
force  saved  many  valuable  minutes,  preventing  a  larger  number  of  'VC 
from  withdrawing. 


The  incision  of  General  DePuy  to  divert  helicopters  for  the 
lift  o'f'  Pi  Battalion,  1*0 th  Infantry,  coupled  with  the  movement  of 
B  Corny*  '  by  vehicle  to  the  pickup  zone  cut  to  a  minimum,  the  time 
betwec-i  landing  of  the  two  companies. 

Preplanned  airotrikeo  were  available  for  divexsion  to  the  area 
of  contact  and  subsequent  close  .air  support  was  continuous.  There 
was  unlv-vited  supp  **t  with  varying  quantities  and  types  of  ordnanoe, 

Kud.r  cm  and  .  caliber  artillery  was  available  within  range 

of  the  Latvia  a:  •  ]  rapidly  responded  to  requests  for  fire  by 

Col  Levano, 


Troop  C  was  nor,  initially  engaged  and  wa3  available  for  immed¬ 
iate  reinforcement  on  Col  Lewane*s  order. 


The  tremendous  base  of  fire  lrid  down  by  the  t-nks  and  personnel 
carriers,  coupled  with  the  tenacity  with  which  pers<v*nel  fought  and 
the  outstanding  leadership  given  the  men,  were  ins ti omental  in  over¬ 
coming  tho  numerically  superior  VC  force.  As  squad  and  platoon  leaders 
were  wounded  or  killed,  assistants  immediately  assumed  command  bo  that 
at  no  timo  vforo  the  troops  lacking  direction. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


The  time  oontact  was  made  is  particularly  significant#  The 
battle  started  at  0938  leaving  ten  hours  of  daylight  for  the  battle 
to  develop,  a  reaction  force  to  be  committed,  and  a  search  of  the 
battle  area  to  be  conducted  after  eontaot  was  broken#  This  denied 
the  enemy  the  capability  to  police  the  area# 

leather  conditions  did  not  limit  the  ability  of  the  forward  air 
controllers  or  artillery  observers  to  place  effective  fire  on  the 
eneny# 

Incl  —  MAP  1  -  1st  Inf  Div  Troop  Dispositions 
MAP  2  -  Area  of  Operation  1:50,000 
MAP  3  -  PICTOMAP  Area  of  Operation  1  :25,000 
Sketch  Maps  1-6 
Overlay  -  Battle  of  HO  KRIGNOU 
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ANNEX  B  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
Battle  of  LOC  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  Narrative 

RESUME  OF  BATTLE  OF  LOC  NINH  RUBBER  PLANTATION 

The  Battle  of  the  LOC  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  was  conducted  under 
the  canopy  of  the  gently  rolling  LOC  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  two  kilo¬ 
meters  west  and  northwest  of  LOC  NINH,  coord  XU  737097*  Vegetation 
under  the  60  foot  rubber  trees  was  negligible.  Weather  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  fair  with  the  exception  of  heavy  ground  fog  in  the  early 
morning.  The  fog  delayed  the  helibome  portion  of  the  operation  from 
0620H  until  .081 5H  when  the  fog  dissipated  sufficiently  to  allow  the 
HU-1D  helicopters  to  make  their  lift  of  one  CIDG  platoon  and  one  platoon 
from  A  Company  into  the  LZ  vie  coord  XU  702112.  Touchdown  was  110835H 
Jun  66  following  a  five  minute  gunship  preparation  in  the  area. 

The  ground  blocking  elements,  two  platoons  from  A  Company,  2/2Sth 
Inf  departed  the  LOC  NINH  area  at  071 5H  along  Itoute  RED  and  Route  BLUE, 
respectively.  At  0735H  these  elements  reported  receiving  SA  fire  from 
approximately  one  platoon  of  VC  vie  coord  XU  715093*  A  Company's  81mm 
mortars  were  fired  into  the  area  with  unknown  results.  In  the  same  vie, 
at  081  OH,  the  blocking  elements  had  three  wounded  by  SA  fire  from  the  VC 
positions  at  the  top  of  Hill  150,  The  81mm  mortars  from  A  Company  were 
again  called  on  the  hilltop.  Following  the  mortar  barrage  the  two 
blocking  platoons  moved  into  positions  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  VC 
locations  on  Hill  150,  vie  coord  XU  715095* 

The  heliborne  elements  after  their  initial  landing,  headed  south 
toward  their  original  objective  of  the  Village  Nr.  10  complex,  centered 
at  XU  710100,  At  084 9H  the  blocking  elements  reported  receiving  MG  fire 
from  a  bunker  at  vie  coord  XU  717095*  Upon  receiving  this  information 
the  CIDG/A  Company  elements  altered  their  mission  and  moved  south  to 
assist  against  what  was  now  estimated  to  be  at  least  one  VC  platoon 
entrenched  on  top  of  Hill  150,  A  Company's  platoon  moved  to  the  north 
of  the  VC  positions  tying  in  with  the  two  blocking,  forces  on  the  east 
and  south,  thus  forming  a  U-shaped  ring  open  to  the  WT.  The  CIDG  platoon 
attempted  to  penetrate  the  VC  positions  from  the  IN,  but  were  repulsed  by 
heavy  SA  and  AW  fire  coming  from  the  well  entrenched  enemy.  The  C-uG 
elements  then  displaced,  tying  in  with  A  Company's  blocking  elements  on 
the  south.  81mm  mortars  were  immediately  called  in  to  the  north,  sealing 
off  any  VC  route  of  withdrawal. 

Due  to  the  intensity  of  the  fighting  C  Ciompany  was  alerted  at  091  OH 
to  be  prepared  .to  move  on  foot  to  assist  A  Company.  At  C94-OH  C  Company 
was  ordered  to  move  in  support  of  the  elements  around  Hill  1 50.  By 
1030H  A  and  C  Companies  had  linked  up,  C  Company  moving  around  toward 
coord  XU  713098.  As  C  Company  moved  to  effect  tie  in,  A  Company  indicated 
that  VC  were  moving  to  the  NE  toward  Hill  177*  vie  coord  XU  721111.  C 
Company  was  then  ordered  by  the  battalion  commander  to  move  north  to 
intercept  and  attack  the  VC  in  that  vicinity. 

Upon  approaching  coord  XU  720104  C  Company  ran  into  intense  ground 
fire  from  at  least  one  VC  company  firmly  entrenched  in  bunkers  with 
overhead  cover  i;i  the  vie  of  Hill  177*  Artillery  and  4.2M  mortar  fire 
was  called  on  VC  positions  and  to  the  north  to  prevent  the  VC  from 
escaping.  At  1200H  C  Company  requested  ammunition  resupply  and  further 
assistance  to  maneuver  against  the  enemy  force.  In  less  than  15  minutes 
two  helicopter  loads  of  ammunition  were  airdropped  on  C  Company's  front 
lines.  The  Recon  Platoon  was  immediately  dispatched  on  foot  from  LOC  NINH 
with  still  additional  ammunition  and  a  mission  of  aiding  the-  C  Company 
attacking  elements  south  of  Hill  177* 
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Battle  of  LOC  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  narrative  (Con't) 

The  Recon  element  moved  to  A  Company's  CP  location,  vie  coord 
XU  720092  and  then  proceeded  north  to  assist  C  Company,  killing  three 
VC  snipers  along  the  wajr.  At  1330H  Recon  and  C  Company  linked  up  with 
Recon  being  placed  on  C  Company  left  flank  vie  coord  XU  717104.  In  pre¬ 
paration  for  an  assault,  iadre  artillery  was  fired  on  the  VC  positions 
Around  Hill  1 77#  The  attack  conmenced  at  1425H  with  C  Company  on  line 
east  to  west  and  the  Recon  Platoon  pinching  in  on  VC  trenchwork  from 
the  west  along  a  ridgeline  running  north  vie  coord  XU  71 51 13. 

At  this  point  the  VC  concentrated  their  fire  on  kecon  snd  C  Company 
platoon  on  the  left,  hurling  grenades  and  firing  SA  from  the  trees* 
Simultaneously,  the  VC  began  hitting  the  Recon  Platoon’s  left  flanlc  with 
intensified  SA  and  AW  fire*  The  Recoft  in  turn  attempted  to  fall  bad: 
prevent  the  VC  enveloping  movement.  While  in  the  process  of  ac'.onplisning 
this  maneuver,  the  VC  moved  a  machinegun  into  a  trench  occupied  by  the 
remaining  Recon  elements,  resulting  in  the  VC  overrunning  the  positions. 

C  Company  inmediately  countered  with  its  reserve  platoon,  eliminating 
the  VC  resistance,  pushing  the  energy  off  Hill  177  into  the  artillery 
volleys  to  the  north  and  northwest,  terminating  this  portion  of  the 
battle  at  around  111615H  Jun  66. 


Meanwhile,  in  the  A  Company  area  to  the  south,  consecutive  assaults 
from  the  north,  south,  and  west  failed  to  dislodge  the  VC  from  their 
entrenched  positions.  A  CIDG  company  moving  west  on  patrol  waB  diverted 
into  a  blocking  position  vie  coord  XU  700090.  A  Company's  81  zm  mortars 
continued  to  pound  the  VC  positions,  but  to  no  apparent  avail.  The 
battalion  commander  then  decided  to  consult  his  final  reserve,  B  Company, 
at  1430H,  at  the  same  t'ime  moving  the  CIDG  company  east  to  XU  713090  into 
a  more  advantageous  blocking  and  maneuvering  location* 

TThen  B  Company  linked  up  with  A  Company  at  1500H  the  A  Company 
elements  were  repositioned  to  allow  the  artillery  to  fire  a  preparation 
all  along  Hill  1 50  prior  to  an  assault  by  B  Company.  In  the  meantime 
the  CIDG  platoon  attached  to  A  Company  and  positioned  vie  coord  XU  714093 
retreated  to  the  south  after  their  interpreter  had  been  /killed,  by  the  VC, 
thus  creating  a  gap  in  the  A  Company  lines  on  the  south*  The  SF  Advisor 
then  ,v-inec  'A  Company  until  the  battle  ended. 

Following  a  sixteen  volley  artillery  bombardment  t>  company  assaulted 
Hill  150  at  1630H,  completely  overruning  the  VC  positions.  The  VC  fled 
to  the  south  and  ran  into  a  heavy  voluran  df  fire  from  the  CIDG  blocking 
force,  causing  the  VC  to  scatter  SVJ  in  complete  disorganization. 

After  tho  final  assault,  consolidations  were  made  in  the  battalion 
zone  of  action*  Casualties  were  then  evacuated,  ammunition  resupply  was 
effected,  and  the  battlefield  was  policed  of  VC  bodies  and  equipment 
with  a  thorough  search  of  the  entire  area.  The  battalion  then  moved  on 
foot  back  to  base  camp  location  around  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip,  final 
elements  closin':  at  112100H  Jun  66. 


Figures: 

US 

VC 

KHA  -  33 

KIA 

WHA  -  33 

WIA 

(3C) 

(Captured) 
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The  enemy  force  was  estimated  to  be  from  two  to  three  main 
force  VC  companies.  Because  of  the  nature  of  resistance  this  estimation 
was  never  apparent  until  approximately  1200H. 

2.  Enerry  Equipment  Captured: 

a.  60mm  mortar  — — - 1  each  complete  with  ammunition. 

b.  SKS  Russian  Carbine  —  1  each. 

c.  Panzerfaust - - 1  each  with  ammunition. 

d.  MG-42  raachinegun - 1  each. 

e.  VC  webgear. 

f .  VC  medical  supply. 

K  Numerous  grenades,  mines  and  small  arms  ammunition. 

3.  Ammunition  Expended: 

a.  81  ran  mortars  —  400  HE,  14  Ill. 

b.  4.2”  mortars  —  95  KE,  5  WP. 

c.  105mm  Arty - 1143  HE. 

d.  Small  arms  - —  two  basic  loads. 

4.  Air  Sorties  Flown:  Air  was  used  to  block  VC  route  of  escape 
to  the  west  side  of  the  battle  area.  Sixteen  sorties  were  flown  by 
F-100ls,  F-4C’s,  and  Navy  A1H  aircraft.  Ordnance  expended  as  follows: 
CBU,  Napalm,  250  pound  fragmentation  bombs,  20mm  cannon. 


£4 
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2nd  Bn,  28th  Inf,  1st  Inf  Div 
Loc  Ninh,  South  Vietnam  (XU  7308) 
101600H  Jun  66 
KM 

FRAG  ORDER  (0PER4TI0N  EL  PASO  II ) 

REFERENCES  MAP,  SOUTH  VJETNAMj  1:50,000  LOC  NINH  6346  IV;  LOC  THIEN 
6346  III. 

1.  MISSION:  A  Co  w/1  platoon  CIDG  conducts  search  of  Village  Nr.  10, 
Loc  Ninh  Rubber  Plantation,  vie  coord  XU  7209,  to  clear  area  of 
local  VC. 

2.  EXECUTION: 

a.  Concept  of  operation:  A  Co  (-)  w/ClDG  platoon  attached,  at 
110600H  commences  move  by  foot  and  HU1D  helicopter  to  surround 
Village  Nr,  10  and  clear  it  of  VC  and  VC  sympathizers. 

b.  A  Co:  At  0600H  two  platoons  follow  Route  Red  and  Route  Blue 
to  blocking  positions  east  and  south  of  Village  Nr.  10.  At 
O63OH  one  platoon  from  A  Co  w/one  platoon  of  CIDG  helilifted 
to  LZ  XU  701112,  move  south,  conduct  search  and  clear  of  VC  in 
Village  Nr.  10. 

c.  B  Co:  Be  prepared  to  reinforce  A  Co  on  20  min.  alert. 

d.  C  Co:  Be  prepared  to  reinforce  A  Co  on  5  min.  alert. 

e.  Heavy  Mortar:  GS,  priority  to  A  Co. 

f.  Recon:  Reinforce  on  call. 

g.  AT:  Demo  support  on  call. 

h.  Coord.  Instructions: 

(1)  A  Co  send  one  man  to  maintain  constant  coordination  with 
CIDG. 

(2)  'Virhip  prep  of  LZ  five  minutes  prior  to  landing. 

(3)  '  and  VCS  evacuated  to  Loc  Ninh  on  foot. 

(4)  Evacuate  casualties  to  rear  on  foot  if  possible.  Dustoff 
on  call.  Dustoff  freq:  45.7 

(5)  FAC  freq:  43.6 
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BLANK-  NOT  FILMED* 


2nd  ft-.,  28th  Inf.  1st  Ihf  DLy 
Loe  Ninh,  Sovith  Vietnam  (XU7308) 
101600H  Juh  66 
KDM 

ANNEX  A  (OPERATION  OVERLAY)  to  FRAG  ORDER  (OFEliATION  EL  PASO  il) 


BCfc'IE 
Lt  Col 


OFFICIAL: 


/s/Fish 

for/t/RABDAU 

S3 


t  . 


2nd  Bn,  2Bth  Inf,  1st  Inf  Div 
Loc  Minh,  Sou  ,h  Vietnam  (XU7308) 
12  June  1966 
KM 

RESUME  OVERLAY  to  FRAG  ORDER  (OPERATION  EL  PASO  II) 


NOT  EXACT  SCALE:  APPROX  1:20,000  LOC  NINH-XU730B 


OFFICIAL: 

/s/Fish 

for/t/RABDAU 

S3 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  MINH  THANH  ROAD 

The  272d  Viet  Cong  Main  Force  Regiment  is  considered  the  elite 
regiment  of  the  9th  VC  Division,  However,  during  the  Battle  of  MINH 
THANH  Road  on  9  July  1966,  this  regiment  suffered  its  second  defeat  by 
the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  supporting  forces*  On  8  June  1966,  two:j 
battalions  of  the  272d  Regiment  had  attacked  an  armored  cavalry  column 
and  were  severely  decimated  during  the  three  and  A  half  hours  attack* 

The  Battle  of  MINH  THANH  Road  is  another  example  of  the  departure  from 
conventional  tactics  the  1st  Infantry  Division  has  experienced  during 
its  first  year  in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam, 

The  Battle  of  MINH  THANH  Road  was  one  of  five  fcajor  actions  in 
which  Viet  Cong  Main  Force  Regiments  were  engaged  and  defeated  by  men 
of  the  Big  Red  One  during  Operation  EL  PASO,  June  -  Jtily  1966*  The 
battle  is  classic  in  two  respects*  First  was  the  planning  and  execution. 
Second,  this  was  not  an  instance  of  where  the  VC  alone  planned  the  attack 
and  launched  it  at  a  time  and  place  of  their  choosing,  withdrawing  before 
adequate  resources  were  deployed  in  reaction. 

Based  on  the  previous  successes  of  ROADRUNNER  operations  conducted 
by  armored  cavalry  forces^  the  Commanding'  General,  1st  Infantry  Division, 
gave  the  1st  Brigade  Commander  the  mission  of  developing  a  plan  to  lure 
the  Viet  Cong  into  attacking  US  forces.  Colonel  Sidney  B  Berry  Jr 
received  the  mission,  gave  his  staff  the  concept  of  operation,  and  issued 
the  order  for  Operation  OLTMPIA/EL  PASO  (OPCRD  23-66),  6  July#  The  1st* 
Brigade  mission  was:  "to  position  farces  and  conduct  reconnaissance  in 
force  to  lure  VC  forces  to  ambuah/attack  the  column,  enabling  the  1st 
Brigade  to  destroy  VC  forces  by  offensive  action."  Operation  OLYMPIA 
was  a  multi-phase  plan  in  concept,  easily  modified  to  insure  response 
to  attacks  on  either  the  MINH  THANH  Road  or  National  Route  13  south  of 
AH  LOG.  In  response  to  additional  guidance  from  General  DePuy,  the 
1st  Brigade  included  a  feint  against  SROC  CON  IRANG.  On  8  July,  a 
simulated  airmobile  assault  would  be  conducted  into  an  LZ  vicinity  SROC 
CON  .TRANG  following  air  and  artillery  preparations  causing  the  VC  to  be 
drawn  into  the  killing  zone  of  a  B-52  strike.  Subsequent  to  receipt  of 
the  mission,  extensive  planning,  reconnaissance  and  wargaming  was  con¬ 
ducted,  All  commanders  participated  in  the  plan  and  knew  exactly  what 
the  philosophy  was  and  what  the  other  conmandSrs  felt.  This  facilitated 
the  carrying  out  of  modifications  with  a  'minimum  of  radio  transmissions 
once  contact  was  made.  On  9  July,  Phase  II  of  the  concept  of  operations 
would  commence  with  Task  Force  DRAGOON,  consisting  of  Troops  B  and  C 
1/4  Cavalry  and  B  Company  1/2  Infantry,  conducting  a  reconnaissance  in 
force  along  Route  KNIFE  (map  1 )  to  MINH  THANH,  TF  DRAGOON  would  receive 
engineer  equipment  at  MINH  THANH  And  return  to  AN  LOC.  In  the  event  TF 
DRAGOON  was  ambushed  or  attacked  anrOute,  forces  previously  positioned 
would  respond  immediately  as  the  situation  developed.  Commitment  of 
initial  battalions  would  be  against  the  VC  flanks#  Remaining  battalions 
would  be  committed  to  the  immediate  battle  area  or  to  blocking  positions. 
Landing  zones  and  tentative  blocking  positions  along  likely  VC  routes  of 
withdrawal  were  selected  (map  1)  to  be  occupied  on  order-  To  further 
insure  the  VC  were  lured  into  contact^  the  movement  of  bulldozers  and 
resupply  trucks  from  MINH  THANH  to  AN  LOC  escorted  with  &  small  axiount 
of  armored  cavalry  was  leaked.  Information  Was  also  leaked  that  a  con¬ 
voy  would  be  moving  down  Route  13  in  the  near  future  in  hopes  that  should 
the  VC  not  be  lured  into  attacking  the  KENH  THANH  convoy,  they  would 
attack  the  one  on  Route  13#  The  latter  convoy  would  be  covered  by 
Artillery  Base  II,  The  attack  on  the  MINH  THANH  Road  was  preferred  . 
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becauae  of  landing  zones,  The  plan  was  wargamed  from  the  VC  standpoint 
and  although  five  possible  sites  were  aelected  for  the  attack,  the  final 
position  selected  was  the  same  location  the  actual  attack  took  place. 

The  intelligence  estimate  indicated  a  minimum  of  one  battalion  and 
possibly  a  regiment  could  be  expected  to  attack.  Intelligence  had  shown 
the  272d  Regiment  to  be  operating  in  the  area  in  regimental  strength. 

On  7  July,  the  1st  Brigade  began  positioning  its  forces  and  com¬ 
pleted  care  and  mainteiiance  for  future  operations.  Headquarters,  B,  and 
D  Batteries,  8/6th  Artillsry  and  A  Battery  1  /5th  Artillery  moved  to 
Artillery  Base  I*  The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced  infiltration 
to  MINH  THANH,  using  UH-1D  and  CV-2  aircraft.  The  move  was  completed  on 
8  July.  Forces  at  NINH  THANH  then  included  2/2d  and  l/l8th  Infantry  and 
Battery  C,  2/33d  Artillery.  The  simulated  airmobile  assault  was  con¬ 
ducted  on  8  July  by  elements  of  1/28th  Infantry,  followed  by  the  B-52 
strike  at  1100  hours.  Air  strikes  were  also  employed  against  suspected 
VC  bases  in  the  SROC  CON  TRANG  ar^a.  Headquarters  Battery,  l/5th  Artil¬ 
lery  and  C  Battery  l/?th  Artillery  moved* to  Artillery  Base  II.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Robert  Haldane»s  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  occupied 
positions  around  the  abandoned  airstrip  2500  meters  east  of  Artillery 
Base  I  and  secured  the  artillery  with  one  company.  The  1st  Battalion, 
16th  Infantry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rufus  G.  Lazzell,  moved 
from  LOC  NINH  to  QUAN’LOI,  5500  meters  northeast  on  AN  LOC,  and  came 
under  control  of  1st  Brigade.  Company  C,  1/2  Infantry  and  an  ARVN  APC 
troop  provided  security  for  Artillery  Base  II.  The  1/18  Infantry  main¬ 
tained  one  company  at  position  S5  and  the  battalion  (-)  at  the  MINH  THANH 
airfield.  The  2/2  Infantry  occupied  overnight  positions  in  vicinity  of 
S11. 


The  1/18  Infantry  (-)  began  moving  to  S5  at  0605  on  9  July,  followed 
by  the  movement  of  2/2  Infantry  to  S11  at  O656.  Company  B,  1/28  Infantry, 
assisting  in  the  security  of  Artillery  Base  I,  returned  to  control  of  the 
pareirt  organization. 

At  0700  hours  9  July,  Task  Force  DRAGOON  crossed  the  start  point  at 
the  AN  LOC  airfield  with  C  Troop,  commanded  by  Captain  Stephen  Slattery, 
leading.  Troop  B,  commanded  by  Captain  David  Kelly  followed  at  0710. 

The  artillery  began  firing  preparation  along  Route  KNIFE  at  0720  hours. 

Due  to  the  low  overcast  and  its  interference  with  close  air  support,  the 
column  halted  at  0755  in  the  vicinity  of  Check  Point  HANK,  A  30  minute 
delay  was  anticipated,  but  it  was  0900  before  the  column  resumed  move¬ 
ment.  LTC  Lewane,  overflying  the  column,  gave  the  order  to  move  and 
Troop  C  continued  to  lead.  The  tactical  fonnation  consisted  of  two  pla¬ 
toons  flanking  the  ro&d  with  a  command  group  and  a  third  platoon  following 
on  the  roadway.  However,  as  the  column  proceeded  beyond  the  rubber 
plantation,  the  thickness  of  the  Underbrush  and  secondary  jungle  growth 
forced  those  elements  on  the  flanks  to  return  to  the  roadway.  Tanks 
were  interspersed  with  the  platoons  and  a  mechanized  flame  thrower  was 
integrated  into  the  tactical  formation  of  each  troop.  Personnel  of  B 
Company,  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  were  integrated  into  the  elements 
of  the  squadron  (-)  with  the  majority  with  C  Troop,  giving  each  person¬ 
nel  carrier  six  fighting  troops.  After  the  column  had  proceeded  approx¬ 
imately  2100  meters,  the  terrain  on  the  flanks  of  the  road  opened  suf¬ 
ficiently  for  assumption  of  the  flanking  wedge  formation.  The  flanking 
platoons  employed  reconnaissance  by  fire,  but  no  fire  was  returned  and 
no  eneny  activity  was  observed.  Artillery  continued  to  fire  on  pre-» 
planned  concentrations  approximately  200  to  300  meters  ahead  of  the  column 
and  about  100  meters  off  the  road.  Fire  teams  ‘(armed  UH-IB's)  and  an 
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armed  CH-47  were  alao  conducting  reconnaiaaance  by  fire  on  both  sides  of 
the  road.  The  aerial  scouts  from  D  Troop  flew  ahead  and  to  the  flanks 
of  the  column  to  detect  any  VC  movement. 

Troop  C  assumed  a  box  formation  approximately  200  meters  before 
reaching' Check  Point  DICK  with  the  Troop  Headquarters  closing  the  box 
in  the  rear  and  maintaining  contact  with  the  trfeil  troop.  An  artillery 
preparation,  followed  by  airstrikea,  softened  up  thC  bridge  area. 

Napalm  was  particularly  effective  in  burning  out  dense- undergrowth 
adjacent  to  the  bridge.  Following  the  airstrikes,  the  lead  platoon, 
with  two  engineer  mine  sweeper/demolition  teams  attached  and  supported  by 
overwatchihg  tank  fire,  moved  rapidly  to  the  bridge  site.  Dismounted 
personnel  secured  both  sides  of  the  bridge  and  after  a  check  revealed 
no  demolitions  were  installed  on  the  bridge,  several  M113fs  crossed  to 
add  force  to  the  far  side.  Extensive  scouting,  mine  sweeping,  and  checks 
found  no  evidence  of  enemy  activity  and  the  bridge  was  determined  to  be 
in  good  enough  condition  to  support  heavy  armor.  After  the  bridge  was 
secured,  the  1st  and  2d  Platoons  moved  rapidly  across  and  established 
blocking  positions  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  LTC  Lewane  called  at  this 
time  and  instructed  the  column  to  speed  up  the  operation.  Because  of  the 
combination*  of  the  time  factor  and  the  thick  jungle  growth  adjacent  to 
the  road,  the  column  formation  was  resumed  as  the  squadron  continued 
movement  toward  Check  Point  TOM. 

A  forward  air  controller  (FAC),  flying  over  Route  KNIFE  spotted  an 
estimated  squad  of  VC  at  0945  in  vicinity  of  Check  Point  TOM  headed 
north.  An  airstrike  was  immediately  called  in  on  the  enemy.  Howevor, 
the  column  continued  without  incident  until  1110.  At  a  point  midway 
between  Check  Points  DICK  and  TOM,  Lieutenant  Jack  lyons,  1st  Platoon 
leader  of  C  Troop,^  reported  an  estimated  five  VC  crossing  the  road  from 
north  to  south.  A  second  group  of  about  ten  VC  crossed  the  road  in  the 
same  direction  fend  wero  taken  under  fire  by  the  main  tank  gun.  This  was 
follovred  by  incoming  small  arms  fire  then  automatic  weapons  fire.  The 
lead  elements  rapidly  deployed  and  were  engaged  by  enei/y  mortar  and 
anti-tank  fire.  By  111 5  the  entire  column  was  receiving  heavy  automatic 
weapons,  recoilless  rifle,  mortars,  and  small  arms  fire  (sketch  map). 

LTC  Lewane  requested  a  determination  be  made  as  to  the  direction  of 
the  main  attack  and  on  which  side  of  the  road  the  major  concentrations 
were  located.  This  was  extremely  uifficult  to  determine  because  <*f  the 
tremendous  volume  of  fire  from  the  deployed  tanks  and  Mil  3 f b  and  the 
confusion  that  existed  as  personnel  became  raisoriented  as  the  vehicles 
maneuvered  up  and  down  the  column.  Reports  were  received  that  the  VC 
were  attempting  to  cross  the  road  ahead  of  the  column  from  right  to  left 
and  that  eneny  fire  received  from  the  rear  Was  coming  from  the  left  side 
of  the  road.  Based  on  these  events,  iriitial  determination  was  made  that 
the  main  force  was  on  the  left  (south)  side  of  the  road.  Soon  after 
this,  as  accurate  casualty  counts  and  Concise  reports  from  the  personnel 
on  the  ground  and  aerial  observers  were  received,  it  was  then  determined 
that  the  main  VC  force  was  concentrated  on  the  right  side  or  northwest 
of  the  contact ’point.  Artillery  fire  was  concentrated  in  this  area. 

The  delay  in  making  an  early  and  accurate  determination  was  probably 
the  most  critical  time  of  tH^  battle  because  of  its  influence  on  springirg 
the  reaction  forces.  The  actual  ambush  site  was  approximately  1000  meters 
long.  Foxholes  with  overhead  cover  were  prepared  in  the  ditch  along  the 
road,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  fully  occupied  until  shortly  before  the 
firing  started.  The  bulk  of  the  forces  were  from  100  to  400  meters  from 
the  road  and  moved  up  to  fighting  positions  as  the  column  moved  into  the 
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contact  area.  Drainage  ditches,  dug  at  a  45  degree  angle  into  the  contact 
area,  were  used  as  fire  lanes  by  the  VC  although  apparently  were  not  dug 
for  this  purpose. 

As  soon  as  the  attack  started,  the  squadron  assumed  a  compressed 
formation.  The  lead  troop  compressed  and  the  trail  troop  closed  on  the 
lead  troop  and  also  compressed.  The  gunships  and  aerial  scouts  immediately 
moved  out  of  the  way  of  the  airstrikes  and  artillery  to  a  distance  of 
five  kilometers  and  began  looking  for  withdrawal  routes,  Tha  ACH-47 
v/as  hit  at  1129  and  forced  on  the  road  approximately  600  meters 
southwest  of  DICK,  It  was  later  extracted  by  a  "Flying  Crane".  This 
area  was  also  designated  as  the  initial  Dust  Off  pickup  zone  and  forward 
logistics  site, 

COL  Berry  alerted  Major  John  C  Bard  at  1105  to  be  prepared  to  move 
the  1/1  8  Infantry  to  position  N9  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jack  L  Conn  to 
be  prepared  to  move  the  2/2  Infantry  on  order.  At  11 17 ‘the  i/IB  Infantry 
was  ordered  to  move  on  the  trail  from  position  S5  as  the  Battlefield 
Assault  Force  and  minutes  later  the  1st  Battalion,  28th,  Infantry  was 
alerted  for  possible  movement  to  position  NC  or  ND.  The  order  was 
given  at  1130  for  the  1/28  Infantry  to  move  to  ND,  then  to  the  west  and 
occupy  a  position  southwest  of  NC  from  where  it  was  planned  to  attack  the 
enoiy  column  to  the  southwest.  T  le  2/2  Infantry  was  ordered  to  move  to 
position  S4,  on  foot,  report  their  location,  pji d  prepare  to  r  i  tack  due 
north.  As  the  1/18  Infantry  started  moving  to  N9,  they  found  roving  in 
the  heavy  jungle  undergrowth  very  difficult.  General  DePuy  directed 
division  artillery  to  put  more  observers  over  the  contact  area.  The 
1/18  Infantry  became  tangled  up  in  bunkers  and  foxholes  and  requested 
more  close  air  support . 

COL  Berry  radioed  his  present  plans  summary  to  the  Division  Tactical 
Operations  Center  (DTOC)  at  1134:  "The  1/18  Infantry  is  moving  north 
parallel  to  the  road  to  relieve  pressure  on  the  cavalr*  and  to  hit  the 
VC  flank.  The  (l/28  Infantry  will  land  on  LZ  ND  and  move  west  to  occupy 
positions  southwest  of  ND  and  await  orders.  The  1/28  Infantry  is  planning 
to  attack  along  the  eneny  column  to  the  southwest.  The  2/2  Infantry 
will  move  by  foot  to  blocking  position  S4  report  upon  arrival  and  then 
prepare  to  move  north  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  TF  DRAGOON.  The  1/16 
Infantry  has  been  alerted  for  possible  movement  at  1200  hours  into  the 
forward  area."  This  plan  was  later  modified  by  moving  2/2  Infantry  to 
NC  by  helicopter.  During  the -  time  the  brigade  commander  was  relaying 
his  plans,  the  VC  were  hitting  the  column  with  mortars  and  recoilless 
rifle  fire.  Artillery  was  hitting  the  eneuy  force  with  such  a  heavy 
volume  of  fire,  only  the  personnel  on  the  ground  could  observe  its 
devastating  effect.  Air  strikes  were  continuous  and.  at  one  time  five 
flights  of  fighter  bombers  were  stacked  up  waiting  their  turn  to  go  in. 

LTC  Lev/ane's  estimate  of  the  size  of  the  enemy  force  was  possibly  two 
battalions  or  a  regiment. 

The  first  lift  of  the  1/28  Infantry  was  off  the  ground  at  1210  hours 
and  touched  down  on  LZ  ND  at  1215#  By  1230  the  entire  battalion  had 
closed  ND.  The  1/28  Infantry  controlled  its  own  fires  on  the  LZ,  but 
came  under  Operational  Control  (OPCON)  of  Commanding  Officer  1/4  Cavalry  (-) 
at  1250  by  direction  of  COL  3erry.  At  this  time  B  and  C  Troop  had  com¬ 
pressed  1400  meters  southwest  of  DICK  and  casualties  were  being  evacuated 
to  the  Dust  Off  area  vicinity  of  the  downed  ACH-47.  COL  Berry  gave  the 
order  at  1326  to  Commanding  Officer  1/1 6  Infantry  to  commence  his  heli- 
borne  assault  on  NC  and  be  prepared  to  move  to  N5  or  N6  (LZ  NA  was 
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considered  but  not  selected  because  it  was  too  obvious  and  would  probably 
be  ambushed.  This  left  NC  as  the  only  usable  LZ  from  which  the  infantry 
battalions  could  be  moved  to  blocking  poeitions  oh  the  northwest.) 

The  VC  appeared  to  have  broken  contact  about  1330  and  aerial 
observers  reported  large  groups  of  VC  moving  to  the  northwest.  Troops 
B  and  C  pulled  back  to  DICK  for  amnunition  resupply.  The  1/28  Infantry 
was  located  approximately  700  meters  from  DICK  moving  southwest,  parallel 
to  the  road,  V/hen  the  battalion  reached  the  initial  contact  point  it 
al$o  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  force.  The  1/18  Infantry  was 
given  a  new  direction  of  attack;  east  with  the  right  flank  on  the  road 
and,. left  flank  500  meters  into  X he  woods.  By  1405,  1  /1 6  Ipfantry  had 
the  firs  lift  enroute  to  NC  and. the  2/2  Infantry  was  preparing  for  lift 
to  the  same  LZ,  The  1/18  Infantry  was  deploying  to  attack  parallel  to 
the  road  in  vicinity  of  TOM,  converging  on  DICK.  The  first  and  second 
lifts  of  the  1/16  Infantry  landed  on  NC  at  141 7  and  1430  respectively. 

An  APC  troop  from  the  5th  ARVN  Division  linked  up  with  the  1/4  Cavalry  (-) 
at  1525  and  was  given  instructions  to  retrieve  90mm  ammunition  that  had 
been  dropped  along  the  road  between  DICK  and  TOM.  The  1/18  Infantry 
received  a  change  in  direction  of  attack  at  1435;  new  directior  of 
attack  north  and  block  south  of  N5*  An  eneny  blocking  position  was 
encountered  approximately  800  meters  north  of  TOM  and  air  strikes  were 
called  in.  The  aero  rifle  platoon  from  D  Troop  reinforced  C  Tro^p  at 
1500  because  more  casualties  had  been  sustained  among  the  infantry  than 
with  B  Troop.  The  VC  broke  contact  with  the  1/28  Infantry  about  1540. 

At  1545#  COL  Berry  recommended  to  General  DePuy  that  the  1/4  Cavalry  (-) 
and  ARVN  APC  troop  block  from  TOM  to  DICK,  The  1/28  Infantry  would 
attack  southwest  along  the  north  side  of  the  road  and  then  sweep  back 
along  the  south  side.  The  1  /1 6  Infantry  was  to  move  from  NC  to  N5, 
leaving  an  element  to  secure  the  LZ  for  arrival  of  the  2/2  Infantry. 

After  the  2/2  Infantry  arrived,  the  battalion  would  move  to  N6  and  in 
conjunction  with  1/16  Infantry  occupy  blocking  positions.  By  1700,  the 
first  lift  of  the  2/2  Infantry  was  off  S4  enroute  to  NC.  The  l/l8  was 
still  in  light  contact  and  clearing  a  bunker  complex.  VC  in  the  area 
were  wearing  a  leather  belt  with  a  copper  buckle  and  a  star  superimposed 
on  the  buckle.  The  1/28  Infantry  was  moving  between  the  l/l8  Infantry 
and  the  road.  The  last  lift  of  the  2/£  Infantry  landed  on  NC  ap  1.755. 

The  1/I6  Infantry  found  the  movement  to  N5  to  be  very  .difficult.. 

Although  contact  was  made  with,  small- groups  of  VC  fleeing  toward  the 
SAIGON  River,  the  greatest  tu-niculty  was  caused  by  the  he;\vy  jungle 
undergrowth.  This  hurt  the  attempt- to  close  the  ring  around  the  VC  force. 
One  small  fight  developed  duping  which  LTC  Lazsell  was  wcunded.  COL 
Berry  assumed  temporary  command  of  the  battalion  until  LTC  George  K, 
Wallace  III  could  be  flown  in  to  the  foivard  area.  The  1/16  and  2/2 
Infantry  established  blocking  positions  vicinity  of  N5  and  KC  respectively. 
Troop  B  occupied  a  blocking  position  at  TOM  while  1/18  Infantry  estab¬ 
lished  overnight  positions  northwest  of  TOM.  The  t/28  Infantry  swept 
west  through  the  VC  positions  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  and  then 
returned  on  the  south  side.  There  was  very  little  evidence  that  any 
considerable  VC  forces  had  been  ©outh  of  the  road,  further  substantiating 
the  determination  that  the  main  attack  had  come  from  the  northwest.  The 
1/28  Infantry  remained  overnight  north  of  TOM.  Troop  C  remained  over¬ 
night  at  DICK  and  the  ARVN  APC  troop  oddway  between  TOM  and  DICK.  An 
inventory  of  vehicles  revealed  that  four  Ml  1 3 f s  and  one  M48A3  tank  had 
been  destroyed  and  three  additional  Ml  13* 8  had  been  damaged* 

On  10  July,  the  1st  Brigade  forces  conducted  search  and  destroy 
operations  to  locate  and  destroy  the  remnants  of  the  272d  VC  Regiment, 
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block  routes  of  withdrawal,  and  deny  the  VC  safe  havens  west  of  the 
battlefield.  With  the  exception  of  contact  with  a  platoon  size  force 
and  one  of  unknown  size,  contact  was  limited  to  skirmishes  with  small 
groups  of  VC  attempting  to  flee  across  the  SAIGON  River.  The  272d  VC 
Main  Force  Regiment  had  sustained  the  loss  of  239  KIA  (Body  Count),  304 
KIA  (Probable),  eight  captives,  13  crew  served  weapons,  and  41  small  arms. 
An  extensive  bunker  complex  was  discovered  1500  meters  west  of  N5  and  a 
battalion  size  base  camp  was  located  approximately  1500  meters  north  of 
TOM.  The  2/2  Infantry  swept  from  NC  to  DICK.  Mortar  positions  were 
discovered  and  evidence  indicated  the  VC  had  conducted  a  hasty  with¬ 
drawal  on  9  July.  The  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  conducted  a  search  of  the  area 
between  DICK  and  TOM  and  moved  to  MINH  THANH  At  1630.  The  remaining 
battalions  were  extracted  from  the  battle  area  on  11  July. 

Operation  OLYMPIA  achieved  the  results  for  which  it  was  generated; 
the  272d  VC  Main  Force  Regiment  was  lured  into  attacking  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  and  suffered  losses  that  probably  reduced  the  regiment  to  50? 
strength.  The  success  of  US  forces  during  the  Battle  of  MINH  THANH  Road 
can  be  attributed  to  several  significant  facts. 

Intelligence  proved  to  be  excellent  because  cne  of  the  assumptions 
made  in  the  intelligence  estimate  was  that  the  272d  Regiment  whs  operating 
in  the  area  in  regimental  strength. 

The  value  of  thorough  and  deliberate  prior  planning  and  wargaming 
cannot  be  over  emphasized.  All  conmanders  participated  In  development 
of  the  plan  and  each  conmander  knew  what  the  other  would  do.  It  was  a 
plan  of  the  whole  group  with  each  having  a  vested  interest.  As  the  plan 
was  modified,  it  was  easily  executed  because  every  conmander  knew  the 
philosophy  and  how  other  commanders  felt. 

The  decision  to  delay  the  move  until  the  fog  and  ovfercast  dissipated 
had  a  profound  effect  on  the  final  outcome.  This  coupled  with  the  fact 
that  the  attack  came  early  in  the  day  offered  a  sufficient  peiiod  of  day¬ 
light  to  fight  the  battle  and  sweep  the  area  before  the  VC  had  the 
opportunity  to  return  tinder  cover  of  darkness  and  remove  the  dead, 
wounded,  and  weapons. 

The  artillery  and  close  air  support  were  effective  as  the  principle 
killer.  Over  half  of  the  enemy  were  probably  killed  by  this  combined 
firepower,.  The  road  provided  an  easily  defined  FSCL.  With  friendly 
forces  fighting  from  the  road,  FAC’s  and  airborne  observers  had  no 
question  as  to  where  to  place  the  fire.  The  positions  selected  for  the 
artillery  and  the  philosophy  of  bringing  the  artillery  north  of  the  FSCL 
and  trio  air  south  placed  the  preponderance  of  both  in  these  areas.  The 
majsed  155mm  and  8"  fires  were  instrumental  in  the  quick  breakup  of  the 
VC  attack  and  subsequent  withdrawal.  Ninety-six  fighter  bomber  sorties 
were  expended  in  support  of  the  engaged  forces. 

The  support  provided  by  the  airlift  mission  conmander  had  a  tremen¬ 
dous  effect  on  the  successful  outcome  of  the  operation.  Most  important, 
he  was  present  during  the  entire  planning  phase.  He  was  also  present 
with  the  unit  to  be  lifted  and  sent  his  representative  with  the  next 
unit  to  go. 

Conversely,  there  were  factors  that  had  a  detrimental  effect  on 
the  outcome. 
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Most  critical  was  the  difficulty  in  determining  the  direction  of 
the  main  attack  and  its  influence  on  the  initial  movement  of  the  reaction 
forces. 

Difficulty  in  moving  through  the  Jungle  prevented  the  l/l6th  Infan¬ 
try  from  closing  the  ring  and  closing  off  VC  escape  routes.  This  was 
compounded  by  the  lack  of  adequate  landing  sones  to  the  rear  of  the  VC 
force. 


Viet  Cong  camouflage  and  fire  discipline  was  significant.  The  pre¬ 
planned  air  and  artillery  fires,  reconnaissance  by  fire,  and  continuous 
surveillance  by  airborne  observers  were  ineffective  in  causing  the  VC 
to  disclose  his  presence. 

Certain  readily  apparent  truths  emerged  from  the  Battle  of  MINH 
THANH  Road  in  the  form  of  lessons  learned.  While  the  basic  fundamentals 
of  tactical  operations  remain  unchanged,  changes  in  techniques  are 
required  as  a  result  of  lessons  learned  from  different  environmental 
conditions.  The  following  lessons  learned  are  included  for  the  benefit 
of  the  units  engaged  in  the  battle,  other  units  of  the  1st  Infantry 
Division,  and  other  agencies  interested  in  preparation  of  units  or 
individuals  for  combat  under  similar  conditions. 

The  direction  of  the  main  attack  and  the  major  concentration  of  VC 
forces  must  be  determined  immediately.  This  is  important  for  two  primary 
reasons.  First,  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  bring  in  the  maximum  amount  of 
artillery  and  air  to  overcome  any  existing  numerical  superiority  and 
break  up  the  attack  during  the  most  critical  time,  the  first  30  minutes. 
Second,  reaction  forces  must  be  rapidly  deployed  to  flank  the  VC  posi¬ 
tions  and  block  routes  of  withdrawal.  IXie  to  the  confusion  that  can 
result  as  personnel  become  misoriented,  a  recommended  method  of  pointing 
ou£  the  directi  on  of  attack  ia  through  the 'use  of  imoke.  Supporting 
fires  should  have  been  put’ in  as  soon  as’ihe  first  VC  were  sjwtted. 

Doubling  the  amount  would  not  have  been  £po  much;  Fires  shot: Id  have 
been  placed  farther  from  the  rbad  sin^e  the  VC  were  initial!^  back  from 
the  road  from  100  -  400  meters  and  then  moved  up.  Recc;inaissance  by 
fire  farther  back  would  have  gotten  the.  bulk  of  the  weapons  and  troops 
before  they  moved  up  to  fighting,  posittQns^alohg  the  ditches. 

The  main  attack  was  expected' from  the  direction  of  where  the  jungle 
wae  most  danse.-  It  did  come  from  that  direction  where  there  were  few 
or  no  landing  zonea;  and  thus  prevented  attacks  on  the  flanks  and  to  the 
rear* 

The  Compressed  Compressed  M£H  Formations  were  developed  to  Win 
the  firepower  battle.  In  these  formations,  the  lead  troop  precedes  the 
trail  or  following  troope  by  100  to  300  meters.  When  contact  is  made 
the  troops  compress  and  the  trail  or  following  troops  close  on  the  lead 
troop.  The  Compressed  "L"  Formation  utilizes  di^nounted  infantry  to 
form  the  "L",  As  the  infantry  move  fo~wax$,  '  the  vehicles  that  are 
masked  weave  t^eir  way  to  the  lead  of  the  column.  Air  and  artillery  are 
placed  in  the  pocket  ahead  of  the  infantry.  During  the  Battle  of  MINH 
THANH  Rqad,  the  Compressed  “L"  Formation  was  not  used  because  the  bulk 
of  the  infantry  were  riding  on  the  nersonnel  carriers  of  the  ]e  ad  troo*D. 

This  was  the  first  time  infantry  were  used  as  cavalry,  placed  in 
personnel  carriers  to  fight  from  the  carriers.  This  amounted  to  about 
eight  or  nine  men  per  carrier  including  the  crew,  This  was  a  mistake/ 
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resulting  in  too  many  personnel  on  one  carrier  to  fight  effectively. 

The  optimum  number  of  troops  to  fight  from  an  ACAV  is  five,  tore  than 
this  hinder  the  action  rather  than  assist  it. 

During  the  action,  the  M-14  Rifle  proved  superior  to  the  M-16  Rifle. 
The  infantry  complained  that  dust  collected  during  the  road  march  caused 
the  M-l6*s  to  Jam.  '•’here  were  no  reports  of  similar' M-14  malfunctions. 

The  Starlight  Scope  proved  effective  during  the  night  and  periods  of 
rain.  Enemy  movement  and  lights  were  observed  up  to  100  meters.  Activity 
was  observed  around  two  disabled  M-113's  on  the  north  side  of  the  road. 

The  type  of  action  in  which  the  column  was  engaged  revealed  the 
need  for  a  representative  from  the  squadron  command  group  on  the  ground 
to  establish  a  command  post  area  to:  (1)  evacuate  wounded,  (2)  resupply 
forward  troops,  and  (3)  exert  additional  command  and  control  over  the 
forward  troops. 

The  reconnaissance  by  fire  by  the  ground  elements  was  unsatisfactory 
because  it  was  done  at  a  90  degree  angle  to  the  column.  The  lead  vehicles 
should  direct  their  fire  into  the  ditches  where  the  camouflaged  foxholes 
were  located.  A  better  possibility  of  causing  the  VC  to  disclose  their 
position  exists. 

Tanks  should  have  led  the  column.  Tanks  can  take  more  punishment 
and  put  out  a  greater  volume  of  fire  than  the  ACAV.  The  canister  round 
is  effective  at  close  ranges  and  on  9  July  kept  the  VC  from  overrunning 
the  column. 

An  armored  unit  can  sustain  itself  during  the  critical-period  of 
the  first  two  hours.  Trucks  with  infantiy  c&nnot  be  expected  to  sustain 
itself  for  more  than  a  30  to  60  minute  period  primarily  because  of  the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  firepower  and  ammunition  available. 
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ANNEX  H  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/lII 
Raid  Target  21-27  June  1966 


1.  Background:  A  returnee,  NGUYEN  MING  NHUT,  rallied  on  4  April 
1966.  He  reported  a  storage  area  containing  3,000,000  piasters  worth  of 
supplies  vie  XT  445540,  The  camp  w^s  reported  to  be  guarded  by  80  meni 
On  1  May,  20  sampans  were  seen  in  the  area  and  on  12  May,  two  sampans 
wefre  sunk  there.  On  13  May  a  bridge  capable  of  carrying  truck  traffic 
was  destroyed  by  air  and  wooden  crates  on  a  landing  dock  nearby  produced 
secondary  explosings  when  hit  by  artillery  fire.  On  14  and  15  May  approx¬ 
imately  200  tons  of  rice  were  uncovered  by  an  airetrike  in  the  area. 

2.  Raid:  On  the  morning  of  21  June  the  2/16  Inf  made  a  helibome 
assault  into  a  landing  zone  in  the  vicinity  of  the  storage  area  with  the 
intent  of  destroying,  the  base.  At  0925H,  six  VC  were  encountered  near  a 
hut  vie  XT  461512.  One  VC  was  killed  (BC),  two  VC  KIA  (Prob),  and  one  VCC. 
One  German  Mauser  rifle,  two  105mm  rounds,  and  ten  rounds  SA  ammo  were 
also  captured.  The  VCC  stated  he  was  from  C-65  local  unit.  Their  mission 
is  tribute  collection  and  formation  of  guerrilla  teams  in  the  BEN  CUI 
area.  Rallier  NGUYEN  MING  NHUT  stated  the  80  man  force  guarding  the 
storage  area  was  B-65.  At  1125H,  vie  XT  458525*  the  2/1 6  Inf  was  engaged 
by  another  small  group  of  VC  resulting  in  one  VC  KIA  (BC),  The  VC  was 
carrying  medicine  and  may  have  been  a  medic.  Destroyed  were  a  classroom, 
five  huts,  and  one  hospital  consisting  of  an  operating  table,  oxygen 
mask,  and  medical  supplies.  Other  supplies  captured  or  destroyed  during 
the  day  were  one  French  M-35  SMG,  two  sampans,  16  rounds  of  SA  ammo, 

seven  grenades,  two  155rcm  rounds,  torches,  55  gal  gas,  gunpowder,  a 
water  pump,  9j  tons  of  rice,  one  base  camp  and  300  sheets  of  tin. .  The 
unit  had  not  reached  the  base  camp  area  by  nightfall  so  they  dug  in  and 
prepared  to  go  on  the  following  day, 

3.  On  22  June,  the  2/2  Inf  was  committed  to  raid  area.  As  the  units 
penetrated  into  the  supply  area  it  became  apparent  that  it  was  quite 
extensive.  VC  losses  during  the  day  were  47  tons  of  rice,  two  sampans, 

100  sheets  of  tin,  four  grenades,  16  rounds  SA  ammo,  eight  huts  and  one 
building. 


4.  On  23  June  the  search  of  the  area  continued  i/ith  numerous  small 
contacts  throughout  the  day  resulting  in  eight  VC  KIA  (Prob).  VC  losses 
during  the  day  were  four  base  camps,  1350  lbs  of  flour,  30  gal  of  tobacco, 
30  gal  NUOC  MON,  2.25  tons  of  rice,  two  truck  tires,  four  tractor  tires, 
one  3/4  ton  trailer,  75  gallons  of  fuel,  two  oxcarts,  two  bicycles  and 
1000  tons  of  rice. 


5.  Oi  24  June  small  groups  of  VC  were  again  contacted  resulting  in 
one  VC  KIA  (BC),  and  one  k50/PPSH41  CHICOM  SMG  captured.  VC  losses 
during  the  day  were  one  boat  building  facility,  two  boats,  300  lbs  of 
tea,  15  tons  of  dried  fish,  3.85  tons  of  rice,  55  gallons  of  fuel,  25 
tons  of  salt,  1000  cans  of  sardines,  15  thermos  Jugs,  20  kerosene  stoves, 
100  gallons  of  kerosene,  8000  aluminum  pans,  900  soup  ladles,  and  550 
gallons  of  oil.  Documents  captured  by  the  2/2  Inf  vie  XT  416537  indicated 
that  the  273d  Regiment  and  Z43  Artillery  Battalion  were  in  the  area  as 
recently  as  20  June  and  that  the  271st  Regiment  was  probably  still  in 

the  BINH  LONG  -  TAY  NINH  Province  area.  The  losses  suffered  by  273d 
Regiment  on  17  May  and  11  June  Vic  LOC  NINH  probably  resulted  in  their 
withdrawal  to  this  area  for  replacements1  and  resupply. 

6.  On  25  June  the  number  of  contacts  decreased,  however,  the  2/1 6 
Inf  killed  one  VC  (BC),  11  VC  KIA  (Prob),  and  captured  one  CHICOM  AK 
assault  rifle.  VC  losses  during  the  day  were  two  -  seven  HP  boat  motors, 
two  base  camps,  four  sampans,  2.35  tons  dried  fish,  24.65  tone  of  rice, 
and  five  gallons  of  tar, 
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ANNEX  H  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
Raid  Target  21-27  June  1 966  (Con't) 

7.  On  26  June  the  2/2  Inf  killed  two  VC  (BC),  and  captured  one 
rifle  and  one  German  Mauser.  An  armed  CH-47  helicopter  killed  five  VC 
(BC)  and  destroyed  one  .50  cal  MG  in  the  area.  VC  losses  were  ten  tons 
of  rice,  one  grenade,  500  lbs  of  wax,  320  sheets  of  tin,  five  spools  of 
bailing  wire,  12  bicycles,  and  one  bag  of  toothpaste  and  tooth  brushes, 
one  bicycle  repair  shop,  and  one  base  camp. 

8.  The'  units  spent  27  June  destroying  VC  supplies  and  extracting 
on  the  28th.  Evidence  indicated  that  more  supplies  will  be  found  along 
the  SAIGON  River  north  towards  Cambodia,  Total  losses  during  the  raid 
are  listed  in  Appendix  1 ,  VC  losses  during  the  operation  in  cost  of 
supplies  is  in  excess  of  23,000,000  piasters. 
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Appendix  1  (VC  Losses  on  the  Raid)  to  ANNEX  H  (Raid  Target) 


Personnel 


KIA  (BC)  -  11 

KIA  (Probable)  —  21 

VCC - -  1 

Arms  and  Munitions 

Small  Arms - -  5 

Crew  Served  — . -  2 

105nm  rds  — .  ■  2 

155ram  rds  — 2 

SA  Ammo - — 42 

Grenades  — ■ -  4 

Supplies 

Sampans  — - ■«—  10 

Tobacco  (gal)  — — *  30 

Tin  (sheets) -  5720 

Fuel  (gal) - 135 

Oil  (gal)  - ■  550 

Cooking  Utensils  —  8900 

Boat  Motors  - - 2 

Wax  (lbs) - —  500 

Bicycles  — - - 12 

Tires - 6 

Trailers  (3/4  ton)  -  1 

Oxcarts  ——————  2 

Thermos  Jugs  - -  15 


Food  Stuffs 

1506 

Salt  (tons) - — - 

25 

Dried  Fish  (tons) - — - 

17, 

Flour  (lbs)  - 

1350 

Sardines  (cans) - - — 

1000 

Tea  (lbs)  - 

300 

Nuoc  Mon  (gal)  - 

30 

Facilities 

Hospitals - - 

1 

Base  Camps  - 

7 

Boat  Building  Shop - — 

1 

Bicycle  Repair  Shop  — ■— • 

1 

Supplies 

Kerosene  Stoves  — - - 

20 

Tar  (gal)  - 

5 

Kerosene  (gal)  - 

1000 

Bailing  Vire  (spools)  — 

5 

Water  Pump  - 

1 

Gunpowder 

Medical  Supplies 

Tooth  Brushes 

Tooth  Paste 

Documents 
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ANNEX  I  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/lII 

Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols 

1  *  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols  were  utilized  to  search 
suspected  areas,  vie  LOC  NINH  for  VC  and  installations.  The  results 
of  their  missions  are  listed  below: 

a.  Team  /%  infiltrated  at  031900H  June  lc  XT  6185  and 
exfiltrated  at  041717  vie  XT  6288.  One  VC  was  si  ited  at  040800H  vie 
XT  8556%.  Contact  was  made  with  four  VC  at  0416  ^'H  and  a  fight 
developed.  The  patrol  took  evasive  action  and  requested  exfiltration. 
During  exfiltration  the  helicopters  were  fired  on  by  an  estimated  VC 
platoon.  Fire  teams  engaged  the  VC  with  unknown  results, 

b.  Team  #2  infiltrated  031855  June  vie  XT  58%.  At  041500H 
vie  XT  592939  one  VC  platoon  was  seen  moving  southwest.  The  VC  had 
one  81mm  mortar,  one  LMG,  and  individual  weapons.  An  airstrike  was 
placed  in  the  area  with  unknown  results.  At  051145H  the  team  was 
extracted  vie  XT  6090  and  received  fire  from  the  village  vie  XT  675915 
and  airstrikes  were  placed  on  the  target. 

c.  On  101857  June  Team  #5  infiltrated  vie  XT  5883.  From  1915H 
to  2130H  small  groups  totaling  100  men  were  seen  moving  west  vie  XT 
584827.  At  110925  the  team  was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  585835* 

d.  On  101859H  June  Team  #3  infiltrated  vie  XT  5786  and 
exfiltrated  at  111358H  vie  XT  57988C.  No  significant  sightings. 

2.  By  this  time  it  was  apparent  the  VC  were  withdrawing  in  small 
groups  to  the  west  towards  Cambodia  and  there  would  be  little  chance  of 
engaging  a  sizeable  force  in  this  jungle  area.  Operations  were  shifted 
to  the  MINH  THANH  area  in  an  attempt  to  locate  elements  of  the  272d 
Regiment  located  in  the  area.  Attempts  to  infiltrate  in  the  late  after¬ 
noon  of  12  June  were  hampered  by  poor  visibility  so  the  teams  were 
infiltrated  early  on  13  June. 

a.  At  130658H  June  Team  #1  was  infiltrated  vie  XT  7155. 

There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  VC  activity  in  the  area.  At  0920H 
the  team  was  surrounded  by  an  estimated  30  VC  and  requested  exfiltration. 
Air  strikes  were  called  in  on  the  VC  and  the  teams  extracted  at  1 31 000 
vie  XT  709549. 

b.  Team  #6  infiltrated  at  130650H  June  vie  XT  6656.  There  was 
evidence  of  considerable  VC  activity.  The  team  was  engaged  by  an  unknown 
number  of  VC,  one  team  member  was  killed  and  four  VC  were  killed  (BC). 

The  team  reauested  extraction  and  was  extracted,  minus  the  KHA,  at 
130915  vie  XT  663560.  An  air  strike  was  placed  on  the  VC  positions. 

c.  The  areas  in  a  and  b  above  were  unsuitable  for  LRRP  opera¬ 
tions.  Cover  and  concealment  are  sparse  and  the  terrain  is  open  in  many 
places.  Two  infantry  battalions  were  committed  into  the  area.  Several 
base  camps,  including  one  of  regimental  size,  were  found  in  the  area, 
however,  only  small  groups  of  VC  were  encountered  as  they  chose  to 
abandon  their  camps.  The  aerial  rifle  platoon  was  also  committed  where 
the  patrol  member  was  killed  and  his  body  was  recovered. 

3.  The  extent  of  VC  losses  as  a  result  of  IJtffcP  findings  cannot  be 
accurately  assessed.  Canopies  prevented  BDA  from  air  strikes  and  the  VC 
chose  to  flee  from  US  ground  forces  committed.  Any  VC  casualties  from 
air  were  carried  off  so  they  vould  not  be  found. 
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ANNEX  J  Conbat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
VC  Installations 


Base  Camps 

XT  405529 

XT  678560 

XT  725954 

XT  412533 

XT  678540 

XT  839965 

XT  415525 

XT  679540 

XU  266096 

XT  438513 

XT  682565 

xu  714017 

XT  485525 

XT  684987 

XU  746111 

IT  579937 

XT  689547 

YT  199989 

XT  579937 

XT  635662 

XT  690551 

YU  199046 

Defensive  Positions 

XT  453570 

XT  671549 

xu  710100 

XT  462568 

XT  757451 

xu  711015 

IT  465563 

XT  764726 

xu  722112 

XT  522570 

XT  768728 

XU  739067 

IT  557708 

XT  858912 

XU  743108 

XT  617690 

XT  863917 

XU  805125 

XT  63767'' 

xu  605033 

XU  646038 

YU  208048 

AA  Positions 

XT  752968 

Boat  Landing 

XT  462569 

XU  673247 

YU  190035 

Salt  Caches 

XT  443542 

xu  723015 

Rice  Caches 

XT  405510 

XT  431572 

XT  446550 

XT  411488 

XT  433513 

XT  455550 

XT  423543 

XT  440542 

IT  455530 

XT  432515 

XT  441500 

XT  689555 
YT  200993 

Supply  Bases 

XT  406512 

XT  443542 

XT  454555 

XT  431572 

XT  446550 

XT  455550 

XT  442536 

XT  448540 

» 

j' 
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ANNEX  K  Combat  Operation?  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
C1oe3  Air  Support  Sorties 

June  1966: 


DATE  TOTAL  SCRTIES  LZ  PREPARATION  INTERDICTION  SKY  SPOTS  IMMEDIATE 


2 

26 

24 

3 

33 

3 

26 

4 

43 

8 

33 

5 

39 

3 

33 

6 

31 

22 

7 

22 

3 

19 

8 

62 

3 

13 

9 

29 

27 

10 

30 

30 

11 

31 

3 

12 

12 

19 

3 

16 

13 

39 

16 

14 

35 

31 

15 

44 

42 

16 

40 

40 

17 

18 

18 

18 

53 

5 

48 

19 

34. 

31 

20 

38 

33 

21 

39 

2? 

22 

29 

23 

23 

50 

48 

24 

53 

4 

47 

25 

34 

3 

22 

26 

51 

2 

47 

27 

49 

3 

44 

28 

25 

25 

2 

4 

2 

3 

3  6 

3  43 

2 

16 

23 

4 
2 


3 

5 
12 

6 
2 
2 
9 
2 


/t? 
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ANNEX 

:  K  Combat  Operation! 

*  Aft*jr 

Action  Report. 

Operation  EL  PASO  Il/III 

Close  Air  t;uppc'  i 

•.  Sorties  (Con't) 

DATE 

TOTAL  SORTIES  LZ  PREPARATION  INTERDICTION  SKY  SPOTS 

IMMEDIATE 

29 

45 

3 

38 

4 

30 

88 

6 

4 

78 

July 

1966: 

1 

61 

11 

46 

4 

2 

44 

17 

6 

21 

3 

50 

42 

6 

2 

4 

40 

34 

6 

5 

45 

43 

2 

6 

34 

28 

6 

7 

44 

44 

8 

37 

7 

30 

9 

102 

8 

27 

67 

10 

62 

25 

14 

23 

11 

45 

39 

6 

12 

39 

33 

6 

13 

27 

27 

14 

32 

32 

15 

55 

45 

10 

16 

51 

51 

17 

72 

61 

9 

2 

18 

67 

63 

4 

19 

73 

73 

20 

62 

54 

2 

6 

21 

49 

49 

22 

45 

3 

32 

6 

4 

23 

64 

51 

8 

5 

24 

65 

53 

10 

2 

25  48  46 

26  42  42 
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ANNEX  K  Combat  OptrmUon*  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
Close  Air  Support  Sorties  (Con»t) 


DATE 

TOTAL  flORTTM 

LZ  PREPARATION 

INTERDICTION 

SKI  SPOTB 

I-HMEP3 

27 

40 

36 

4 

28 

96 

8 

70 

16 

2 

29 

74 

11 

23 

26 

14 

30 

8U 

75 

9 

31 

82 

61 

18 

3 

August  1966: 

1 

37 

17 

14 

6 

2 

65 

3 

52 

8 

2 

3 

70 

54 

16 

4 

55 

38 

14 

3 

5 

33 

25 

8 

6 

41 

33 

8 

7 

40 

36 

4 

8 

35 

11 

8 

16 

9 

JO 

22 

6 

2 

10 

27 

27 

11 

27 

21 

4 

2 

12 

13 

3 

10 

13 

43 

13 

11 

19 

14 

38 

7 

2 

29 

15 

10 

6 

4 

16 

30 

18 

10 

2 

17 

14 

14 

18 

31 

31 

19 

26 

22 

4 

20 

39 

12 

25 

2 

21 

18 

3 

13 

2 

22 

23 


23 

22 


13 

20 


r  '  f  ^ 
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ANNEX  K  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/III  ,  , 

CIOS'-4  Air  Support  Sorties  (Con’t)  /  /  / 

f 

DATE  TOTAL  SCRTIES  LZ  PREPARATION  INTERDICATION  SKY  SPOTS  IMMEDIATE 


24 

30 

30 

25 

75 

2 

41 

32 

26 

41 

24 

17 

27 

17 

13 

4 

28 

20 

20 

29 

21 

21 

30 

22 

22 

31 

35 

35 

September  1966: 

1 

26 

26 

2 

23 

20- 

2 

1 

3 

26 

.. 

_ 

■2 

Total 

3955 

130 

2995 

304 

526 

Total  Tonnage  (CAS)  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 

HE  - 

—  1581  Tons 

NAP - 

—  827  Tons 

CBU  — 

—  171  Tons 

Rockets 

—  13 22 
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ANNEX  L-1  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
VHF  Circuit  Diagram  EL  PASO  II 


ANNEX  L-2  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/lIX 
VHF  Circuit  Diagram,  EL  PASO  III 
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ANNEX  L-3  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/HI 
Telephone  Traffic  Diagram,  EL  PASO  H 
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ANNEX  M  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
List  of  Commanders 


1st  Infantry  Division 

MG  William  E.  DiPuy 

Division  Artillery 

COL  Marlin  W,  Camp 

1st  Brigade 

COL  Sidney  B.  terry 

2d  Brigade 

COL  Dewitt  C.  finith  Jr.  (4  Jul  -  14  Jul 
LTC  Herbert  McChrystal  (14  Jul  -  24  Jul 
L7C  Sam  S.  Walker 

3d  Brigade 

COL  William  D.  Brodbeck 

Support  Conmand 

COL  Freddie  Wt  Gramling 

1st  Bn,  2d  Inf 

LTC  Richard  Prillaman 

2d  Bn,  2d  Inf 

LTC  Jack  L*  Conn 

1st  Bn,  16th  Inf 

LTC  Lee  S,  Henry  (2  Jun  -  20  Jun) 

LTC  Rufus  G.  Lazzell  (20  Jun  -  9  Jul) 
LTC  George  M.  Wallace  III 

1st  Bn,  18th  Inf 

MAJ  John  C.  Bard  (2  Jun  -  14  Jul) 

LTC  Warner  S.  Goodwin 

2d  Bn,  18th  Inf 

LTC  Herbert  McChrystal  (2  Jun  -  20  Jul) 
LTC  Lewis  R.  Baumann 

1st  Bn,  28th  Inf 

LTC  Robert  Haldane  (2  Jun  -  1  Aug) 

LTC  Jack  G.  Whitted 

2d  Bn,  28th  Inf 

LTC  Kyle  W.  Bowie  (2  Jun  -  14  Jul) 

LTC  Thomas  H.  Jones  (14  Jul  -  11  Aug) 
LTC  Elmer  D.  Pendleton  Jr. 

1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 

LTC  Leonard  L.  Lewane 

1st  Engr  Bn 

LTC  Howard  L.  Sargent  (2  Jun  -  16  Jul) 
LTC  Joseph  M,  Kiernan  Jr. 

1st  Avn  Bn 

LTC  Harold  G.  Keebaugh  (2  Jun  -  14  Jun) 
MAJ  John  H.  Humphreys  (14  Jun  -  20  Jul) 
LTC  Oliva  B.  Butler 

121st  Sig  Bn 

LTC  Russel  R.  Curington 

1st  Bn,  5th  Arty 

LTC  David  C.  Rogers 

1st  Bn,  7th  Arty 

MAJ  Elmer  H.  Birdseye  (2  Jun  -  2  Jul) 
LTC  Carroll  S.  Meek 

8th  Bn,  6th  Arty 

LTC  John  R.  McGiffert 

2d  Bn,  33d  Arty 

LTC  Frank  R.  Tims  (2  Jun  -  15  Jul) 

LTC  James  R*  Koenig  (15  Jul  -  1  Aug) 

LTC  Charles  D.  Daniel 

2d  Bn,  13th  Arty 

LTC  Gerald  E.  Robinson 

11th  Combat  Avn  Bn 

LTC  Joseph  B.  Starker 
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COnPidEnTiai 

IIEAD^UARTERS 

1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  AETILLJft 
APO  US  Forces  96345 

AVD&-RA3  23  September  1966 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (U\ JV/nCS/J3/32) 


THTiU:  Conmand  Channels 


TO:  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  G3 

APO  US  Forces  96345 


1 1  (U)  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III  -  security,  search  and  destroy. 

2,  (U)  2  June  1 966  -  3  Sep  1966. 

3*  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION: 


a.  Artillery  Support 


1st  Inf  Div  Arty  Col.  Larlin  ’  .  Camp 

2/13  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Col.  Gerald  E.  Robinson 

DS  1st  Bde  (9  June-28  June)  with 
C/2/33  Arty  atchd  (9  June-28  June) 

D/1/5  Arty  atchd  (13  June-27  June) 

B/8/6  Arty  atchd  (10  June- 18  June)  w/fires 
controlled  by  Div  Arty 

2/33  Arty  (-)  Lt,  Col.  Frank  R»  Tims  (2 

Juno-15  July) 

DS  3d  Bde  (2  June-16  July)  with  Lt.  Col.  James  h.  Koenig 
C/2/13  Arty  atchd  (6  June-1 6  July)  (15  July-1 6  July) 

C/1/7  Arty  atchd  (8  June-27  June) 

B/1/5  Arty  atchd  (27  June-1 6  July) 

8/6  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Col.  John  n.  hcGiffert 

GS  (18  June-27  June) (6  July-17  July) 

DS  2/18  Inf  (27  June-6  July)  with 
C/l/7  Arty  atchd  (27  June-8  July)  with 
B/1/5  Arty  (-)  (3-how)  atchd  (1  July- 
2  July) 

A/2/33  Arty  atchd  (30  June-4  July) 

1/LHAA  (17  July-21  Aug) 

D/8/6  Arty  atchd  (27  June-3  Sep) 

B/8/6  Arty  atchd  (9  June-3  Sep) 


1/5  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Cel.  David  C.  Rogers 

DS  let  Bde  (6  July-16  July)  with 
A/i/5  Arty  atchd  (6  July-11  July) 

A/2/33  Arty  atchd  (6  July-11  July) 

C/l/7  Arty  atchd  (8  July-12  July) 

B/l/7  Arty  atchd  (13  July-16  July) 
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23  September  1966 

Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (iLC  %y.iGC/J3/32) 

1/7  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Col.  Carroll  3.  Neek 

DS  2d  Bdo  (17  July-16  Aug)  with 
3/1/7  Arty  atchd  (17  July-20  Aug) 

A/i/5  Arty  atchd  (17  July-16  Aug) 

B/2/33  Arty  atchd  (17  July-1  Aug) 

b.  Deployment:  Artillery  support  was  provided  by  assigning 
105mn  Gns  in  direct  support  of  the  Brigades.  These  rrtilleiy  battalions 
varied  in  size  from  two  to  four  batteries.  For  certain  special  operations 
a  Battalion  (-)  or  one  battery  was  attached  to  a  single  infantry  batta¬ 
lion,  The  deployment  and  fires  of  the  direct  support  artillery  units  were 
controlled  by  the  supported  unit  (for  detaixs  see  appropriate  Brigade 
reports).  General  support  and  reinforcing  artillery  was  provided  by  155mm 
and  8  inch  howitzers  from  the  8/6  Arty.  The  GS  and  GS,.  artillery  batteries 
wore  positioned  at  various  times  in  the  AN  LOG  -  QUA;  LOI  -  CHON  THANH 
base  camn  areas,  or,  for  special  one  or  two  day  operations,  moved  tc  for¬ 
ward  field  positions  to  provide  support;  such  as  from  7-11  July  when  the 
3/6  Arty  was  located  at  “artillery  position  1“  and  fired  in  support  of 

1st  Bde  convoy  ambushed  on  9  July.  The  GS  artillery  fires  wore  controlled 
by  the  forward  element  of  Division  Artillery,  For  so:  e  special  operations 
the  3/6  Arty  was  assigned  a  direct  support  mission. 

c.  Fire  Support  Coordination:  Boundaries  between  AO's  were 
established  as  fire  coordination  linos.  The  Div  Arty  Fire  Support  element 
moved  forward  and  was  co-located  with  the  Division  TOC. 

d.  Army  Aviation  Support:  Division  Artillery  Aviation  Section, 

augmented  with  one  0-1 F  aircraft  from  the  74th  Aviation  Compare,  provided 
aerial  observation  over  convoys  and  Brigade  areas  of  operation  during  day¬ 
light  hours.  Radio  relay,  artillery  adjustment,  recon  and  command  liaiaon 
were  performed  as  required.  The  aircraft  were  maintained  and  operated  from 
Division  Artillery  field  locations.  Aircraft  requiring  major  repair  or 
intermediate  maintenance  and  inspection  were  replaced  with  aircraft  avail¬ 
able  at  the  PHU  LOI  base  camp.  Total  hours  flown  on  operation  LL  PASO 
II/I1I  are  as  follows: 

OH-13  's  1008  hrs 

0-1 F  151  hrs 

Total  1159  hrs 

e.  Artillery  T  arning  to  Aircraft:  Art  tilery /mortar  advisory 

was  provided  by  each  Brigade  in  their  respective  areas  of  operation.  Each 
direct  support  battalion  provided  information  to  the  Brigade  advisory 
center.  Advisory  information  for  the  QUAN  LOI  and  AN  LOC  area  was  provided 
by  tho  air  traffic  controllers  from  the  1st  Avn  Bn,  This  headquarters 
controlled  all  artillery  in  the  QUAN  LOI /AN  LOC  area  and  forwarded  the 
advisory  information  to  the  air  traffic  controller.  The  system  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  adequate. 

f.  Artillery  LNO's  and  FO's:  Direct  support  artillery  batta¬ 

lions  provided  LNO's  and  FO's  to  the  supported,  unit.  8/6th  Arty  and  Div 
Arty  provided  LNO's  to  ARVN. 

g.  Div  Arty  Base  Organization  and  Security:  CO  HiiB  Div  Arty 
was  responsible  for  organization  of  the  Div  Arty  base  and  coordination  of 
security  with  the  2d  Bn,  13th  Infantry  while  in  the  forward  base  areas. 
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COMHOeNTl/H  23  &pla.bor  1966 

Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (iIA CV/LCS/J3/32) 


h.  Metro:  Electronic  mot  messages  were  roceived  from  the  Div 
Arty  mot  section  at  PHD  LOI  (until  it  became  inoperable)  mid  from  PHUoC 
VIMH  and  CU  CHI,  A  visual  flight  team  was  available  in  the  „UAN  LOI  area. 
This  team  corrected  the  electronic  met  messages  witn  actual  vlnd  data  at 
OUAN  LOI.  This  correction  was  not  always  accomplished  due  to  the  weather 
limitations  on  visual  met  observations.  However,  in  most  cases,  the 
electronic  .met  proved  very  satisfactory. 


i.  Control  and  •Clearances  of  Fires:  Div  Arty  and  each  direct 
support  Bn  cleared  fires  with  the  ARVN  headquarters  nearest  their  loca¬ 
tions  for  their  responsible  units.  Bde  and  Bn  AO's  were  cleared  as  free 
fire  areas  prior  to  conduct  of  an  operation. 


j.  Artillery  Preparation  Fires  on  LZ's:  Preparations  were 
planned  and  executed  by  direct  support  battalions  and  reinforced  on-call 
by  general  support  artillery.  Units  conducted  registrations  or  fired 
check  rounds  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ*o  prior  to  firing  preparations. 

4.  (U)  EXECUTION:  For  narrative  summary  of  operations  see  appropriate 
Brigade  reports, 

5.  (U)  Breakout  of  ammunition  expenditures  and  artillery  inis sions  are 
included  in  Brigade  reports.  The  8/6  Arty  while  in  a  GS  role  fired  14,2J0 
rounds  HE,  344  rounds  **P  and  284  rounds  Ilium  of  155nro  and  9,449  rounds 

of  8  inch  during  4,282  missions,  (8?  re  gist  rat  ions,  3,080  H&I,  371  anti¬ 
personnel,*  270  anti-equipment  and  474  others). 

6.  (C)  ADMI NISTRATION : 


a.  Participating  Strength: 


Start  of  Operation 

End  of  Operation 

Casualties 

Div  Arty  (-) 

60 

100 

1  WIA 

8/6th  Arty  (-) 

299 

264 

0 

2/33d  Arty  (-) 

249 

249 

0 

2/1 3th  Arty  (-) 

318 

316 

2  \Ok 

l/5th  Arty  (-) 

289 

278 

0 

l/7th  Arty  (-) 

220 

214 

0 

b.  Awards  and  Decorations:  Div  Arty  personnel  received  177 
awards  and  decorations  for  actions  during  EL  PASO  II/III. 

7.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE/CIVIL  AFFAIRS: 

a.  Intelligence  and  Civil  Affairs:  1st  Infantry  Division  G2 
and  Brigade  S2's  provided  the  intelligence  support  before  and  during  the 
operation,  A  great  deal  of  low  level  intelligence  information  was  received 
from  the  Special  Forces  camps  at  AN  LOC,  LOG  NINil  and  SONG  BE  and  also 
some  ARVN  authorities  at  sector  and  village  level. 

b.  Surveillance:  Electronic  surveillance  equipment  was  not 
employed  by  Div  Arty.  Red  Haze  and  SLAR  flights  provided  targets  which 
were  fired  on  by  artillery.  Surveillance  of  target  areas  and  suspect 
locations  v/as  accomplished  by  aerial  observers  during  times  of  good 
visibility. 
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AVDB-RA3  23  September  1966 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/uCS/J3/32) 

8,  (C)  LOGISTICS  AND  SUrPLJ: 

a.  General:  Logistical  support  of  the  artillery  elements  during 
the  operation  (particularly  during  Eli  PASO  II)  was  complicated  by  frequent 
cros3  attachment  of  batteries,  both  divisional  and  no n-di visional,  from 
their  parent  battalion  to  other  battalions  and  by  attachment  to  infantry 
element  a.  The  frequent  movement  and  change  in  assignment  resulted  in 
delays  and  misrouting  of  some  supplies.  This  adverse  condition  was  par¬ 
tially  compensated  for  by  having  all  artillery  trains  elements  operate 
from  LAI  KHE  and  coordinate  closely  and  directly  on  logistical  support. 

The  Div  Arty  S4  section  acted  as  a  clearing  house  and  radio  relc'y  station 
in  an  effort  to  keep  parts  and  supplies  moving  to  the  proper  battery, 

b.  Aranunition  was  supplied  by  a  combination  of  means,  fhe 
basic  requirement  was  fulfilled  by  Air  Force  C-123  or  C-130  lift  from 
BIEN  HOA  to  drhe  airstrip  closest  to  each  battery  position.  The  ammunition 
was  then  shuttled  to  the  battery  by  vehicle  or  helicopter.  This  system 
was  supplemented  by  a  large  initial  overland  movement  of  ammunition  from 
LONG  BINH  to  CHON  THANH  when  the  GS  battalion  was  committed.  On  two 
occasions  ammunition  was  lifted  from  base  stocks  at  LAI  KHE  directly  to 
battery  positions.  This  base  stock  was  subsequently  replaced  by  Air  Force 
lift  from  BIEN  HOA.  Movement  of  ammunitions  to  and  from  the  LZfs  by  heli¬ 
copter  became  more  effective  and  less  time  consuming  as  A  22  containers 
and  slings  became  available.  At  the  close  of  EL  PASO  II,  the  Div  Arty 
S-4  could  move  1000  rounds  of  prepackaged  ammunition  to  any  position 
within  one  hour. 

c.  Other  supplies:  The  operation  of  a  single  logistical  base 
and  the  responsiveness  of  the  S&T  element  there  resulted  in  excellent 
support  of  the  forward  elements.  The  only  problem  concerning  these  sup¬ 
plies  was  caused  by  the  frequent  movement  and  cross  attachment  as  dis¬ 
cussed  above, 

d.  Maintenance:  Company  C,  701st  Maintenance  Battalion  provided 
outstanding  direct  support  maintenance  and  beck-up  organizational  main¬ 
tenance  for  the  forward  elements, 

e.  Medical:  Medical  support  of  artillery  units  was  provided  by 
organic  medical  sections.  Medical  evacuation  was  to  the  nearest  clearing 
location  or  to  a  specific  medical  facility  in  special  cases.  Non-emergencj 
cases  were  evacuated  routinely  by  resupply  aircraft. 

f.  Transportation:  Sufficient  ground  transportation  means  were 
introduced  into  the  operational  area  to  satisfy  artillery  requirements 
and,  to  a  large  extent,  fulfill  the  short  haul  requirements  of  various 
infantry  and  support  elements.  Aerial  resupply  worked  well  despite  bad 
weather  and  soft  airstrips. 

g.  Suumary:  Logistical  support  ot  uho  1st  Infantry  Division 
Artillery  in  this  rapidly  moving  operation  was  adequate, 

9.  (C)  COMITJNI  CATIONS:  The  KC-292  antenna  was  elevated  an  additional 
24  feet  by  using  a  mast  kit  (AB  235/C)  and  stakes  (GP-2).  This  helped 
overcome  the  effect  of  heavy  vegatation .and  dampness  and  provided  a  good 
readable  signal  to  about  50  miles.  A  system  of  mounting  radios  in  the 

CF  tent  without  the  use  of  remotes  was  employed  and  proved  very  effective. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

23  September  1966 

Combat  Operations  After  Action  Koport  (I*ACV/uC£‘/J3/32) 

KEDICALr 

a.  Outpatient:  During  the  operation  of  the  Div  Arty  medical 
aid  section  in  the  forward  area  from  9  June  to  26  July  a  total  of  2  2 
patients  were  treated  ns  follows: 

(1)  uni  57 

(2)  Skin  disease  .  34 

(3)  Gaetro  Intestinal  14 

(4)  TO  5 

5)  Possible  malaria  1 

6 )  Insect  bite  3 

(7)  Injuries  61 

(8)  Other  20 

(9)  Vietnamese  Nationals  7 

Of  the  injuries,  there  were  only  five  that  wero  1  .jurecl  from  hostile 
actions. 

b.  Field  Sanitation:  Sanitation  and  ness  facilities  were 
generally  adequate  but  required  constant  attention. 

11.  (C)  CONCLUSIONS  AM)  LESSONS  LEARNED: 

a.  Conclusion:  .Artillery  adequately  and  continuously  supported 
the  operation, 

b.  Lessons  Learned: 

(1)  Combined  artillery-air  operations  can  be  conducted 
simultaneously  in  the  same4  area.  Detailed  pre-planning  to  include  the 
establishment  of  safe  air  corridors  allowed  the  continuation  of  artillery 
preparations  during  airmobile  operations.  The  establishment  of  fire  coor¬ 
dination  lines  with  artillery  employed  on  one  side  and  air  on  the  other 
enhanced  this  continuous  fire  support  capability. 

(2)  Infantry  and  armored  cavalry  platoon  sergeants  and 
platoon  leaders  must  be  thoroughly  trained  in  artillery  adjustment  and 
observer  procedure.  This  is  essential  so  that  they  can  call  for  artillery 
fires  when  their  assigned  artillery  forward  observer  is  wounded  or  out 

of  action. 
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10.  (C) 


(3)  Use  of  airborne  artillery  observers  proved  effective. 
They  were  able  to  rapidly  report  ground  activity  not  detectable  by  per¬ 
sonnel  on  the  ground  and  provided  accurate  and  timely  observed  artillery 
support  to  the  ground  gaining  arms. 
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AVDB-RA3  ^3  September  1</66 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (1LvjV/kCS/J3/32) 

(O  Habitual  association  of  units  should  be  maintained 
in  the  interest  of  unity  of  effort  and  timely  response  to  orders.  Only 
in  cases  of  tactical  necessity  should  batteries  be  attached  to  >ther 
than  their  parent  unit. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


/s/Thonas  M,  Bowes 
/t/THOMAS  14.  B0V!KS 
Major.  Artillery 
Adjutant 


DISTRIBUTION: 

1st  Inf  Div  (03)  ••  25 
23d  Arty  Gp  -  6 
1/5  Arty  -  5 
8/6  Arty  -  6 
1/7  Arty  -  5 
2/33  Arty  -  5 


"A  THUE  COPY" 


Major,  Artillery 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  3D  BRIGADE 
let  Infantry  Division 
AK>  San  Francisco  963b? 


AVTB-WB-C  12  October  1966 

SUBJECT  1  Canbat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACVACS/J3/32) 


THRU  i  Commanding  Oeneral 

let  Infantry  Division 
AFO  US  Forces  963^5 


TO*  Comander 

US  Military  Assistance  Command,  Vietnam 

ATTN*  J321 

APO  US  Forces  96213 


1*  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION*  Operation  •DANBURY*’,  search  and 
destroy# 

2#  DATES  CF  OPERATION:  150630  September  1966  to  ZlllUS  September 

1966. 


3#  OENERAL*  Command  Headquarters  -  3d  Brigade.  1st  Infantry  Di¬ 
vision  OPGRD  17-66  (Operation  ATLANTIC  CfTl)  dated  II4I2OO  September 
196 6.  Na.ie  of  operation  changed  by  1st  Infantry  Division  to  "Danbury" 
on  161758  September  1966*  Operation  conducted  in  Binh  Duong  Province 
with  center  of  mass  vie  XT6536#  The  plan  was  to  conduct  battalion, 
company  and  platoon  size  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  area  em¬ 
ploying  the  cl  overleaf  technique# 

a#  Reporting  Officer*  Colonel  Sidney  M.  Marks 

b#  Task  Organization* 

Headquarters  3d  Brigade,  Colonel  Sidney  M.  Marks,  CO 
l/2“Ihfantry,  Lt  Colonel  Richard  L#  Prillaman,  CO 
V16  Infantry,  Lt  Colonel  George  M.  Wallace  II,  CO 
2A6  Infantry,  Lt  Colonel,  William  S#  Hathaway,  CO 
2/28  Infantry,  Lt  Colonel  Elmer  D*  Pendleton,  CO 
2/33  Artillery,  Lt  Colonel  Charles  D#  Daniel,  CO 

li.  INTELLIGENCE  * 

a#  Unidentified  VC  units  had  been  reported  east  of  the  Dau 
TIeng  aroa  (XTb90b70)  by  Red  Hazo,  SLAR,  VR,  and  0-2#  The  activities 
of  these  unite  extpnded  into  the  western  portion  of  the  3d  Brigade  TAOR 
Aircraft  had  been  fired  on  in  the  Long  Nguyent  area  In  the  western  por¬ 
tions  of  the  TAOR#  Numerous  supply  installations,  base  camps,  and  for¬ 
tified  positions  had  been  previously  located  in  the  area#  It  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  more  installations  than  those  discovered  existed  in  the 
area# 


b#  area  of  operations  was  discovered  to  be  a  confirmed  VC 
logistical  base  area#  As  friendly  troops  proceeded  through  the  area, 
the  VC  withdrew  as  rapidly  as  possible#  Most  of  the  base  camp  areas 
had  been  recently  occupied  by  VC#  It  was  obvious  that  the  VC  were 
either  unprepared  or  unwilling  to  defend.  Friendly  troops  encountered 
isolated  snipers  throughout  the  operation,  but  this  was  not  part  of  a 
coordinated  defense  plan,  just  a  token  resistance  offered  by  rear  area 
caretaker  personnel#  In  addition  to  the  sniper  fire,  many  booby  traps 
were  discovered  covering  the  entire  area#  Civilians  questioned  during 
the,.  operation  stated  that  the  VC  would  not  allow  them  to  enter  certain 
jungle  areas  due  to  the  presence  of  mines  end  booby  traps#  Numerous 
captuted  documents  promise  the  possibility  of  establishing  the  presence 
of  previously  identified  VC  units  through  letter  box  numberi#  All  in¬ 
dications  point  to  the  presence  of  only  VC  logistical  units. 
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o.  Terrain  In  the  ana  of  operation  vaa  flat  to  gently  rolling  with 
a  gradual  elope  to  the  eaat  toward  a  mArehy  area  running  northsouth*  Vegetation 
was  moatly  donao  jungle  with  the  open  areas  covered  with  elephant  grafts  or  water. 

The  only  obstacle  in  the  area  waa  the  Rach  Thi  Tinh  stream  which  generally  bound¬ 
ed  the  operational  area  on  the  oast*  The  dense  Jungle  afforded  excellent  cover 
and  concealment  for  moat  of  the  installations  and  supplies  that  were  found*  In 
areas  where  rubber  trees  were  loentod,  however,  the  defoliation  conducted  approx¬ 
imately  one  month  before  had  left  the  area  completely  devoid  of  all  vegetation 
and  at  least  one  cache  was  found  from  the  air  as  a  direct  result  of  this, weather 
during  the  operation  was  typiciil  of  the  monsoon  soason  with  hot  humid  days,  cool 
nights,  and  at  least  one  heavy  rainshower  every  day#  usually  in  the  afternoon* 

d.  Quite  a  few  1*  man  bunkers  w  ro  found  throughout  the  area*  They  were 
approximately  U  to  5  f«et  below  the  ground  with  1  to  2  feet  above  the  ground  well 
comofl&gad  with  dirt  and  grass*  The  entrances  were  either  open  doors  leading 
right  into  the  bunks*  or  small  tunnsls  that  led  into  the  bunker*  There  were 
also  several  small  tunnels  that  would  hold  3  to  1*  people*  Most  of  the  fortifl- 
oatlono  were  atriotly  for  promotion  and  few  of  them  could  be  considered  ac 
fighting  positions*  The  Division  "Tunnel  Rats"  were  colled  to  explore  one  group 
of  bunkers  and  tunnels  but  found  only  one  email  {4  man  bunker  and  6  small  tunnels 
about  6  feet  long*  They  were  destroyed  by  an  engineer  demolitions  team  with 
cratering  chargee* 

a*  Civilians  found  in  the  area  of  operation  were  women,  children  and 
old  men.  They  displayed  no  active  hostility  toward  the  US  troops  and  gave  no 
major  resietonce  to  be  relocated  to  the  refugee  village  at  Ben  Ctt.  Very  little 
information  was  received  form  them  except  that  the  VC  would  not  let  them  go  In 
certain  parts  of  tho  woods* 

5*  ICSSIOJJi  3d  Brigade  conducts  search  and  destroy  operations  in  assigned 
areas  of  operivcloh  to  kill  VC  and  destroy  VC  installations  and  supplies, 

6*  CCN'UPT  OF  OPERATION  1  The  concept  of  operations  was  to  airlift  "A" 

Company  27?£  Inf  to  vie  £1722351  as  socurity  for  2/33  Arty  (-)  and  B  1/5  Arty 
who  wore  avr lifted  to  vie  XT7223&  cn  15  September  1966  to  play  a  direct  support 
role  in  tfc;  operation*  Ch  16  September  1966  "  Inf  with  3  demolitions  teams 
from"D"  1st  khgr  and  2/28  Inf  with  2  domoli^c  jams  from  "D"  1st  Engr  wore  to 

conduct  airmobile  assaults  into  the  area  of  operations,  establish  battalion  bases 
and  conduct  Company  si»o  patrols  around  the  area#  Cn  18,  19,  and  20  September 
1966  the  battalions  wer  to  continue  the  same,  but  slowly  moving  ti  the  southeast* 

7*  EXECUTION!  The  Operations  Order,  OPORD  17-66#  under  th*  name  of 
"ATLlNTld  cni^,  was  issued  to  tho  participating  unit*  at  1200  hours  cn  lib 
September  1966* 

Cn  15  September  1966#  the  operation  was  initiated  when#  at,  0830  hr*  „ 

A  2/16  Ihf  was  airli/ted  to  an  artillery  base  vie  XT7223&  and  secured  the  base 
by  0920  hr*  for  the  movement  of  the  2/33d  Arty  (-)*  At  0930  hrs  the  2/33  Arty 
(-)  and  B  1/5  Arty  began  air  movement  to  the  arty  base  closing  at  1525  hrs* 

On  16  September  19 66  an  artillery  and  air  preparation  was  begun  at  10ii3 
hours  cn  LZC  vie  XT661382*  At  1050  hours  the  2/28  Ihf  began  an  airmobile  assault 
on  LZC  vie  XT661382*  The  2/28  closed  the  LZ  at  1102  hrs,  C  2/28  Inf  started  StP 
oporations  to  the  west  toward  objective  "D"  vie  XT652386  and  the  2/28  (-)  moved 

v.st  toward  objective  "I"  vio  XT653302*  At  1200  hrs  an  artillery  and  air  pre¬ 
paration  was  begun  on  LZ3  vie  XT620389*  At  1221*  hrs  the  1/16  Inf  began  an  air¬ 
mobile  assault  cn  the  LZB  vie  XT628389  closing  at  1310  hrs*  Upon  closing, LZB, 

tho  1/16  Inf  began  S&D  operations  to  the  east.  At  1300  hrs  A  2/28  Inf  located 
and  destroyed  2  105rm  howitaer.  rounds#  5000  lbs  salt#  gasoline,  clothing,  bi* 
cyclos,  and  several  bunkers  vie  XT652382,  At  1}U0  hrs  A  2/28  Inf  received  3 
rounds  of  sniper  fire  from  XT651301  with  o  casualties.  The  flro  was  returned 
with  unknown  results#  At  11*21  hrs  0  1A6  Inf  located  and  destroyed  an  old  base 
camp  at  XT632390  consisting  of  several  foxholes,  bunkers,  and  some  bicycles*  At 
11*30  hrs  A  2/28  Inf  received  1*  more  rounds  of  sniper  fire  vie  XI  6^1381  resulting 
in  2  US  WIA*  Fire  waa  returned  again  with  unknown  results#  At  M*  5  hrs  C  1/16  * 

Inf  discovered  an  extensive  mine  field  vie  XT635391  marked  with  a  mv,ly  painted 
sign.  The  minefield  was  bypassed*  At  1500  hrs  the  1/16  Ihf  Dattai’.a* 
found  &  bicycle  vie  XT629390  and  it  was  destroyed.  At  1525  hrs  B  1/16  Inf  re¬ 
ceived  5  rounds  of  sniper  fire  vie  XT6303G6  with  no  casualties#  Artillery  was 
called  in  with  unknown  results*  At  1530  hrs  C  2/28  Inf  located  and  destroyed 
Vic  XT655388  5000  lb  cement,  3  cubic  yards  of  gravel#  105  steel  pickets,  and  1 
pull  type  hand  grenades#  At  1550  hrs  A  2/28  Inf  located  a  large  caohe  of  rioe 
vie  XT61*9379*  Preparations  were  started  to  extract  this  rice  on  17  September 
1966,  The  1/16  Inf  closed  into  its  RON  position  vie  XT637309  at  1600  hrs. 
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and  the  2/28  closed  Its  RCN  position  vie  XT652383  st  1615  hre.  At  1620  hrs 
C  1/1 6  Inf  located  several  bicycles  and  a  bag  of  documents  vie  XT639390*  The 
bicycles  were  destroyed  and  the  documents  animate d«  At  1720  hrs  C  1/16  Inf 
received  several  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  vio  11638309#  Fire  was  returned 
with  artillery  and  60nm  mortar.  One  of  the  nortar  rounds  fell  short  result¬ 
ing  In  one  US  WIA*  At  1758  hrs  the  name  of  the  operation  was  changed  to 
"EANBURT".  On  17  September  1966  at  0730  hrs  C  1/16  Inf  began  movement  toward 
objective  "I*  vio  XT6i*l*38h.  At  0600  hrs  a  platoon  from  D  1st  Engr  was  air¬ 
lifted  to  AO  and  began  clearing  an  LZ  vie  XT  61*9379  to  land  CHli7,s  for  the 
extraction  of  the  rioe  found  by  A  2/28  Inf  at  161550  September  1966*  At 
09 X  hrs  the  1/16  Inf  (-)  started  moving  toward  objective  "X"  vie  XT61i*301*. 

At  1000  hrs  B  1/16  Inf  received  small  arms  and  fc-79  fire  vio  XT6U1387  re¬ 
sulting  in  6  US  VIA.  Ths  fire  was  rotu  mad  with  one  (1)  VC  KIA  (BC), 
fttwninatlon  of  the  VC  body  resulted  In  the  capture  of  2  Chinese  claymore 
min  a#  and  one  type  50#  FPSH  U1  submachine  gun  which  were  evacuated.  At 
1200  hrs  1/16  Inf  (-)  joined  C  3/16  Inf  at  XT61*738l*#  At  1300  hr*  A  1/16 
I hf  moved  toward  XT61*9379#  B  1/16  Inf  began  SAD  operations  to  the  north* 
east*  At  1332  hrs  2/28  Inf  started  movement  to  the  southeast  toward  their 
RCtJ  position  vie  XT663373#  At  131*0  hrs  extraction  was  begun  on  the  rice 
f ound  ty  A  2/28  Inf.  A  total  of  317  100  lb  bags  of  rice  were  extracted  by 
CH47  to  Ben  Cat.  At  U*15  hrs  A  2/28  Inf  suffered  one  US  VIA  by  a  booby 
trapped  grenado  vie  XT6J5360.  At  11*25  hrs  C  1/16  Inf  discovered  another 
minefield  running  from  D618387  to  XT655392.  This  minefield  was  also  by¬ 
passed.  At  UJi5  hrs  C  1/16  Inf  located  and  destroyed  a  hut  with  several 
ponchos,  gas  ems  and  rice  bags.  At  1515  hrs  an  aircraft  flying  over  the 
A0  received  fire  and  an  airstriko  was  called  in  vie  XT61Q375#  The  results 
of  the  nirstr'ke  vers  2  VC  KBA  (BC)  and  1  VC  WBA  (BC).  At  151*5  hrs  B  1/16 
inf  destroy-  300C  lbs  of  salt  vio  Xl6i*7388*  At  151*7  hrs  A  1/16  Inf  re¬ 
ceived  efi'.v’u  1  rounds  of  sniper  fire  vie  IT650383  resulting  in  1  US  KIA. 

Fire  Mm  returre  with  ujikrcwn  results.  At  1607  hrs  C  1/16  Inf  located  a 
large  who  ,  f  rice  **  c  XV660393  along  with  sow  small  arms  amo  andbi- 
cycUs*  t-iorr  were  started  to  evacuate  all  of  this  on  18  Septunber 

1  The  2/;j  Inf  rioeod  into  its  RCN  position  vie  XT663373  at  1625  hrs 
L'u\  1/16  Inf  (  )  cl~.?ed  its  RCN  vio  3CT65038I*.  C  1/16  Inf  RON  with  rice 
cac  *3  vie  XT660393#  At  1630  hrs  an  aircraft  flying  over  AO  vie  XT67335L 
received  fitv.  Ai.  r.  rs trike  at  this  location  resulted  in  2  VC  KBA  (Poss)i 
At  i050  houra  tho  1/16  Ihf  (-)  received  small  arms  firo  and  1*0  rifle 
grenades  vie  X"c503flJ*.  Artillery  was  fired  into  the  ares  with  unknown 
results.  On  l'»  September  1966  at  0610  hrs  3  rounds  of  105m  fired  by 
B  1/5  Arty  fell  short  in  the  B  1/16  area  vio  XI650381*  resulting  in  3  US 

VIA.  At  0730  hrs  0  3/16  Inf  apprehended  13  women  and  children  vio 

H657395  end  they  were  evacuated  to  Ben  Cat.  Also  at  0730  hrs  the  recon 
clamant  of  1/16  Inf  fomd  and  e  vacua  tod  a  small  metal  box  of  small  arms 
•mo  vio  XT650381*.  At  0600  hrs  ths  2/28  Inf  sent  out  patrols  around  their 

R®  position  with  B  and  C  c  ’flgwiniea  going  southwest.  A  platoon  frost  A  com¬ 

ply  going  south  and  the  reoon  platoon  going  north#  At  0601  hrs  a  platoon 
from  D  Co  1st  Engr  landed  vie  XT 66 '3 93  *id  bogan  enlarging  the  LZ  for  CH2*7's 
to  extract  the  rioe  found  by  C  l/lb  Ihf  at  171607  September  19 66.  The  LZ 


was  collet*  and  extraotlon  began  at  0900  hrs.  The  extraotlonwa*  completed 
at  1315  hrs  with  172  100  lb  bags  of  rice  taken  to  Ben  Cat#  At  0927  hrs  A  2/28 
apprehended  11*  women  and  children  Vic  XT66736I*.  They  were  evacuated  and  their 
homes,  livestock,  and  foodstuff  were  destroyed.  At  1012  hrs  mi  aircraft  fly¬ 
ing  over  the  AO  vio  XT613378  reoeivodfiro.  An  airs  trike  in  the  ares  resulted 
in  2  VC  KBA  (post)#  At  1015  hrs  B  1/36  Inf  located  what  was  thought  to  be  a 
large  tunnel  snd  bunker  complex  vio  XT6533 86.  The  Division  Chemical  "Tunnel 
and  engineer  demo  teams  were  called  to  investigate.  By  ll*i*o  hr*  <n 
investigation  of  the  complex  disclosed  nothing  significant  and  they  were  de¬ 
stroyed.  At  10t*5  hrs  the  recon  platoon  of  the  2/28  Inf  Iscovered  a  large 
cache  of  rioe  vio  rr657377  and  plans  were  made  to  extract  it  to  Bon  Cat.  At 
111*9  hrs  B  2/28  received  1  US  VIA  from  a  booby  trapped  grenade  vie  XT 66 0376. 

At  1220  hrs  the  1/16  Inf  reooived  several  rounds  of  sniper  fire  «t  tho  battalion 
CP  vie  IT650363  resulting  in  2  US  VIA.  Fire  was  returned  with  unsown  results. 
At  1235  hrs  the  platoon  of  engineers  moved  to  vie  XT657377  to  extract  the  rioe 
found  fay  the  recon  element  of  the  2/28  Inf  on  lS10t*5  September  1966.  A  total 
of  229  loo  lb  bags  were  extracted  to  Ben  Cot  prior  to  darkness.  aD  1520  hrs 
the  1/16  Ihf  fa)  moved  to  Join  C  1/16  Inf  vie  XT66Q393  to  RCN.  Ad  1600  hrs 
0  1/16  Inf  located  and  destroyed, vie  XT657396,  13  huts,  9  water  buffalo,  5 
hors, and  8  chickens.  At  1607  hrs  C  2/28  Inf  located  a  large  cache  of  rice  vie 
XT659377  and  13  women  and  children#  The  woman  and  children  were  evacuated 
end  plans  were  made  to  extract  the  rice  on  19  September  1966# 
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At  1800  hours,  the  2/28  Inf  closed  Into  its  HON  position  vie  XT66138O. 

At  2230  hours,  a  claymoro  mino  was  detonated  on  the  1A6  Inf  perimeter 
vio  XT65939U  rooulting  in  one  (1)  US  KIA  fran  A  1/L6  Inf  and  three  (3) 

US  V/IA  from  B  1/16  Inf. 

Ch  19  September  1966,  at  0730  hours,  both  battalions  sent  patrols 
out  fran  their  RON  positions.  A  1/16  Inf  went  west  and  B  1/16  went 
northwost  while  G  1/16  Inf  maintained  the  battalions  perimeter  vie  XT660393* 
D  2/28  Inf  wont  south  and  C  2/28  wont  west  while  A  2/28  maintained  the 
battalion  perimeter  and  secured  the  rice  cache  vie  XT659377.  At  0630 
hours,  A  1/16  Inf  discovered  and  destroyed  a  hut  with  tunnels,  various 
pieces  of  clothing,  a  booby  trapped  CBU  bomblet,  and  some  miscellaneous 
equipment  at  XT 6 5 03 93 •  At  1000  hours,  A  1/16  Inf  destroyed  10001b  of 
rice  vie  XT65639U*  At  1005  hours,  B  1/16  Inf  destroyed  a  hut  with  200 
lbs  of  rice,  12  rico  bags,  3  ponchos,  and  some  cookware  vie  XT6173U5# 

At  1038  hours,  D  1/16  Inf  was  hit  with  two  (2)  claymore  mines  vie  XT6U3395 
resulting  in  one  (l)  US  KIA  and  6  US  WIA.  At  1130  hours,  a  platoon  from 
D  company  1st  Ehgr  began  extraction  of  rice  cache  vie  XT659377  found  by 
C  2/28  Inf  at  181607  Sep  66.  By  1130  hours,  239  loolb  bags  had  been  e:> 
tracted  to  Bon  Cat  and  Lai  Khe,  and  an  additional  five  (5)  tons  of  loose 
rise  was  scattered.  At  1200  hours,  the  3d  Brigade  C.O*  issued  orders  to 
the  1/16  Ihf  to  conduct  an  airmobile  assault  vie  XT68U3Uj  at  1500  hours. 

At  1217  hours  A  1A6  Inf  destroyed  1000  lbs  of  rice  vie  XT655397.  At 
1305  hours,  B  lA6  Inf  destroyed  a  classroom  and  workshop  vie  XT618397 
with  artillery  and  demolitions.  At  1H3  hours,  artilleru  preparation 
of  L2  vie  XT681311  was  started.  The  1/16  Inf  began  movement  to  the  LZ 
vie  XT6013H  at  1151  hours.  Touching  down  at  1500  hours  and  closing 
at  1550  hours.  At  1557  hours,  C  2/28  Inf  destroyed  180  bags  of  rice 
vie  XT667351»  At  1600  hours  1A6  Inf  began  movement  to  east  of  LZ 
vie  XT681311#  toward  their  RON  position  vie  XT691313  closing  at  16^0 
hours.  At  1650  hours,  HQ  1A6  Inf  found  a  claymore  mine  vie  XT6 91313  and 
evacuated  it.  At  1700  h^urs  the  2/28  Inf  closed  into  its  RCN  position 
vie  XT669358.  At  2100  hours,  C  1/16  Inf  received  one  (1)  incoming  rifle 
grenade  vie  XT 6 91313*  Fire  was  returned  with  M-79  with  unknown  results. 

On  20  September  1966,  at  0800  hours,  A  1A6  Inf  contacted  S&D 
operations  to  the  east  of  the  RON  position  vie  XT691313*  and  C  lA6  Inf 
moved  west.  Also,  the  2/28  Inf  started  S&D  operations  to  the  south  of 
their  RON  vie  XT669358.  At  0951  hours,  A  1A6  Inf  destroyed  2000  lbs  of 
wheat  and  600  lbs  of  rice  vie  XT699311*  At  1000  hours,  C  2/2C  Inf  de¬ 
stroyed  126  bags  of  rice  vie  XT669353*  At  1058  3  2/28  Inf  destroyed  60 
bags  of  rice  vie  XT661351*  By  110CK  A  1/16  Inf  had  apprehended  a  total 
of  71  old  men,  women,  and  children  f*om  XT  699311  to  XT  7Ql3lO*  They 
were  all  evacuated  to  3en  Cat,  At  1112H  C  2/28  Inf  discovered  and  de- 
troyed  a  hut  with  8  sets  of  clothes  and  5  booby  trapped  CBUs  vie  XT671319# 

At  1207H  C  2/28  Inf  received  1  US  KIA  and  6  US  WIA  fren  one  of  the  booby 
trapped  CBUe  vie  XT  67I3I9.  At  13O0H  an  aircraft  received  fire  vie 
XT609386,  An  airstrike  in  the  area  resulted  in  1  VC  KIA  (3C)  and  1  VC 
KIA  (Poe).  At  1315H  ]/l6  Inf  started  movement  toward  their  RON  position 
vie  XT669327  closing  at  I63CH.  AT  1317H  A  2/28  Inf  discovered  a  heavily 
booby  trapped  base  camp  vie  XT6?2338.  10  US  were  WIA  there  from  a  booby 
trapped  hand  grenade.  At  1537H  B  2/28  located  a  base  caup  vie  XT 667310 
and  found  enough  hot  rice  for  15  to  20  people.  At  1715H  B  2/28  Inf  re¬ 
ceived  several  rounds  of  sniper  fire  vie  XT667310  resulting  in  1  US  WIA. 
While  taking  cover,  3  man  were  WIA  by  a  booby  trapped  grenade.  Fire  was 
returned  with  unknown  results.  The  2/28  Ihf  closed  their  RON  position 
vie  XT66J325  «t  193CH.  At  2CQ.5H  a  claymore  mine  was  detonated  on  the 
perimeter  of  the  Artillery  base  vie  XT722351  but  it  was  aimed  too  high 
and  there  were  no  US  casualties.  At  212 OH  an  ambush  patrol  from  A  2A6 
Inf  engaged  3  VC  vie  JCT721356  resulting  in  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  VC  KIA 
(Poss  )*  Equipment  found  on  the  dead  VC  indicated  that  they  were  the  cues 
who  detonated  the  claymore  mine. 

On  21  September  1966  the  2/33  Arty  (-)  began  extraction  to  Lai  Khe 
at  0810H.  The  2/28  Inf  began  extraction  at  0902H  and  closed  Lai  Khe  at 
0915H*  The  1A6  Ihf  began  extraction  at  0915H  and  closed  Lai  Khe  at  1028H. 
At  H50H  B  1/5  Arty  began  extraction  to  Riuc  Vinh  and  the  artillery  ex¬ 
traction  was  complete  at  172QH,  The  operation  was  terminated  at  H15H 
when  A  2/1 6  Ihf  closed  Lai  Khe, 

8.  SUPPORTING  FCRCBSt 


a*  Artillery!  Operation  DANBURY  was  supported  by  one  battalion 
of  105MM  howitzer  composed  of  Hq,  A  and  B  Battery  2/33  Arty  and  B  Battery 
1/5  Arty  from  an  artillery  position  vie  XT722351*  Battery  2/35  Arty  sup- 
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parted  with  l5S>tl  (SP  tr on  Lai  Xhe.  The  artillery  van  used  throughout  the 
operation  for  IZ  preparations,  H&I  fires,  and  for  specific  target**  Thromh- 
o«t  the  operation,  the  artillery  file  was  accurate  and  violent.  B  2/32  Arty 
also  supported  ften  I*i  Khe.  "  "  A3rcr 

?*f?cb8  cf  havin«  thr*®  O)  firing  batteries  opera  vl^  with  the 
advanced  battalion  fire  direction  center  (TOC)  was  observed  repeatedly. 

This  tactical  arrangement  permitted  each  of  the  two  (2)  Mneuver  battalions 
to4nrr°  aJb®ttery  avalLabl6  to  answer  calls  for  fire.  The  third  battery 
roinianjcd  fires  as  required,  or  answered  calls  from  the  two  (2)  artillery 
air  l-  ’a,  one  of  which  backed  up  the  maneuvering  battalions. 

During  tho  operation,  the  artillery  expended  11,261  rounds  of  105m 

founda  of  1&m  »wmlUcn.  The  enety  losses  attrt^uted 
£  ™  iS1-  x3d  end  attached  hatteriesduring  tho  operatient 

flW*  wta7?  Kf^  **  &?*  70  m  (3)  VC  WIA  (Pos^  one 

(1)  VC  WIA  (captured),  one  (1)  a  an  pm  destroyed. 

b.  AIH  FCPCEi  Tho  Air  Force  contributed  significantly  to  the  hieh 
darree  of  success  of  ‘■•Operation  DANBURY1*,  by  flying  115  preplanned  close 
a.’*  *n;pport  sorties  end  tuo  (2)  irmdipte  sorties.  32  of  the  preplanned 
close  air  support  scrips  wore  used  in’  direct  sup  ort  of  the  ground  troops 
to  surpross  cnov  {pound  fire,  as  wrrn  the  two  (2)  immediate  sorties.  The 
restate  o*  the  air  support  wcroi  three  (3)  VC  KM  (BC)  five  (5)  VC  KM 
(P-rn),  ore  (1)  7C  Wl.i,  *hcy  destroyed  a  largo  builds,  33  bunkers,  cne 

1  \ °n0T:t '  ^  citlht  houses.  The  fighter  sartics  wore  flow 
as  «cc  below: 


16  September 

17  Sep  temper 
10  5)puraccr 
1?  ^ptomber 

20  September 

21  September 


hr» 

*3 

IS 

JL*. 

9 

i 

TTTctal 


♦  t  -on  Th*  3d  Brigade  Aviations  Section  flew  a 

ThV^L°f/’?  of  97  hours  during  "Operation  DAHBURY" 

dolly  in  support  of  th.  operation, 
ono  with eaeh  of  tta  rancuvor  battalions  and  one  to  support  tho  3d 
3rleaoo  Hoadouortcrs.  Tho  LOH  contributed  greatly  to  tho  control  of  tho 
operation  cry  u*c  battalion  ccmnanders: 


9m  VEST.**' 

a.  .  v T3L 

KIA 

ka 

KAV 
T^T, ",  VIA 

Vr*-lr;y 


US 

U 

U2 


3 

3 

3 

1 

1 


VC  (Prob) 

1 

5 

10 


Re  flu' 3e*t  Total  of  111  evacuated  to  Don  Cat 
b.  BQUIPC?yit 

(1)  CS  Dos  SOS  I  cne  (1)  FW6  destroyed.  Serial  Number  it 

(2)  VC  Losaea: 


(a)  Rice  -  957  -  100  lb  bags 

(b)  Rice  Kills:  2  each 
(e)  Tin:  DO  sheets 

(d)  Boots  (US  made)  •  1  pair 

(e)  bicycles i  7  each 

(f)  Clothing  -  Numerous  pleees  of  miscellaneous  clothii* 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

(g)  Documents *  Numerous  pieces  oi  paper*  some  of  which 
contained  valuable  intelligence  information# 

(h)  Ammunition*.  Throe  hundred  (300)  rounds  of  miscellaneous 

small  arms# 

Weapons*  Ono  (1)  type  50  PPSH  submachine  pun.  three 
(3;  claymore  mines* 

b.  Destroyed! 

Rice  i  fifty-nine  (59)  tons 

Sampan  *  One  (1)  each 

Building*  Oho  (1)  each 

Bunkers !  57  eaoh 

Gun  emplacements!  1  each 

Houses  t  U3  each 

Cement!  51b 0  lbs 

Salt!  6  tons 

Peanut 3*  100  lbs 

Base  Gimps:  20  each 

Fojihc'.ost  110  each 

Fish:  20  pal 

Gasoline 1  180  gal 

Gravel;  3  cu  yd 

Gtoel  pickets!  1Q5  each 

Bicycles!  22  each 

Bicycle  tires  i  1  each 

Tools:  12  each  (garden) 

3  rbed  wiret  50  ft 
(b:  Wsrjcn:  1  each 
>’.bVr:  kOO  lbs 

lubber  pressing  machine*  1  each 
lice  wine  distillery*  1  each 
VC  Classrocm*  2  each 
Wheat*  2300  lbs 
Chickens*  g  each 
IXicka*  19  each 
Hogs*  26  each 
Water  buffalo*  US  each 
M»1  Rifle  Stock*  5  each 
Hand  Grenades*  56  each 
(6) 
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Claymore  Mines*  2  each 
105mm  Rounds*  2  each 
155mm  Rounds  *  1  each 

175mm  Rounds*  1  each 
8  Inch  Rounds*  1  each 
60nm  Mortar  Rounds*  1  each 
81mm  Mortar  Rounds*  h  each 
CDU*s*  9  each 
Small  Arms  Rounds*  3  each 
10,  ADM  IN  1ST  R  JIVE  MATTERS* 

a.  Administrative  plans  for  the  operation  wore  completely 

adequate# 


(1)  Supply*  Resupply  of  the  battalions  was  done  com¬ 
pletely  by  helicopter*  There  were  no  major  problems  encountered 
during  either  resupply  or  extraction  of  the  rice  and  refugees# 

(2)  Maintenance*  There  woro  no  problems  with  the 
maintenance#  First  echelon  maintenance  was  conducted  continuously 
by  the  troops  on  weapons  and  equipment# 

(3)  Treatment  of  Casualties  and  Evacuation  and 
Hospitalization*  Initially,  V/IA'a  were  given  necessary  first-aid  by  the 
platoon  and  company  medics#  The  battalions  used  both  the  "stokes  litter" 
and  the  "forest  penetrator"  devices  in  evacuating  the  wounded#  Platoons 
and  Company  medics  evaluated  WIA!s  for  medical  evaluation# 

(h)  Transportation*  All  transportation  was  conducted 
either  on  foot  or  by  helicopters#  No  significant  observations  were 
made# 


(5)  Communication*  As  the  operation  progressed,  the  moisture 
hampered  the  operational  capabilities  of  The  radio  more  and  more# 

Continual  first  echelon  maintenance  was  required  to  maintain  communications 
It  was  found  that  antennas  wrapped  in  tape  at  the  joints  helped  to 
minimize  the  breakage  rate# 

b#  Only  a  minimum  of  personnel  remained  behind  at  base  camp 
for  security# 

11#  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES* 


a#  It  was  found  that  the  claymore  mine  is  very  effective  in 
destroying  bunkers#  It  can  be  placed  on  top  of  tho  bunker,  facing  down 
slightly  buried,  and  will  completely  collapse  most  of  the  bunkers# 

b.  The  "stokes  litter"  and  "forest  penetrator"  arc  very 
effective  In  extracting  wounded  from  the  jungle#  The  "forest  penetrator" 
requires  only  a  2  to  3  foot  hole  in  tho  canopy,  whereas  the  "stokes 
litter"  requires  15  feet  due  to  its  tendency  to  swing# 

12.  COMMANDERS  ANALYSIS* 


The  overall  outcome  of  the  operation  was  extremely  sucessful 
The  objective  was  to  destroy  VC  material  in  an  area  which  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  b6  a  large  supply  base#  From  the  results  it  can  ^e  concluded 
that  it  was*  in  fact,  a  large  supply  base  and  it  should  take  a  long 
time  to  build  up  that  many  supplies  again#  The  plan  of  operation,  as 
conceived,  was  to  be  flexible  and  changes  were  made  continuously  de¬ 
pending  on  tho  situation  as  it  developed#  The  results  of  these  changes 
were  the  discovery  of  many  facilities  which  would  have  been  missed  had 
a  rigid  plan  been  followed#  It  was  noted  again  that  there  Is  an  urgent 
need  for  a  method  to  destroy  large  quantities  of  rice#  Although  the 
flame  thrower  was  used  with  some  success,  it  is  not  the  answer# 
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13 •  CONCLUSIONS  AMD  LE^gNS  LEARNED! 

a*  Conclusions*  Oporation  DAN3URT  was  extremely  successful, 
and  has  hampered  the  VC  causo  in  the  area  of  operation# 

b«  Lessons  Loamodt  (1).  The  VC  used  the  CHU  as  an  excellent 
booby  trap  in  a  new  way*  The  C3U  is  buried  in  the  ground,  with  one  (1) 
fin  bont  dow  to  act  as  a  firing  pin  roloase#  A  sapling  is  tied  to  tho 
bent  fin,  and  when  disturbed  it  releases  the  fin  detonating  tho  CHU# 

(2)-  Tho  use  of  tho  battalion  and  company  base  concept  provides  for  're¬ 
distribution  Ji’  individual  loads  and  temporary  grounding  of  heavy  or  uip~  - 
mont  (such  as  claymores,  otc)  in  the  base  camp  aroa  while  plntoonr  search 
and  destroy*  (3).  VC  storage  methods  in  this  area  roliod  almost  completely 
on  concealment  rather  than  any  other  moans#  Most  items  were  reasonably 
accessible  to  opoh  areas  and  had  only  caretaker  guard  forces# 
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